
Note of Community Transport Meeting held in Rosehall Hall on Tuesday 12th June 2012
 Present: Sheila Fletcher, John Mcmurray, Lynsey Burns, Cllr George Farlow, Lily Byron, Allan Archer, 
Beverley Morrison, Julie Stevens,John White, Chris Dunin Rcychowska, Gordon Bailey, Brenda Bailey, John 
Wood, Sonia Bidwell, John Bidwell, Anne Snody and Ella Smith.

 Apologies were received from Ann Markey, Dave and Mary Goulder, Carol and Colin Gilmour
  Lily welcomed everyone to this informal meeting which was organised to discuss the problems now 
experienced in the Rosehall/Oykel area since the loss of the Lochinver-Lairg bus service at the end of 
December 2011.
 A member of Oykel hotel staff uses the Dial -a Bus service to travel south on her day off (Tuesday) but it 
cannot come before 9.30am and finishes at 3pm, so that it is too late for the morning train and her only way 
of getting home is by taxi, costing £25.
 Another regular user is abroad at present but needs transport to and from Lairg twice a week. Some of the 
teenagers had suggested at a previous meeting that they would like transport to Lairg on a Saturday morning 
and again in the evening, perhaps once a month.
 Anne Snody showed a MacLeodʼs bus timetable which showed 7 buses going from Lairg to Bonar every 
day. Surely one of these could come round by Rosehall.
 Sheila Fletcher, Development Officer for Community Transport(Scotland) said that she had recently visited 
Ullapool where the Youth Development Officer had set up a facebook page for community transport. 
Someone just says something like “Iʼm going to Inverness at 9am on Saturday. I have room for 3 
passengers. Does anyone want a lift?” or Someone can write” I need a lift to Dingwall next Tuesday. Is 
anyone going that way?” etc.
Sheila also explained how Community Car Schemes work and said there are four in the Highlands, the 
largest being in the Aviemore area. These are run with volunteer drivers who are paid 45p per mile. They 
have 140 volunteers.
 Questions were asked about payment affecting the driverʼs insurance. Sheila said that it is usually O.K. as 
long as you donʼt make a profit and you inform your insurance company. In some cases the car scheme is 
run by a part-time person who is paid.
 Your scheme should also have public liability insurance e.g If ours were to be run by the Dornoch Firth 
Group, their public liability insurance would cover the driver if, for instance, he hurt his back while lifting a 
heavy box for the passenger.
 Funding:  Windfarm money was suggested and could possibly be matched by Highland Council funding. 
There is a new round of funding for Community Transport out very soon. Forms can be downloaded from the 
Highland Council website.
 John McMurray had done some research before the meeting and handed out a list of issues to consider 
before setting up a community Car Scheme, which was very helpful but which some people found quite 
daunting.
 Lynsey Burns talked about the Bradbury bus which now has more funding but doesnʼt run on a Saturday. It 
could, if a driver could be found who was willing to work at weekend and who would have to be paid. It would 
take some time to get it registered for paid weekend work but it could be done as a pilot scheme first.
 Lily asked if each person present would be willing to say why they had come to the meeting. e.g. because 
they needed transport or if they wished to help or for some other reason. It seemed that most came to find 
out what it was all about, some because they worried about getting older and having to give up driving, 
others because they wanted to help in some way and lastly a few who needed or might need transport. Most 
people were not keen on becoming volunteer drivers. 
 John McMurray summed up by saying that maybe the best way forward would be to use existing resources 
and a less sophisticated scheme, at first.
  Actions:
1. Julie Stevens will set up a facebook page for Rosehall Community Transport, where people can offer or 
ask for lifts. Residents who have no computer or are not on facebook should phone someone who is, to ask 
for or offer transport.
2. Lynsey Burns will ask if the Bradbury bus can be used some weekends e.g. to do a trip to Inverness and 

also, if it is desired, to do a weekly run for Rosehall youth to the Kyle of Sutherland Youth Group in Bonar 
Bridge.

3.Cllr George Farlow will ask Highland Council Transport why, as Lily was told by the contractor, the 
Rosehall school transport to and from Lairg, cannot take passengers.
4. Lily offered to report back on progress (or otherwise) to Sheila Fletcher, John McMurray and Lynsey 
Burns. Sheila Fletcher, John McMurray, Cllr Farlow and Lynsey Burns all said they thought the meeting had 
been very worth while. Lily Byron thanked everyone for attending.


