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Abstract	

Context:	A	life-time	of	researching	my	professional	learning,	and	supporting	others	
to	do	so	too,	in	order	to	contribute	to	the	practice	of	education	as	a	life-long	values-
laden	process	of	learning	to	live	a	satisfying,	productive	and	worthwhile	life	for	self	
and	others.	As	a	professional	I	hold	myself	to	account	by	researching	my	practice	to	
understand	and	improve	it	and	create	valid	values-laden	explanations	for	my	
educational	influences	in	learning	and	to	contribute	to	the	growth	of	a	global	
educational	knowledgebase.	

Focus:	exploring	the	implications	of	practitioner	educators	developing	their	ability	to	
research	their	educational	practice	to	understand,	improve	and	explain	their	
educational,	values-led,	practice	for	reimagining	our	futures	together,	as	part	of	
their	professional	learning	programme.	I	draw	on	the	work	of	practitioners	working	
in	diverse	fields	and	contexts	engaged	in	researching	their	values-led	practice	for	the	
common	good	and	the	good	of	the	communities	they	live	and	work	in.	The	data	
drawn	on	will	include	conference	presentations,	published	papers,	and	doctoral	and	
masters	research	of	practitioners.	

Originality:	the	idea	that	professional	learning	programmes	include	the	
development	of	the	ability	of	professional	practitioner	educators	to	research	into	
their	values-led	practice	to	understand	and	improve	it	and	generate	valid	
explanations	for	their	educational	influence	in	their	own	learning,	the	learning	of	
others	and	the	learning	of	social	formations.	
	

Significance:	the	contributions	valid	accounts	of	practitioner	educators’	professional,	
practitioner,	educational	research	makes	to	the	learning	of	individuals	and	
communities	to	realise	their	reimaging	just	and	peaceful	futures	together.	

Strand	-	The	transformative	work	of	practitioner	educators		

Introduction	

Local	Contexts	



I	have	spent	most	of	my	adult	life	researching	to	improve	my	professional	learning,	
and	supporting	others	to	do	so	too,	in	order	to	contribute	to	improving	the	practice	
of	education	as	a	life-long	values-laden	process	of	learning	to	live	humanely	a	
satisfying,	productive	and	worthwhile	life,	and	helping	others	do	so	too.	As	a	
professional	I	hold	myself	to	account	by	researching	my	practice	to	understand	and	
improve	it	and	create	valid	values-laden	explanations	for	my	educational	influences	
in	learning	and	to	contribute	to	the	growth	of	a	global	educational	knowledgebase.	

I	currently	live	in	Bath	(England),	have	a	contract	as	a	visiting	research	fellow	with	
the	University	of	Cumbria	(UK)	and	lead	of	the	editorial	board	of	the	Educational	
Journal	of	Living	Theories	(https://ejolts.net/).	I	support	individuals	(employed	by	
themselves	and/or	others)	and	communities	researching	to	enhance	their	
contributions	to	the	educational,	values-laden,	learning	of	them	selves	and	
Humanity	to	flourish	in	this	interconnected	world,	such	as	those	to	be	found	on	
https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/posters/homepage2021.pdf.		

Global	contexts	

My	life	and	work	contributes	to,	and	is	influenced	by,	the	relationally	dynamic	and	
multidimensional	ecologies,	which	comprise	the	interconnected	world	we	are	all	
part	of.	I	am	made	aware	of	the	consequences	of	what	I	do	and	my	very	existence	
and	daily	living	has	for	the	world,	when	I	see	news	of	the	devastating	effects	of	our	
individual	actions	which	contribute	to,	for	example,	climate	change,	plastic	pollution,	
wars,	floods	and	famine.	I	am	also	made	aware	of	the	hopeful	possibilities	that	can	
emerge	when	people	develop	cooperative	ways	of	reimagining	peaceful	futures	
together,	where	the	humanity	of	each	is	recognised	and	valued,	expressed	for	
example	by	the	mission	statement	of	The	International	Cooperative	Alliance:	

The	International	Cooperative	Alliance	unites,	represents	and	serves	
cooperatives	worldwide.	

