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Genesis 1:1-13 
Colossians 1:15-20 
 

Touch the earth lightly, 
Use the earth gently, 
Nourish the life of the world in our care: 
Gift of great wonder 
Ours to surrender, 
Trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 

 
Today we look at the third strand of the reconciliation that is the Missio Dei, the 
ongoing work of God which we are called and sent to be a part of.  We have seen 
that God reconciles people to himself, making us new as we come to him in Christ.  
The first part of reconciliation is that we should all be reconciled with God and our 
task is to help people see this and hear that calling to be made anew.  Secondly, and 
stemming from our reconciliation with God, we are called to be and to show that we 
are reconciled with each other.  If we are God’s children then that is the most 
important thing about us, and nothing should get in the way of our unity.   
 
And then, thirdly, today we read about how in Christ God was pleased to reconcile to 
himself all things.  All things.  And Paul, whose words we were reading about this, 
says he means all things in heaven and on earth.  All of creation.  Christ is before 
everything and everything holds together only in him.  God has reconciled all things 
to himself through the cross of Christ.  And so today we think beyond the human 
experience, beyond human life to think of the life of the world that we know.  For part 
of our mission is to be involved in showing God’s healing of the world. 
 
This is no small matter.  There is a lot which is far wrong with the world. Some of it is 
expressed in the breakdown of human relationships, from family tensions, to wars 
and unrest, to the tide of refugees which has been a feature of the last few years of 
this world’s history and which shows no sign of ending.  Some of it is expressed in 
the state of the planet, from the small nuisances of roadside rubbish, to global 
warming, brought about, unwittingly at first, by the way that humans have used and 
abused the earth’s resources. There is a lot which is wrong with the world, and God 
calls us as his children to demonstrate his desire that the world and everything in it 
be reconciled by the way which we live.   
 
We who…. 
 
 
(Here in St. Bride’s we have a weekly green tip on the screen which begins, “Since 
we care for God’s world….”  These are not just good ideas, in their way they are 
statements of practical theology.) 
  



We who endanger,  
Who create hunger, 
Agents of death for all creatures that live. 
We who would foster 
Clouds of disaster, 
God of our planet, forestall and forgive. 

 
What is the world coming to?  How often have you said or thought or heard these 
words?  What is the world coming to?  And you think of all that is wrong with the 
world, of wars and famine and disease and refugees and all that comes to us 
through our media sources, and which is true and of which we despair at times.  And 
you may think of broken families, and roadside rubbish, and over-harvesting of the 
seas or of the peat bogs. The more we think about it, the more that we realise that 
there is a lot wrong with the world. 
 
And we know that is not how it was meant to be.  When the world was made, God 
saw that it was good.  Genesis tells us so.  However you want to take the creation 
stories in Genesis, they are there to tell us theological truths.  One of these truths is 
that God made the world good.  It was made good and it was made to be good.  God 
saw that it was good. In fact, the starting point of thinking about the world is that it is 
good.  Of course, that is just the very beginning of the Bible’s story and the very next 
thing we read about is what we term the Fall. 
 
The Fall tells us that however good God made the world, it has been spoiled by 
human beings turning from God and God’s intentions to go their own way.  The story 
of the fall tells us that all is not as it was intended to be, not all that it could be, in our 
relationships with God, with each other and with creation itself.  Because when we 
turn away from God, we also turn away from seeing God in each other and seeing 
God’s work in the world. 
 
God made the world good, and we should not forget that still, after the Fall, the 
heavens declare the glory of God.  The Psalmist said so, who was writing in a world 
just as marred as the one we live in – because it is the same world.  The heavens 
declare the glory of God and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.  We can still 
say that there is goodness and beauty in the world.  We see it daily when we open 
the curtains and look out at this wonderful place we live.  We see it in the night sky 
and the flowing waters, in the gradually returning life of Spring.  We see it in our own 
land and in other places where we travel, in desert as well as in forest, in warmth as 
well as in frozen wastes.  And we see it in people.  There is so much goodness and 
kindness out there, even just in our community.  There are people who put 
themselves out to take people where they want to be, or who sit with others when 
they are lonely, or do their shopping.  There are people who care for the 
infrastructure of the community, when they don’t have to.  There are people who go 
the extra mile in their jobs, doing more than they are strictly paid for so that they can 
make things better for others.   
 
And there are people who having God’s creative spark in them, make beautiful 
things to enhance our lives.  There are the painters and sewers, the sculptors and 
banner-makers.  There are the musicians and carpenters, the knitters and crafters 
and so many more.  To say nothing of the gardeners, who paint pictures with God’s 
own materials.  God made the world and God made people good, and we still reflect 
our creator, though the image needs restoration.  The image needs restoration, 
because when we sigh and say, “What is the world coming to?” what we are 



commenting on is also true.  There is also brokenness, and the Missio Dei is to heal 
that brokenness in reconciliation. 
 

Let there be greening,  
Birth from the burning, 
Water that blesses and air that is sweet. 
Health in God’s garden, 
Hope in God’s children, 
Regeneration that peace will complete. 

 
These last three weeks when I have been speaking about the mission of God, I have 
used the Latin phrase, Missio Dei advisedly.  You see, over time our word “Mission” 
which is from the Latin root, has come to take on various meanings.  Businesses 
have mission statements, as well as churches.  We sometimes talk of putting on a 
mission, meaning a short-term effort in evangelism or perhaps in some other area.  
We talk of people who have determination as being people on a mission.  And we 
forget that the root meaning of the word mission, as found in the Latin, is to be sent.  
The Mission Dei, the mission of God is what God sends himself to do.  In fact, it 
speaks about the relations within the persons of the Trinity that we call God.  God 
the Father sends the Son, sends Jesus, and the Father and the Son send the Spirit – 
all to do the same work, the work of reconciliation.  Where we come in is with the 
sending of the Spirit, for God sends his Spirit to his children, to do his work.   
 
And God’s work is the work of reconciliation.  There is reconciliation with him, which 
when that sending is passed on to us, we might think of as the work of evangelism in 
its broadest sense, the work of getting out the good news of God’s love and the new 
beginning that he gives us. Then there is reconciliation with each other, which may 
take the form of social action or involvement, but is always about human 
relationships, based on our reconciliation with God.  And lastly there is the 
reconciliation of the world, of all things.  And this will be shown by God’s children in 
our care for creation, from gardening to waste recycling, to the thought we put into 
our transport, to our buying choices.  These are choices that many people need to 
make, but since we live every part of our lives as Christians, as God’s children, so 
we also approach our care of the planet as part of God’s sending of us, part of God’s 
mission.   
 

God of all living, 
God of all loving, 
God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 
Teach us, deflect us, 
Christ re-connect us, 
Using us gently and making us one. 

 
“In Jesus all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether in heaven or on earth, making 
peace through the blood of his cross.”  Amen 
 

--- ooo --- 


