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                          Harvest Hospitality 

Genesis 1:26-31 

Romans 8:18-25 

Harvest thanks and the hospitality of the earth. 

Today as we bring our gifts of food which will go to help those who are 
finding it hard to keep food on their own tables, we do as an act of 
thanksgiving to God for giving us what we need for life. We thank God 
for giving us food and water, shelter and warmth, love and purpose and 
meaning. It is good that we pause often – before meals, maybe – and at 
least once a year all together to thank God for the stuff of our lives. It is 
good to pause and remember that God made the earth and made it 
good. 

God made the earth and all that it produces, and God put us upon it. 
God made us to model his creativity and compassion, his humour and 
his excitement at life. God made us in his image, and he gave us all that 
we could need for life. He gave it to us in a way that can be pleasurable 
and fun. 

Imagine if eating was a chore which you had to get through three times a 
day, but you had no sense of taste. How boring it would be. Yes, there 
would be fewer people over-eating, but mealtimes would be a tedious 
business without taste – taste and texture of different foods and taste 
and sensation in our mouths. God gave us what we need in a way in 
which we can find enjoyment. 

In the section of the first creation story of Genesis which we read, God 
said that we could eat of any of the edible plants (the permission to eat 
animals came later). “See I have given you every plant yielding seed that 
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 
shall have them for food.” (v;29) The abundance of creation is summed 
up in these words. Every plant – the wheat and oats and barley and all 



that can be made from them. The corn and strawberry and Brussel 
sprout and potato. And every tree with fruit; the date palm and the apple, 
the fig and the pomegranate, the orange and the banana, the kiwi and 
the blackcurrant. What variety! 

And God gave us permission to work with creation to make the most of 
the abundance given; “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it…” So we can plant what we most want to eat and root up the 
plants that get in the way. And we can experiment with cross-fertilization 
and the production of new strains of plant, of seed and berry. There is no 
limit to the new kinds of plants that we might be able to bring about. 

But this did not mean that we should rape the earth and make it unfertile, 
and unproductive. There is a fine line between making the best of the 
earth and tipping over into abusing the earth which God gave us and 
which feeds us. Subduing the earth does not mean that we can do what 
we like. It may have taken us a long time to work out what our over-use 
of the harvest of the mines and of the resources found under that earth’s 
crust is doing to the planet which God invites us to think of as our home, 
but now that we do know, there is no excuse for us doing nothing to 
change our habits and our life-choices. Christians, who know that we 
have this world given us in trust by God, should surely be the first to 
embrace climate-science and to make the changes, some of which may 
seem to be sacrificial changes, to how we have been accustomed to 
live. 

For God hospitably gives us the earth and says, “Make yourselves at 
home!” But when you welcome a guest to your home and use those 
words, you do not expect that guest to abuse your house – to light a fire 
in the middle of the living-room floor, or to try to change the purposes of 
the rooms, confusing kitchen and bathroom to the spoilation of both. 
When you invite our guest to make him or herself at home, you want 
them to experience the comfort of your home as you intend it – with 
comfortable chairs set in sociable spaces, with comfortable beds with 
clean linen and warm covers, with good food served in a clean room on 
appropriate plates. 

When God invited humanity to make themselves at home in his 
beautiful, fruitful, beloved world, he had that same hope and expectation 
of us – that we would work with him and with the way that he had 
planned the world, so that we would appreciate it beauty and fruitfulness 
and be fed and nurtured by it in the way that he had intended. 

Sing: Touch the earth lightly 



When we think about the beautiful and fruitful world God has invited us 
to live in, one of the things we Christians should remember is that Jesus’ 
death was not just to redeem our individual souls, but to redeem the 
world. We have a lot to thank the reformed tradition of Christianity for, 
that tradition is which we stand, and not least for the emphasis that the 
salvation of God is for each of us as individuals, forgiving our personal 
sins and restoring us to a full and free relationship with God as our 
Father – what an amazing truth! 

But while that is good news, which means that it is gospel, it is not the 
whole of the Gospel. The good news is even bigger than that! Jesus 
came to set right and redeem the physical created world as well as the 
world of human life. Humanity’s relationship with the earth might not 
have been of such disastrous consequence in ancient times as it is now, 
since the really harmful technologies which we have now were not then 
developed, but even then God’s creation was subject to change and 
decay. Crops failed for lack of rain or because of disease, forestry or the 
lack of it caused landslips and mudslides, even then. If we know that all 
is not well with the planet we live on, so did the people of Jesus’ day. 

And Paul, talking about the suffering that is part of the imperfection of 
life, tells us that the whole of creation longs to see the children of God 
act as God’s heirs. Creation, God’s beloved world, is longing to see 
God’s children, human beings, get their act together and be the images 
of God himself that we were made to be. The physical world is waiting 
for us to model his creativity and compassion, his humour and his 
excitement at life. It is waiting for us to remember that we are God’s 
heirs, and that what God made, we inherit. 

And if we inherit this world, why would we not do all we can to maintain 
it, and enhance it, rather than despoiling it? When you stop to think, it a 
tremendous thing to think that we are the heirs of God and inherit all that 
he has made! God gives us the hospitality of the earth. He asks us to 
make a home here and make it the best that we can. He is asking us to 
live in harmony with the way that he made the world to function, not at 
odds with it, just trying to get what we can from it. We are guests, not 
masters, on the earth, and we should live accordingly. 

Today we give God thanks. God gives us so much and with such variety. 
We give thanks by giving to others, because one of the ways that the 
earth is not what it should be, is that there are some who have more 
than they need – most if not all of us – and some who struggle to get 
enough to live on. And so we are giving to our local foodbank/to Ness 



Bank Church’s feeding programme, glad that we have the abundance to 
do so, but sorry that there is a need for such a facility amongst us, and 
that its use is not dwindling, but growing and need deepens in our 
community. We are giving in thankfulness and also in acknowledgment 
that there is something here that needs to be mended for the world to be 
as it should be. We are giving modelling God’s generosity and hospitality 
which he invites all to have a share in, but also in sorrow that there is 
something broken here, that we may have had a hand in breaking, at 
least by being part of the systems of society which has allowed it to 
happen. 

So in our thankfulness, let us not forget that we are called to model God 
himself, by cherishing his creation, by using it for the good of all and in 
ways that does not diminish the beauty, fertility and variety which God 
has given. It would be hypocritical of us to give thanks for the harvest, is 
we were not doing all we can to make sure that the earth maintains and 
re-gains its ability to provide God’s hospitality to all. 

 