Founded	in	1895,	it	is	one	of	the	oldest	non-governmental	organisations	and	
one	of	the	largest	ones	measured	by	the	number	of	people	represented:	1	
billion	cooperative	members	on	the	planet.	

It	is	the	apex	body	representing	cooperatives,	which	are	estimated	to	be	
around	3	million	worldwide,	providing	a	global	voice	and	forum	for	
knowledge,	expertise	and	co-ordinated	action	for	and	about	cooperatives.	
(https://www.ica.coop/en/about-us/international-cooperative-alliance	)	

And	the	purpose	of	the	UNESCO	Digital	library:	

The	UNESCO	Digital	Library	is	a	key	tool	for	enabling	UNESCO’s	mission	of	
building	peace	in	the	minds	of	people,	in	particular	by	“advancing	the	mutual	
knowledge	and	understanding,	and	encouraging	cooperation	among	the	
nations	in	all	branches	of	intellectual	activity,	including	[…]	the	exchange	of	
publications,	objects	of	artistic	and	scientific	interest	and	other	materials	of	
information”	(UNESCO	Constitution).	(https://unesdoc.unesco.org/about)		

	



Context	of	this	paper	

The	context	of	this	paper	is	the	IPDA	2022	conference:	Reimagining	our	Futures	
Together:	The	role	of	professional	learning,	with	a	particular	focus	on	contributing	to	
the	strands:	The	transformative	work	of	practitioner	educators	and	Pedagogies	of	
cooperation	and	solidarity.		

The	aim	of	this	presentation	is	to	contribute	to	the	professional	development	of	
IPDA	members	engaged	in	professional	learning	to	improve	all	phases	of	education	
and	training	in	a	wide	variety	of	work	locations,	united	in	their	desire	to	enhance	the	
quality	and	effectiveness	of	Professional	Development.		

Structure	of	the	paper	

Methodology	-	I	begin	by	introducing	Living	Educational	Theory	Research	as	a	
methodology.	As	a	form	of	professional	practitioner	educational	research	it	is	
particularly	appropriate	for	professionals	researching	questions	of	the	form,	‘How	do	
I	understand	and	improve	my	professional	practice	and	learning	and	in	the	process	
generate	a	valid,	values-laden,	explanation	of	the	educational	influence	in	learning	I	
am	having	as	a	contribution	to	the	growth	of	global	knowledge?’		

Data	-	I	draw	on	the	work	of	practitioners	working	in	diverse	fields	and	contexts	
engaged	in	researching	their	values-led	practice	for	the	common	good	and	the	good	
of	the	communities	they	live	and	work	in.	The	data	drawn	on	includes	conference	
presentations,	published	papers,	and	doctoral	and	masters	research	of	practitioners.	

Discussion	–	The	discussion	of	the	data	is	focused	by	exploring	the	implications	of	
practitioner	educators	developing	their	ability	to	research	their	educational	practice	
to	understand,	improve	and	explain	their	educational,	values-led,	practice	for	
reimagining	our	futures	together,	as	part	of	their	professional	learning	programme.	
The	exploration	of	the	implications	is	organised	with	regard	to	the	conference	
questions.	

Concluding	–	I	conclude	with	summarizing	the	main	issue	the	paper	addresses,	the	
main	insights	it	provides	and	an	invitation	to	join	others	to	contribute	to	reimagining	
our	futures	together	as	professional	educational	practitioners	as	we	develop	our	
professional	learning	to	improve	education.	

Methodology		

Introducing	Living	Educational	Theory	Research	as	a	methodology.	As	a	form	
of	professional	practitioner	educational	research	it	is	particularly	appropriate	
for	professionals	researching	questions	of	the	form,	‘How	do	I	understand	and	
improve	my	professional	practice	and	in	the	process	generate	a	valid,	values-
laden,	explanation	of	the	educational	influence	in	learning	I	am	having	as	a	
contribution	to	the	growth	of	global	knowledge?’		

