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As we seek to investigate the question “Why is there a church here?” last week we 
saw how we are here to participate in the mission of God, the Missio Dei.  And we 
saw that the mission of God, what God has always been about is reconciliation.  In 
Jesus God is reconciling humanity to himself, one person at a time.  He has done 
that for me and for you and can and will do it for anyone who turns to him.  In Jesus 
God makes us new, and that is very good news, the good news that we are called to 
join in the work of God by showing and telling wherever we are.  Part of the mission 
of God that we are called to is speaking the good news of the kingdom, that God 
makes us new. 
 
But if we are made new and if we are reconciled with God, then there is another 
aspect of this reconciliation, a vital aspect in the world we live in.  Take a look around 
you.  You are not the only person here today!  You are reconciled to God and so is 
the person sitting nearest you and the person sitting furthest away from you.  If we 
are all individually reconciled to God, then we are also called to do the work of God 
by being reconciled to one another.  I would hate to ask you to answer this question. 
But would the people here this morning all be your choice of best friends?  Maybe 
they would, and if so, what does that say about us as a church community?  It could 
say we are loving and friendly, but it could also say that we can be perceived as a bit 
of a clique.  I’ll just leave that thought there. 
 
We are called to be reconciled with each other, because in God’s eyes we are at and 
as one.  In God’s family there are no favoured children, there is no hierarchy, no 
tiered system of who is the better or more important Christian – or person.  We read 
this morning from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, written to Christians who had never 
been Jews – which means people like us!  It was written, though at a time when 
there was still an active movement from some of those who were Jews and 
Christians to look on themselves as the better ones, those with more right to be 
children of God, and to look down on these Johnny-come-lately’s of Gentiles.   
 
But Paul says that this could not be farther from the truth.  When Jesus proclaimed 
peace – peace with God - it was to those who were far off, who knew nothing of God, 
and to those who were near, who knew something of God, but still were not 
reconciled to him.  Everyone needs God to make them new, to the same extent.  
There were some who liked to think of it as perhaps two neighbouring, or semi-
detached sheepfolds, with distinct kinds of sheep in each – the Jewish sheep and 
the Gentile sheep – and the wall between them was the Jewish law which the Jewish 
sheep knew and still tried to live by, making them superior.  But Paul says that the 
dividing wall has been broken down and the flocks are mingled.   
 



This is what Jesus means when he says that he has other sheep that he wants to 
bring to make one flock with his Jewish followers.  There is one flock, just one, not 
many.  There are not separate pens or fields for different parts of the flock.  There 
are not some sheep sporting green ownership marks and some red and some blue.  
One flock.  We who are reconciled with God are and must be reconciled with each 
other. 
 
This is all great when we are all friends and all get on, but what about when we 
don’t?  We are not just Christian when we are in church, but all the time, and 
sometimes the relationships we have in other ways are not always totally 
harmonious.  Especially in small communities where some of us have lived for a long 
time and known the same people over not just years but decades, known them in 
church, but also in other local groups, or as neighbours, there can be things which 
we find difficult about each other.  There can be things said or done in the past which 
still rankle.  There can be things said or done which we deeply regret but can’t 
change, and don’t want to bring up. When someone has hurt you, or when you are 
aware that you have hurt a person who now comes to worship with you, what are 
you to do? 
 
The short answer is that in Jesus we are reconciled, but what does that mean? 
 
And if our local situations might sometimes be a little difficult, what about some 
impossible situations worldwide?  If you have known violence from your neighbour, if 
your neighbour has murdered some of your family, how are you to live together?  If 
your people group has been systematically supressed by another group in your land 
and your town, how are you to then live together in harmony?   These situations 
have occurred in many tragic places, but what happens later?  How is there 
reconciliation? 
 
One thing that we can learn from these places is that reconciliation takes work. Even 
when there is a will towards it, it takes time and work. If a problem, whether with one 
person or a group of people, is not addressed, it tends to fester, and trouble breaks 
out again, often worse than before.  In South Africa, when apartheid was brought 
down and the black Africans were finally given recognition as equal citizens, there 
was a lot of hurt to be addressed.   The Peace and Reconciliation process was set 
up there, which lasted for years.  The Church was heavily involved in this, and an 
appeal to people to see themselves in terms of their faith rather than their ethnicity 
was one place from which conversations about the past could begin. 
 
