
St. Bride’s Church of Scotland, Newtonmore 

Rev. Catherine Buchan 

STEWARDSHIP GIVING GENEROUSLY 

 
23rd Sep 2018 

Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 
Matthew 5:38-48 
 
Two weeks ago, we had fruit in Laggan church, as an abundance of apples and 
plums was brought in to share.  Next week we will have food in the church again as 
we bring our harvest offering to give to God in thanksgiving for his provision of our 
food.  And what a variety and abundance we have to give thanks for!  This is the 
time of year for the apples and potatoes and carrots, for the plums – all except mine! 
– and the end of the bean harvest.  This is the time for the autumn rasps and the 
blackcurrants and brambles, and the rosehips.  So much abundance and all in 
glorious technicolour!  Isn’t it amazing that God not only gives us so much, but that 
he makes it beautiful to look at, a feast for the eyes, as well! 
 
And then these various harvests are so versatile!  If your harvest is of grain – not 
much grown around here – think of all the foods that you use flour for, or oats – your 
basic bread and scones, and your sauces and porridge and flapjacks, your biscuits 
and cake and oatcakes and so on.  And the humble potato!  How many ways you 
can eat that – boiled mashed, baked, fried, and on and on.  And apples are for biting 
into or making into pies or apple cakes or jelly or crumbles.  I will stop going on, 
because you will all be getting hungry.  But you get my drift.  When God gives, God 
gives thoroughly, thoughtfully and very generously.  God gives not only what we 
need, but what we will enjoy. 
 
Part of our good stewardship of what God has given us is to recognise its value.  As 
the children’s hymn says, “Think of a world without any flowers, think of a world 
without any trees,” and so on.  Thinking like that may on one level be the stuff of 
science fiction – a world where nothing grows - but science fiction has a habit of 
becoming reality, at least in parts, when we don’t take time to think.  If we don’t 
sometimes think of a world without the things that we take for granted, we may not 
treasure and appreciate them.  So giving God thanks for his gifts to us, beginning 
with the gift of food, which is one of the most basic gifts – along with life and air – is 
the first step to recognising our task of stewardship of creation. 
 
God gives generously.  Jesus points out that he makes the sun rise on the evil and 
the good and sends the rain on the righteous and the unrighteous alike.  We 
appreciate the gift of the sun more than we do the gift of rain – especially after the 
weather this week! But then, think of a world without any rain…  But sun or rain, the 
message is the same.  God doesn’t ask us to deserve his good gifts of life and what 
sustains life.  God gives anyway. 
 
This is a bit like the advice given in our reading from Ecclesiastes.  The book of 
Ecclesiastes is part of what is known as the wisdom literature of the Bible – wise 
words to live by.  In fact a lot of this book is depressingly clear-eyed about the state 
of the world, and the only comfort that you can draw from it, is that if the world is still 
in the same state, at least it is nothing new and we have muddled through thus far.  



However, towards the end of the book, the writer, whom we know only as “the 
Preacher,” gets a little less depressed and gives some good advice, some wise 
words to live by.  “Cast your bread upon the waters” or “send out your bread upon 
the waters” is one such piece of wisdom. 
 
When I cast my bread on the waters I tend to be somewhere like Loch Imrich, 
feeding ducks.  In fact, in my late teen years and early twenties, my family lived by a 
burn that flows through St. Andrews and the bridge over it which I could see from my 
room was one of the main ways for all kinds of people to walk into town.  A lot of 
bread was cast on the waters of that burn – and there were some very fat ducks 
there (and yes, I know bread is not the idea diet for ducks).  But there was something 
very heartening to see the early workmen stopping to feed the ducks, as well as 
children going to school and elderly ladies walking into town for their shopping.  They 
did it for the sheer pleasure of giving, not because they expected to get any return 
from the act other than the delight of the ducks. 
 