Living	Educational	Theory	Research	is	a	form	of	professional	practitioner	educational	
research	whereby	practitioners	realise	their	professional	responsibilities	for	their	
practice	and	contributing	to	the	growth	of	knowledge	for	the	benefit	of	all.	They	do	



this	by	researching	into	their	practice	to	understand	and	improve	it	and	in	the	
process	generate	contributions	to	the	growth	of	a	global	knowledgebase	in	the	form	
of	valid	accounts	of	their	values-laden	explanations	of	their	educational	influence	in	
their	own	learning,	the	learning	of	others	and	the	social	formations	that	are	the	
context	of	their	practice.	Whitehead	(1989)	coined	the	phrase	‘living-educational-
theories’	for	such	valid	accounts	generated	by	practitioners	of	their	educational	
influence	in	learning.	Since	then	the	canon	of	literature	has	grown,	establishing	the	
legitimacy	of	Living	Educational	Theory	Research	as	a	paradigm	and	methodology	
contributing	to	the	development	of	professionalism	and	Education	as	a	Discipline	(as	
distinguished	from	the	Disciplines	of	Education:	Psychology;	Sociology;	Philosophy;	
History	etc).	Examples	of	the	accounts	legitimated	by	universities	around	the	world	
as	making	original	contributions	to	knowledge	in	the	form	of	doctoral	theses	can	be	
found	on	https://actionresearch.net/.	

Data		

I	draw	on	the	work	of	practitioners	working	in	diverse	fields	and	contexts	
engaged	in	researching	their	values-led	practice	for	the	common	good	and	
the	good	of	the	communities	they	live	and	work	in.	The	data	drawn	on	
includes	conference	presentations,	published	papers,	and	doctoral	and	
masters	research	of	practitioners.	

The	data	drawn	on	can	be	accessed	from	the	website	of:	

• Jack	Whitehead,	the	originator	of	Living	Educational	Theory	Research,	
https://actionresearch.net/,	particularly	the	pages	labelled:	‘Living	theory	
theses/Doctor	Educators’,	‘Master	Educators’	Writings’,	‘Jack	
Whitehead’s	writings’	and	‘Living	Theory	Posters	Home	Page’.	

• The	Educational	Journal	of	Living	Theories,	https://ejolts.net/,	which	
comprises	a	freely	accessible	archive	of	peer	reviewed	papers	successfully	
submitted	for	publication	by	practitioners	engaged	in	values-led	research	
for	systemic	change,	which	contributes	to	the	flourishing	of	Humanity.	

Discussion	

The	discussion	of	the	data	is	focused	by	exploring	the	implications	of	
practitioner	educators	developing	their	ability	to	research	their	educational	
practice	to	understand,	improve	and	explain	their	educational,	values-led,	
practice	for	reimagining	our	futures	together,	as	part	of	their	professional	
learning	programme.	The	exploration	of	the	implications	is	organised	with	
regard	to	the	conference	questions.	

	
• How	might	we	promote	civic	discourse	and	freedom	of	expression	

through	professional	learning	and	education?	
	
The	‘we’	I	refer	to,	in	answering	this	question,	is	constituted	by	practitioners	
contributing	accounts	of	their	Living	Educational	Theory	Research	to	the	growth	of	a	
global	academic,	intellectual	and	scholarly	educational	knowledgebase.		



The	work	of	Mark	Potts	on	‘Living	Global	Citizenship’	(access	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/posters/mark20.pdf)	and	his	doctorate	
(Bath	Spa	University,	UK,	),	How	can	I	Reconceptualise	International	Educational	
Partnerships	as	a	Form	of	'Living	Citizenship'?	(access	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/living/markpotts.shtml)	illustrates	the	implications	
of	how,	in	the	course	of	engaging	in	Living	Educational	Theory	Research,	civic	
discourse	and	freedom	is	promoted	through	professional	learning	and	education;	
taking	the	practice	of	education	as	a	life-long	values-laden	process	of	learning	to	live	
humanely	a	satisfying,	productive	and	worthwhile	life,	and	helping	others	do	so	too.		

• How	do	we	develop	the	capabilities	for	our	communities	to	adapt	to	and	
mitigate	the	challenges	of	our	times?	