We remember what happened in the Rwanda genocide with horror, and with shame 
that no one tried to stop it.  Two tribes had co-existed, but then, seemingly suddenly 
the Hutus rose up against the Tutsi’s with violence, which also spread to those of the 
Hutu people who did not endorse and join with the genocide. Now, a generation on, 
the government has sponsored a process of reconciliation, which works on many 
levels, especially with those who are known killers and those whose families were 
butchered.  But there are also general principles which have been put into place for 
everyone.  No one now will talk of themselves as Tutsi or Hutu, although they know 
where their origins lie.  They are all first and foremost Rwandans.  And community 
cohesion is promoted by compulsory days of working together on community 
improvement projects.  There is some wisdom in this.  When we work together we 
see our commonality and have a joint goal.  And when we learn to think of ourselves 
primarily in one way, lesser strands of our identity fall away.   
 



We, who are here today, are Christians.  That is who we are, and I hope that is 
primarily how you think of yourself.  Christian before Scottish or English or Welsh or 
Bulgarian or Polish or South African or any other nationality.  Christian before 
Church of Scotland – or Baptist or Church of England or Brethren, or whatever other 
denomination you may have worshipped with.  Christian before family, and even 
before gender.  This is what Paul is talking about to the church at Ephesus.  When 
we are Christians, that is the most important thing.  Any other dividing walls are 
broken down before that great commonality.  This is what it means that in Jesus we 
are reconciled. 
 
Being reconciled to God, and knowing that you are reconciled to God is in some 
ways the easy bit.  It wasn’t easy for Jesus, who died to effect it, but when we are 
thinking of that reconciliation, it is just me and God, or you and God and that is a 
manageable dynamic.  But reconciliation with all other Christians is where the church 
as fallen down time and time again.  Why else are there so many denominations? 
Each one was founded in some way because there were Christians who could not 
agree with other Christians and their being Christian did not come before what each 
side thought were the rights and wrongs of their arguments.  One flock and one 
shepherd is not how it looks to the world. 
 
Robert Louis Stevenson had much to say about the unchristian way that the church 
in Scotland has had a habit of dividing – you can read his thoughts in his “Edinburgh 
Picturesque Notes”.  Here is a taste of what he had to say – back in the late 1800s, 
but not without truth today: Edinburgh is a city of churches, as though it were a place 
of pilgrimage…some are crowded to the door; some are empty like monuments; and 
yet you will find new ones ever building.  He then talks about how the tumult of 
church bells in Edinburgh is about competition, not harmony.  And he concludes And 
surely there are few worse extremes than this extremity of zeal; and few more 
deplorable defections than this disloyalty to Christian love…How many of these ugly 
churches might be demolished and turned once more into useful building material, if 
people who think almost exactly the same thoughts about religion would condescend 
to worship God under the same roof!  
 
There has been some organisational reconciliation since then, but only some.  We 
have a long way to go before we show the world that in Christ God reconciles people 
to him and to each other.  People do not think of the church as one flock.  I believe I 
may have mentioned before about a teenager I once mentored in America, who had 
come into the church from a non-church background.  Her name was Betsy.  Week 
by week I met with her to talk through what she was discovering about being a 
Christian, and to help her untangle some of her questions.  She often would come to 
me and say that she had been talking to so-and-so at school who went to the 
Methodist Church – but they’re not real Christians, are they?  We were meeting in 
the context of a Baptist church.  I would reassure her, but the question would recur 
with so-and-so who went to the Episcopalians, or the Presbyterians or the 
Assemblies of God, or the Roman Catholics.  Betsy had not been used to thinking of 
all these churches as one – to her, looking from the outside, they seemed competing 
bodies, not brothers and sisters.  And that is how it seems to most people. 
 
But in Christ we are reconciled.  It is a fact; however we bury and conceal it.  We are 
reconciled.  When we gather round the table as we will do this morning, we are 
showing and experiencing two strands of our reconciliation, with God and also with 
each other.  We call the sacrament communion because in it we know our coming 
into union with God and with each other, whoever else is here, whoever else comes 
to God’s table, in this church or any other church. 



 
There is a church here to show that in Christ we are reconciled with each other.  
Knowing it and showing it may take some effort, but in that case, it is effort well 
made. 
 
To show our unity and to show how our Christian identity is what bends us together 
we are going to stand and say together the Apostles’ creed  (hymn book 628) 
Amen 
 

--- ooo --- 


