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If you go on a journey, whether by bike, car, train, bus, or to a certain extent, by 
plane, there are things which change around you – the scenery changes, as you 
pass through – and there are things that stay the same.  Your seat does not change.  
You sit down at the beginning of your journey and stay pretty much in the same 
place until the end.  And yet at the end things are different, although in one way you 
have not moved.  The last I am statement of Jesus, which we are thinking about 
today is a bit like this.  It allows us to stay close to God who never changes, while all 
around us the scenery may be whizzing by at a fast pace. 
Over the past weeks we have been thinking about these I Am statements of Jesus, 
and today we have come full circle to where we began.  We read this statement “I 
am the way, and the truth and the life” when we first thought about I Am as the name 
of God. 
 
In some ways this one sums up all the others.  When we hear Jesus say that he is 
the truth, we are reminded of all the circuitous discussions that those who didn’t want 
to admit to his truth got involved in to prove that he couldn’t be the light of the world 
or the living water.  When Jesus says that he is the life, we think of how as the gate 
he provides for us to have life in all its fullness.  And we think about how as the 
bread of life he feeds us.  And we think about how as the Good Shepherd he lays 
down his life for us, his sheep, so that we can know life.  We think too, of course of 
how he is also the resurrection and the life for us.    
 
So what about the other part of this statement?  What about I am the way?  It is quite 
a claim – well, they all are, but this one is certainly as great as any.  I am the way.  
Not I show you the way, but I am the way.  Jesus is not claiming to be a signpost 
which points the way forward for us; if he were that, he would just be another 
religious teacher.  That is what religious teachers do, it is what I am supposed to do, 
to point the way forward, and point the way to God.  Jesus does not say that he 
points the way, but he is claiming that he is the way; that the only way is walking with 
him.   
 
Maybe this raises the question – the only way where?  Where is Jesus taking us if 
we walk with him?  Is it somewhere we want to go?  And the following verses have 
the answer.  He is the way to the Father.   
Philip asks that Jesus might show them the Father – did he know what he was 
asking?  Was he really expecting to be shown God in all his incomprehensible glory?  
Was he expecting to be shown the God who would only allow Moses to see his back, 
as that was all that a human being could stand?  Was he remembering that when 
Isaiah had a vision of God – a vision, not a direct experience – he was left moaning 
“Woe is me, for I am a man of unclean lips and I come from a people of unclean 
lips”?  Show us the Father – are you sure, Philip?  Are you sure?  What was he 
expecting Jesus to do – rip apart the dome of the sky to expose heaven to them?   



But Jesus said “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me?  Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”  And so we are back to what all 
these I Ams have been telling us – that when we look at Jesus we are seeing God.  
If we ask what he is the way to, we have forgotten that, because he is also the 
destination. 
 
But maybe Philip was not quite sure about who this Father was.  Jesus referred to 
God as his Father almost all the time.  But other people did not. To talk of God in this 
way was new, and maybe Philip was not quite sure that the Father and the one God 
were the same thing.  To call God the Father is a lovely way of referring to the 
almighty.  It brings God close and tells us what kind of a relationship he wants us to 
have with him – one of honour and respect for him, yes, but also one of closeness 
and trust and love.   
 
There are some Christians who don’t want us to refer to God as Father, because 
they say, and this is true, that not everyone has a positive image of what a Father is. 
They point out that there are plenty of other good ways that we can refer to God – 
Saviour, Redeemer, Creator, Almighty and so on.   But if Jesus called God Father, 
then surely we should do the same, and when there are those who find that image 
difficult to deal with, it seems to me that our task is to help them see past the lack of 
good fathering they have known from human parents, to the prefect fathering love of 
God. 
 