Again,	the	‘we’	I	refer	to,	in	answering	this	question,	is	constituted	by	practitioners	
contributing	accounts	of	their	Living	Educational	Theory	Research	to	the	growth	of	a	
global	academic,	intellectual	and	scholarly	educational	knowledgebase.	The	work	of	
Swaroop	Rawal	(access	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/posters/indiangp21.pdf)	and	her	
doctorate,	(Coventry	University	in	collaboration	with	the	University	of	Worcester,	
UK,	2006)	The	Role	Of	Drama	In	Enhancing	Life	Skills	In	Children	With	Specific	
Learning	Difficulties	In	A	Mumbai	School:	My	Reflective	Account	(access	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/living/rawal.shtml)	illustrates	the	implications	of	
engaging	in	Living	Educational	Theory	Research	for	a	professional	practitioner	
developing	their	own	capabilities	and	those	of	others	to	adapt	to	and	mitigate	the	
challenges	of	our	times	with	values	of	human	flourishing.		
	
The	Living	Educational	Theory	Research	of	members	of	the	Nelson	Mandela	
University	SA	Research	Group	(access	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/posters/nmu22.pdf),	The	North-West	
University	group	(access	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/posters/nwu22.pdf)	and	the	Durban	
University	of	Technology	group	(access	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/posters/dut22.pdf)	further	illustrate	the	
implications	for	professional	practitioners	developing	the	capabilities	of	
communities	to	adapt	to	and	mitigate	the	challenges	of	our	times.		
	
The	work	of	the	South	African	groups	is	particularly	focused	on	enhancing	their	
educational	influence	in	learning	with	values	of	Ubuntu,	of	communities	surrounding	
their	universities.	The	doctorates	of:	Bruce	Damons	(Nelson	Mandela	University,	
South	Africa,	2017),	A	Collaboratively	Constructed	Process	Model	for	Understanding	
and	Supporting	the	Work	of	The	Community	Volunteer	in	A	Community	School,	can	
be	accessed	from	https://www.actionresearch.net/living/damons/damonsphd.pdf;	
Merna	Meyer	(North-West	
University,	South	Africa,	2019),	Becoming	participatory	artists,	researchers	and	
teachers:	my	living	theory	of	Art	Education,	can	be	accessed	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/living/meyerphd2019.pdf;	and	Delysia	Timm	
(Durban	University	of	Technology,	South	Africa,	2012),	Towards	the	Biochemical	
Nature	of	Learning	and	its	Implication	for	Learning,	Teaching	And	Assessment:	A	



Study	Through	Literature	and	Experiences	of	Learners	and	Educators,	can	be	
accessed	from	https://www.actionresearch.net/living/delysiatimm.shtml	further	
illustrate	the	implications	for	practitioners	of	engaging	in	Living	Educational	Theory	
Research	for	developing	the	capabilities	of	communities	to	adapt	to	and	mitigate	the	
challenges	of	our	times.	
		

• What	role	does	professional	learning	have	in	tackling	
disadvantage,	inequality,	and	promoting	the	long-term	well-being	of	
individuals	and	communities?	

There	are	various	understandings	of	what	constitutes	‘professional	learning’	and	
‘long-term	well-being	of	individuals	and	communities’.	I	will	leave	an	exploration	of	
those	various	understanding	for	another	time	and	focus	here	on	clarifying	my	own	
understanding.	My	current	understanding	is	that	learning	is	both	a	‘product’	and	a	
‘process’;	the	‘product’	is	that	which	has	been	learned	by	individuals,	communities	
and	Humanity	(a	global	social	formation	which	transcends	time	and	place)	in	the	
course	learning	as	a	‘process’;	a	process,	for	example,	of	learning	to	tackle	
disadvantage,	inequality,	and	promote	the	long-term	well-being	of	individuals	and	
communities	and	contributing	to	the	growth	of	a	global	knowledgebase	all	can	learn	
from.	

Here	I	draw	on	the	work	of	Arianna	Briganti	and	Philip	Tattersall	in	support	my	claim	
that	professional	learning	programmes,	which	include	professional	practitioners	
learning	to	improve	their	knowledge,	understanding	and	practice	of	Living	
Educational	Theory	Research,	improves	the	transformative	work	of	professional	
practitioners	tackling	disadvantage,	inequality,	and	promoting	the	long-term	well-
being	of	individuals	and	communities.		
	
