
Lemlair, Mountgerald, & Ardullie  

 

 

Lemlair House 

 

Built circa 1875, probably by W C Joass.  Listed B Buldings Owner at that time was 

William ‘Dearg’ Munro, son of John ‘Dearg’ of Swordale and Lemlair, who was a 

renowned whisky smuggler and whose fortune was the subject of much rumour 

including one about John Dearg having discovered the proceeds of a Stage Coach 

robbery. 



Lemlair and Mountgerald were bought 

in 1920 by P W McCallum (pictured), 

auctioneer and livestock dealer, who 

became known as the ‘Chancellor of 

the Exchequer’.  He died in 1964 aged 

95. 

 

Owner (1991) German millionaire, 

Wilfred Uhde. 

 



 

Lemlair Estate Employees 
 

(Left to right)  Johnny Ross (shepherd);  Willie Mowat; Kenny Morrison; Bunty Ross 

(shepherd) 

 

 

 

Lemlair School (converted to house. Photo 1991) 
 

Opened in 1904 on the easterly end of the lower street of Lemlair farm cottages.  

There were up to 20 pupils; 14 when it closed in 1951.  Toilet facilities consisted of an 



outdoor bucket loo, with a separate one for the long-time teacher Miss Mackenzie, 

who came daily by train from Tain, cycling from Foulis Station. 

 

P. McCallum 26 October 1949 

of Lemlair 

 

I have submitted to my School Management Committee your letter of 24th July last 

complaining of a newspaper article purporting to describe a discussion relating to 

Lemlair School at the July meeting of the Committee. 

 

The Committee regret that there should have appeared in the Press an unauthorized 

report of the discussion which took place regarding the conditions of Lemlair School, 

including statements which do not represent the views of the School Management 

Committee. 

 

The discussion which took place regarding these conditions was in connection with 

suggestions to the Education Committee for improvements at this school.  In the 

course of this discussion certain remarks were made which are now admitted by the 

members responsible to the exaggerated and based on inadequate information. 

 

The committee regret if any statement made at this meeting may appear to reflect in 

any way on your position as the Committee fully appreciate the service you have 

rendered to education in the district by making a schoolroom available.  They are 

aware that the responsibility for any unsatisfactory conditions at this school lies with 

the Education Committee. 

 

 



 

Mountgerald House 
 

Built circa 1800.  Listed B Building. 

Colin Mackenzie, of the Mackenzies of Gairloch, purchased the estate from Foulis 

and built Woodlands House in 1726.  Another Colin Mackenzie of Mountgerald 

became Provost of Dingwall in 1786.  The estate was sold to the Mackenzies of 

Findhon.  

The house is reportedly haunted by the ghost of one of the original builders, who is 

supposed to have been murdered at the time. 

It became part of PWs estate.  The Veterinary Corps were here during World War 2. 

Owner in 1991: Peter Grant (d. 2012) 

 

 



 

The Coach House, Mountgerald 
 

Built around 1820.  It is said that Sir Hugh Munro, Foulis, had the road re-routed from 

just Foulis Castle to its present position, because of being disturbed at night by a 

coachman, seeking the coach house. 

Burnt down in 1979. Rebuilt by Eddie Gordon (ex Evanton Spar) 1988-9. 

 

 

 

Ardullie Lodge 
 



Built early or mid-eighteenth century.  Listed B Building.  Central door has an over-

mantle dated 1688, rear door one dated 1659.  They bear the Munro eagle with 

initials RM and RM.  This was the Dowager House. 

Owner (1991):  Carole Coombs. 

 

 

Building the Corn Stacks 
 

Donny Murray (lower right) and Alex Mackenzie, Grieve (1936-57) who took pride in 

never having to work on a Sunday to get the harvest in. 

 

 

 



 

Ardullie Farm 
 

340 acres.  Belongs to Foulis.  In 1950 the steading burnt down despite the best 

efforts of the fire brigade and their leaky hose. 
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