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Matthew 9:35-10:10 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
As we continue our journey towards Easter, so we are also continuing to look at the 
question, “Why is there a church here?”  We have noted that to answer it we need to 
look, not to the recent past or even the more distant local history but to the ancient 
ways of God.  And then we saw that the fundamental calling which God has always 
given to the people who are called by his name, is to be a blessing, to make life 
better for those around them.   
 
Today we read a passage from the Gospels which also is fundamental to helping us 
understand why we are here.  It is a passage that those of us who were in Laggan 
church during the time when we did our Future Focus grew very used to hearing, as 
Steve Aisthorpe used it at all of our sessions together.  Steve used the paraphrase 
found in Eugene Peterson’s work “The Message”.  It goes like this: 
 
Then Jesus made a circuit of all the towns and villages. He taught in their meeting 
places, reported kingdom news, and healed their diseased bodies, healed their 
bruised and hurt lives. When he looked out over the crowds, his heart broke. So 
confused and aimless they were, like sheep with no shepherd. “What a huge 
harvest!” he said to his disciples. “How few workers! On your knees and pray for 
harvest hands!” 
 
The prayer was no sooner prayed than it was answered. Jesus called twelve of his 
followers and sent them into the ripe fields. He gave them power to kick out the evil 
spirits and to tenderly care for the bruised and hurt lives. This is the list of the twelve 
he sent: 
 
Simon (they called him Peter, or “Rock”), 
Andrew, his brother, 
James, Zebedee’s son, 
John, his brother, 
Philip, 
Bartholomew, 
Thomas, 
Matthew, the tax man, 
James, son of Alphaeus, 
Thaddaeus, 
Simon, the Canaanite, 
Judas Iscariot (who later turned on him) 
 
 
 
 



5-8 Jesus sent his twelve harvest hands out with this charge: 
 
“Don’t begin by traveling to some far-off place to convert unbelievers. And don’t try to 
be dramatic by tackling some public enemy. Go to the lost, confused people right 
here in the neighbourhood. Tell them that the kingdom is here. Bring health to the 
sick. Raise the dead. Touch the untouchables. Kick out the demons. You have been 
treated generously, so live generously. 
 
9-10 “Don’t think you have to put on a fund-raising campaign before you start. You 
don’t need a lot of equipment. You are the equipment, and all you need to keep that 
going is three meals a day. Travel light. 
 
You are likely to hear this passage again in the days ahead because it has so much 
to say to us.  But the thing we are taking from it today is that the disciples, and they 
are named, they are not faceless individuals or an impersonal mob, are called to 
participate in the work that Jesus was already doing. We are told that he was talking 
about God’s Kingdom and healing bodies and lives and this is what the disciples 
were sent to do as well.  They were called and sent to join in what was already going 
on. 
 
There is a term for this: it is known as the Missio Dei, which as all you Latin scholars 
will know, means “The Mission of God.”  Very often you will hear people speak about 
the Church’s mission, or our mission, but we are not called to do anything with God 
is not already doing.  Jesus was already going around the towns and villages and 
teaching and healing and helping.  His disciples were sent to follow on, to join in.  
They didn’t have to think up something different to do.  We are called to participate in 
the work of God, the work that God is already doing.  The Missio Dei. 
 
For the disciples it was obvious what Jesus was doing.  They went with him and they 
saw and heard him at work.  But that was a privilege which was granted to only a few 
people for a very short period of time.  What about the rest of us?  How do we know 
what the Mission of God is?  This is where our other reading from Scripture comes 
in.  As it was being read to us, whether or not you were reading along, did you notice 
how often the words “reconcile” or “reconciliation” were used?  If our calling as God’s 
people is to be a blessing, then one of the ways that we are to go about it is by 
having what St. Paul names a ministry of reconciliation. 
 
As we look through the pages of Scripture and seek to understand what kind of 
reconciliation this might be, we will find that there is one than one strand to it.  We 
will come to the others in the future, but today we read about the most basic aspect 
of our message and our mission: to be agents who help people be reconciled with 
God. 
 
Of course, the first thing we need to do is to look to ourselves.  It may be that you 
have never thought about your relationship with God at all, or have never thought 
about it in these terms.  But reconciliation is what is at stake when St. Paul declares 
that “if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation, the old has gone and see, 
everything has become new!”  Everything. Has. Become. New.  When we come into 
God’s family, we become like Christ, and we are made new.  And this is a 
reconciliation with God, who in Jesus does not count our trespasses, our wrongness, 
against us.  We are made new. 
 
This being made new is the fruit of reconciliation with God, the fruit of not being at 
odds with God.  And it is what we have been given to show and offer to those around 



us.  New ways of thinking, new ways of living, new ways of loving, new ways of 
acting and reacting, because we are reconciled with God.  We no longer have to 
walk in the old paths, in the ways which hurt others or ourselves, on the roads that 
are selfish and take no thought of others.  We no longer have to be hurt by our past, 
either in what we have done, or in what others have done to us: we are made new.  
And God reaches out with this reconciliation and this newness to all his human 
children. 
 
We might think that in our secular age people are not aware of any disconnect 
between God and themselves.  We might think that no one thinks about whether 
they do right or wrong, or care if what they do is wrong.  But if we think that, we fail to 
understand those around us.  Many, many people live knowing that they could do 
better, both in general terms and in terms of something in their past which they 
deeply regret and which they cannot let go of.  It is these feelings of regret and 
imperfection which self-help books and gurus and even diet and fitness plans feed 
into.  When it comes down to it, many people feel that they are not good enough – 
good enough for themselves, or their families, and so, if they think about eternal 
matters, definitely not good enough for God.  That feeling is at the root of a good 
proportion of hurtful words and deeds which further embed this disconnect with God 
into human lives and society’s systems. 
 
You have known that feeling, the feeling of not being good enough, and you may still 
find it comes back to haunt you.  The good news is that it has no place in you, 
because you are a child of God.  You have been reconciled with God, there is no 
division between God and you, and in God’s love, through the work of Christ, you 
have been made new.  But if you know that feeling, then you also know what the 
people you meet every day feel about themselves.  You do not know the specifics, 
which differ for each person, but when you bump into a neighbour in the Coop, or at 
the doctor’s or in the street, although they vary rarely will tell you, chances are that 
sometimes they think about their regrets and wish things were different.  And in 
these moments, if they were probed, they would probably say that they were not 
good enough for God. 
 
We have been given a ministry of reconciliation, not as a new invention, but because 
God has always been doing this.  God has always been reaching out to people, 
calling to them, finding ways to bridge the gap that our actions and attitudes have put 
between ourselves and God.  We are sent in reconciliation, because that is what 
Jesus was doing when he was on earth and what his death and resurrection is still 
doing now that he has returned to heaven.  We are asked to join in this Missio Dei, 
this fundamental thing which God is about. 
 
This is one of the ancient paths of God.  This is one of the paths that God walks 
along as he calls to people in love.  This is one way that we can be a blessing, if we 
find ways of helping people realise that they can be reconciled with God, even God 
who is perfect, and that in finding this reconciliation, they can be made new. 
 
Don’t begin by traveling to some far-off place to convert unbelievers. And don’t try to 
be dramatic by tackling some public enemy. Go to the lost, confused people right 
here in the neighbourhood. Tell them that the kingdom is here. Bring health to the 
sick. Raise the dead. Touch the untouchables. Kick out the demons. You have been 
treated generously, so live generously. 
 



 “Don’t think you have to put on a fund-raising campaign before you start. You don’t 
need a lot of equipment. You are the equipment, and all you need to keep that going 
is three meals a day. Travel light. 
 
Amen 
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