Arianna	Briganti,	is	an	international	development	professional	practitioner.	The	
doctorate	of	Arianna	Briganti	(University	of	Lancaster,	UK,	2021),	My	living-theory	of	
International	Development,	can	be	accessed	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/living/ABrigantiphd.pdf.		As	Arianna	was	engaged	in	
her	doctoral	research	her	practice	was	focussed	on	tackling	disadvantage,	inequality	
and	promoting	the	long-term	well-being	of	individuals	and	communities	in	
Afghanistan.	
	
Another	example	is	that	of	Philip	Tattersall’s	professional	learning	as	an	
enviromental	activist	professional	practitioner.	Philip	Tattersall’s	doctorate	(The	
University	of	Western	Sydney,	Australia,	2011),	How	am	I	generating	a	living	theory	
of	environmental	activism	with	inclusionality?	can	be	accessed	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/living/tattersallphd/philtphd.pdf		
	

• What	role	does	professional	learning	have	in	promoting	sustainability,	
peace,	justice	and	strong	institutions?	

	
I	illustrate	the	role	professional	learning	has	in	promoting	sustainability,	peace,	
justice	and	strong	institutions	as	professional	practitioners	engage	in	Living	
Educational	Theory	Research	as	part	of	their	continual	professional	development	



programme	with	reference	to	the	work	of	Máírin	Glenn,	Mary	Roche,	Bernie	Sullivan	
and	Caitriona	McDonagh,	which	can	be	accessed	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/posters/neari21.pdf.	They	have	created	
NEARI	(Network	of	Educational	Action	Research	in	Ireland)	to	“…	offer	a	safe	space	
for	practitioner	researchers	to	share	and	discuss	their	research	and	resources	in	a	
supportive	and	critically	reflective	environment	–	online	and	face-to-face.”	The	have	
subsequently	created	a	“Values	Based	Practitioner	Action	Research	(VPAR)	ESAI	
Special	Interest	Group”	(access	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/posters/vpar21.pdf):		

	
A	community	of	practice	where	you	can	
• Talk	about	what	you	value	in	education	
• Share	research	stories	and	resources	
• With	the	support	of	others	generate	your	own	theory	from	your	practice	and	

take	action	to	change	your	world	
	
Another	example	is	that	of	the	work	of	Sadruddin	Qutoshi	who	engaged	in	his	
doctoral	research	to	address	a	“problem	of	culturally	disempowering	nature	of	
teacher	education	and	research	practices	in	the	context	of	Pakistan.”	Sadruddin	
Qutoshi’s	doctorate	(Kathmandu	University,	Nepal.	2016),	Creating	living-
educational-theory:	A	journey	towards	transformative	teacher	education	in	Pakistan		
can	be	accessed	from	http://www.actionresearch.net/living/living.shtml	

A	further	example	is	that	of	Jack	Whitehead’s	work	as	illustrated	by:	his	presidential	
address	to	the	British	Educational	Research	Association	in	1988	which	can	be	
accessed	from	https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/jwberapres.html;	The	
Growth	of	Educational	Knowledge	-	Creating	Your	Own	Living	Educational	Theories,	
which	can	be	accessed	from	https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/jwgek93.htm;		
Living	Theory	Research	as	a	Way	of	Life,	which	can	be	accessed	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/jack/jwbook2018LTR.pdf);	and	the	
contribution	his	professional	learning	has	made	since	he	originated	Living	
Educational	Theory	Research,	in	promoting	sustainability,	peace,	justice	and	strong	
institutions	as	can	be	seen	in	the	archive	of	some	of	his	presentations,	keynotes,	
papers	and	publications	which	can	be	accessed	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/writing.shtml.		
	

• What	can	we	learn	from	innovative	approaches	to	engagement	and	
learning	across	communities	and	societies?	

	
Here	I	point	to	what	we	can	learn	from	the	work	of	Eden	Charles	and	Anat	Gellar	
creating	innovative	approaches	to	engagement	and	learning	across	communities	and	
societies.	
	