Not everyone has a perfect experience of fatherhood, whether as a child or as a 
father.  And of course, no parent gets it right all the time.  There are fathers who try 
hard but just don’t seem to connect with their children, and there are fathers who are 
frankly abusive – and, let’s celebrate and lets not forget, there are lots and lots of 
brilliant fathers, not perfect, but doing their best for their children.  Jesus called God 
his Father, because that was the word which best described the relationship he has 
with God and the relationship that we can have through him.  A relationship of trust 
and dependence, of love and sometimes of gentle challenge.  A relationship of 
laughter and fun and hanging out and just being together because there is mutual 
liking there.  That is what in Jesus we have to offer the people around us.  If you can 
find another word that sums it all up quickly, then use it, but Father is a pretty good 
one, I think.  And Jesus thought so too. 
 
“No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you know me, you will know my 
Father also.”  Jesus is the way of coming close to God, as Father.  People may 
approach God without coming through Jesus, and many of them do, but without 
Jesus a person can only get so far.  Without Jesus we cannot know the fathering 
love of God, and the warmth of his presence.  That is why Jesus is the way and the 
truth and the life.  That is why we do not need to know exactly where following him 
will lead us in terms of earthly paths: in terms of geographical location or ways of 
being and doing that we may not yet know.  We do not need to say, with Thomas 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going, how can we know the way?”  When we 
travel with Jesus, then we are always at our destination, even though the scenery 
changes along the way. 
 
Today we will be holding a meeting after the service to think about joining our two 
congregations into one – albeit one which still worships and witnesses from two 
bases.  That is one of the ways that the scenery will be changing as we travel with 
Jesus who shows us the Father.  But nothing real will change.  Because what is real 
is our life with God. What is real is that we go with Jesus who shows us, and who is, 
God himself, and there is nothing more important than that.  What is true is that in 



Jesus we have our purpose fulfilled, and that in living life with him and with his 
people we fulfil the purpose for which we were designed from the very beginning of 
the world and before.  What is true is that we have our life in him, and the outward 
circumstances of how and where we live is secondary compared to that. 
 
Jesus is the way to the Father, and, as we read last week, he expects us, his 
children and friends, to be that way for others as well.  We are not called just to point 
the way to God, but to bring people to Jesus, who is the way and the destination.  My 
hope, as we bring our congregations together more closely, is that in doing so we 
make it easier for us to work together to reach out to the parishes we serve, as those 
who embody Jesus – his way of thinking about people, his way of looking at 
priorities, his way of living that makes God the centre of everything and that serves 
others before thinking of ourselves.  Indeed, if we do not do this, then there is little 
point in this union, and the metaphor of moving the deckchairs on the Titanic comes 
to mind. 
 
To be in God’s presence is an enormous privilege.  To live in God’s presence, not 
just come there once for a moment on time, as was the gift given to Moses, is a 
privilege which is beyond measure, and which we can never appreciate enough.  
Too often we take God’s presence with us for granted.  But his promise to be with us 
always is something which should always fill us with gratitude and wonder.   
 
I am the way and the truth and the life, said Jesus.  And I am the bread of life, and 
the light of the world.  I am the gate and the good shepherd.  I am the resurrection 
and the life, and I am the vine.  All ways of showing us God and, crucially, God in 
relationship with us.   
 
God in relationship with us is what the church is all about.  That God can be in 
relationship with us, that God can forgive our sinful shortcomings and want to be in a 
relationship with us is the message of the Gospel which we have to bring to our 
neighbours.  It is because we can be with and know God that we have hope in our 
lives.  And it is because we can be with and know God together that we can know 
love and trust in the Christian family.   
 
So, let us go forward with Jesus, who is the way and the destination, who brings us 
to the Father and who is one with our Father God.  Let us go forward enjoying a 
happy fatherly relationship with God, listening to God and learning from him; 
reverencing God and laughing with him; confessing to God and being directed by 
him.  Let us enjoy the constancy of knowing God, even while the scenery of our lives 
changes from day to day.  And let us spend time getting to know and see Jesus 
more clearly, knowing that as we do so, we will come closer and closer to the Father.  
Amen. 
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