Cast your bread on the waters, send it out.  It is not really talking about ducks, of 
course, but it is talking about giving.  When you feed the ducks, you fling wide your 
arm in a scattering gesture – at least you do if you don’t want them to mob you.  That 
is the image which the Preacher has in mind.  Scatter your bread widely.  Share it 
widely, send it out with no hope of seeing it again.  Bread on the waters is bread that 
you will not get back.  The wisdom that we are being offered is the wisdom of living 
generously. 
 
The Preacher goes on, “Divide your means seven ways or even eight, for you do not 
know what disaster may happen on the earth.”  Maybe he is talking about investing – 
the NIV would think he is.  But I think he is talking about sharing what you have with 
others, especially when disaster has struck for them.  And if you do this, should 
similar disaster come to you, you have given a good model that others may use to 
help you as well. 
 
The Preacher goes on to talk in the language of horticulture or agriculture about how 
you sometimes have to ignore the climate around you and just get on with sowing 
your seed anyway.  You live generously, even though you don’t know what the 
outcome of your planting, your giving will be.  And this is echoed by Jesus who says 
that we should “Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who 
wants to borrow from you… Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you.”  This is what God does, who gives to all so generously whether we deserve it 
or not.  We should take seriously Jesus’ words.  It is a direct command from our Lord 
that we should give and lend, whether or not we want to or it is convenient to us.  It is 
a direct command to live with this generous love even with those who may live with 
the reverse of love towards us. 
 
Since God gives so generously, we should take that generosity as a template for our 
stewardship of God’s world.  Our giving should be just as generous – not random, 
exactly, but generous.  We give what we have.  Harvest is a time when we 
remember God’s generosity in food, and I won’t go over again all the variety of food 
that God sends to us. But giving thanks for our food helps us remember that God is 
generous in other ways, and especially with the gift of himself. There is nothing God 
does not give to us, and nothing he withholds from us because he gave us the gift of 
his Son, not just n Jesus’ incarnation, but also, finally in the gift of his death for us.  
How can we not live generously in the face of such giving? 
 



When it comes to our stewardship of creation there is giving to be done, and giving 
up.  We may need to spend more on a lifestyle that does less harm.  We may have 
to give up some conveniences, so that we may not harm the world which we hold in 
trust from God.  That is all part of mirroring God’s generosity to us.  And giving is not 
all about giving money!  We give our time and our talents to enhance the world and 
the lives of those who live in it; those who live far away in our charitable giving, and 
those nearby in the way we live with them.  We do it whether we think it will be 
appreciated, whether we think it is deserved or not – just as God gives to us. 
Cast your bread upon the waters, because you do not know the ways of God.  That 
is the wisdom from the Preacher.  Cast your bread on the waters because you do 
know that this is what God also does.  Share and give and put yourself out to care, 
because this is what God does.  And if it means loving your enemies, then do it.  And 
if it means praying for people who you know don’t like you and may even do things 
which are trying to upset your life, then do it.   
 
Some of what this means is that with God we are always doing what is termed 
“giving it forward.”  We can’t ever repay God, but we can mirror his generosity by 
giving and giving up for others and for the world.  I learned about giving it forward 
when I was a very poor student in Chicago.  I had friends who would have me for 
meals or take me out, knowing that if we went out I could not pay and paying for me.  
When I expressed my indebtedness, the message they gave was “You will do this for 
someone else one day.”  For someone else, not for them.  That’s giving it forward.  
That is the life lived in response to God’s generosity. 
 
The generous life is a life of trust. We trust God to see our giving and to care for us 
as we care for the world and the people he has given into our care.  We trust God, 
who has shown himself trustworthy.  It is also a life of joy.  There is nothing joyful 
about being meagre, and we can’t celebrate God’s multicoloured generosity with a 
grudging response.  
 
So next week when we celebrate the harvest, and this week because every day is a 
day when God gives his whole self to us, let us be people who are generous and 
giving, casting our bread on the waters and reaping the joy of living in God’s way. 
Amen. 
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