Eden	Charles'	Ph.D.	(2007)	Thesis,	How	Can	I	bring	Ubuntu	As	A	Living	Standard	Of	
Judgment	Into	The	Academy?	Moving	Beyond	Decolonisation	Through	Societal	
Reidentification	And	Guiltless	Recognition.	Retrieved	17	October	2011	from	
http://www.actionresearch.net/edenphd.shtml	
	



Anat	Gellar,	engaged	in	her	doctoral	research	when	she	was	developing	her	
professional	learning	as	“an	early	childhood	pedagogy	instructor,	an	Israeli-Jew	from	
a	Hebrew	speaking	culture,	working	mainly	in	three	educational	frameworks	in	three	
cultures:	an	Israeli-Arab	college	which	is	predominately	Muslim;	secondly,	as	director	
of	a	course	for	Druze	care-givers	on	the	occupied	Golan	Heights	and,	thirdly,	as	
pedagogy	instructor	in	an	academic	Teachers'	Training	College	that	is	affiliated	with	
the	Zionist	Kibbutz	movement,	servicing	the	multicultural	and	multinational	sectors	
of	the	Israeli	society.	Anat	Gellar’s	doctorate	(The	University	of	Bath,	UK,	2010),	
Within	Dialogue	and	Without:	How	has	'Being	In	the	Unknown'	Become	A	Value	in	
my	Developing	as	a	Better	Dialogical	Educator?	can	be	accessed	from	
https://www.actionresearch.net/living/geller/anatgelleredd.pdf.	
	

Concluding	

I	conclude	with	summarising	the	main	issue	the	paper	addresses,	the	main	
insights	it	provides	and	an	invitation	to	join	others	to	contribute	to	
reimagining	our	futures	together	as	professional	educational	practitioners	as	
we	develop	our	professional	learning	to	improve	education.	

Main	issue	the	paper	addresses	–	the	implications	for	professional	practitioners	of	
reimaging	our	futures	together	as	professional	educational	practitioners	as	we	
develop	our	professional	learning	to	improve	education	by	engaging	in	Living	
Educational	Theory	Research.	I	have	provided	illustrative	examples	of	how	
professional	practitioners,	in	diverse	fields	and	contexts,	realise	their	professional	
responsibilities	through	professional	learning	programmes,	which	include	the	
development	of	their	ability	to	research	into	their	values-led	practice	to	understand	
and	improve	it	and	generate	valid	explanations	for	their	educational	influence	in	
their	own	learning,	the	learning	of	others	and	the	learning	of	social	formations.	

Main	insights	the	paper	provides	–	that	in	the	process	of	researching	to	create	and	
make	public	valid	accounts	of	their	professional	practitioner	educational	research	
(products)	a	practitioner	enhances	their	educational	influence	in	their	own	learning	
and	the	learning	of	individuals	and	communities	to	live	the	just	and	peaceful	futures	
they	are	reimagining	together.	

I	have	presented	evidence	to	support	my	claim	that	professional	learning	
programmes,	which	include	the	development	of	the	ability	of	professional	
practitioner	educators	to	engage	in	Living	Educational	Theory	Research	improves	the	
transformative	work	of	practitioner	educators.	The	significance	of	this	idea	is	
illustrated	by	the	accounts	professional	practitioners	give	of	their	learning	and	the	
contributions	accounts	of	their	living-educational-theories	make	a	global	
knowledgebase	for	all	to	draw	on	to	reimagine	just	and	peaceful	futures	together.	
	
You	are	invited	to	test	these	claims	for	yourself	and	contribute	to	the	growth	and	
influence	of	a	social	movement	of	professional	practitioner	educational	researchers	
with	values	of	human	flourishing.	You	can	do	that	by	contributing	to	conferences	
such	as	those	organised	by	the	IPDA,	submitting	to	publish	your	work	in	associated	
journals	and	the	Educational	Journal	of	Living	Theories	(https://ejolts.net/).	Finally,	



you	can	contribute	to	the	growth	of	a	global	social	movement	by	sending	your	
individual	and	community	of	practice	living-posters	to	add	to	those	on	
https://www.actionresearch.net/writings/posters/homepage2021.pdf.		

	

	

		

	

	


