Newsletter No 8
School Successes
North of Scotland Cross Country Championships –Alness
A boys’ team and a girls’ team from the school took part in this event and both did really well.  The boys’ team were placed 3rd in the bigger schools competition and the best placed runner was Leon Miles-Shinnie who was 3rd out of a field of 100. The best placed girl runner was Skye Jordon who was 15th   out of a field of nearly 100.
Well done to all who took part and thanks to Miss MacLeod and Miss MacKenzie for taking the pupils to Alness. 

Sconser Fun Run
A number of children from the school recently took part in the Sconser Fun Run. Archie Macdonald won the boys’ race and Holly MacLean won the girls’ race.

Skye Primary Schools’ Basketball Festival
All the pupils in P6, GM6, P7 and GM7 took part in this event and all who attended were well behaved and took part in the event with enthusiasm.

Rotary Quiz North Area Final Dingwall
After winning the Skye and Lochalsh heat of the Rotary Quiz the school team made up of Iain Cormack, Elsa Galbraith, Cameron MacPherson and Daniel MacDonald took part in the North Area Final against teams from Dingwall, Golspie, Tain and Dornoch on Saturday 29th March and for the second year in a row, Portree Primary was successful in winning this heat. The school team will now take part in the final heat of the quiz in Aberdeen on 14th June. Well done to all who took part and thanks to parents for escorting the pupils to Dingwall.

South West Ross Piping Competition 
A number of pupils took part in the recent South West Ross Piping Competition. The school’s main successes were:
Beginners Chanter- 1st Iain Cormack  &  4th Meghan McCarthy
Pipes Novice March- 2nd Ciaran Ross

Dewar Shield – Girls’ Shinty Tournament
The PPS girls’ team won this tournament which was recently held in Kyleakin and Abby Maclean was also named as the player of the tournament. A number of parents also attended the event and their support was much appreciated.

Swimarathon
A group of swimmers from the school recently took part in the first Rotary Swimarathon to raise money for “Stop Polio Now” & Portree Junior Sports Club. The pupils involved swam really well and raised a substantial amount of money. The final total will be known after the Easter Holidays. 
Any parents who would still like to donate sponsorship money should send this to the school before the Easter break. Well done to Charlotte Gordon, Joe Jones, Jennifer Shaw, Kayleigh Macpherson, Kristin Macpherson and Erin Baker who made up the PPS team.

Old Folks Lunch
Pupils from the school once again supported this event by entertaining those in attendance with a variety of musical pieces. The feedback from the organiser and those present was very positive. Well done to all those who performed and to Mrs. Shona Macdonald who escorted the pupils to the lunch.

Boots NO Smoking Competition
The local Boots store recently organised a poster competition to encourage customers to stop smoking on, No Smoking Day.  The winner of the competition was Gemma Taylor who will receive a special prize from Boots.

Sports Relief 2014
To date a total of just over £300.00 has been raised by the school following a successful Sport Relief Day on 21st March.  The collection from the Easter Service will be added to this and a final total will be communicated in the next news-letter. The day’s events were once again well, co-ordinated by the pupils in P7 and GM7.
North of Scotland Soccer Sevens Final Dundee
Having qualified to represent Highland at this event the school team travelled to Dundee recently to take part in the North of Scotland finals.  The team eventually finished a credible 6th in the tournament which was won by Cults Primary School, from Aberdeen.  Thanks are extended to Angus Beaton, Kenny Gillies and Mark MacDonald who escorted the team to Dundee.

Nursery/ Sgoil Araich Arrangements for Session 2014/2015
From August 2014 the nursery sessions in all Scottish schools will increase from 2 hours 30 minutes to 3 hours and 10 minutes.  This change poses a number of challenges for all schools including PPS and discussions are currently on going regarding how the sessions will be managed.  What is certain however is that the sessions will start before the school day starts and finish after the school day has ended.  The make-up of the sessions will depend on the number of 3 year olds enrolled and any decisions taken about when pupils attend sessions will be indicated next term.  Any decisions that are taken by the school should be regarded as final.  A statement from the authority relating to the changes can be found below.

From August 2014, eligible 3 and 4 year olds will be able to have up to 600 hours of funded early learning and childcare in a year.  If your child attends a school nursery then this will mean that from August the sessions will increase to 3 hours and 10 minutes, from the current 2 hours and 30 minutes. In other partner providers they may have made other arrangements for offering the 600 hours so you would need to check with them how your entitlement can be claimed.
Early in the new session we will be organising meetings with parents to see how well these arrangements suit the needs of parents and if there is any adjustment to these arrangements that would suit better.
Individual schools are best placed to make local arrangements that suit their individual circumstances.

Royal Rockstars Project week beginning 31/3/14
Information about this exciting project has already been emailed home and tickets for the pupils’ concert can be bought from the school office all week.  The pupils’ concert starts at 6.30pm on Thursday 4th April at the Fingal Centre.

School Meals – Price Increase
From Tuesday April 22nd the price of a school meal will be £1.95.

Extra-Curricular Activities Timetables – Summer Term
Extra-curricular activities will start the week beginning 28/4/14.  The summer timetable will be emailed to parents by the end of this term.  Because local shinty competitions and local football competitions start the first week back, some coaches may start activities earlier.  In terms of P1 shinty this will not start until the w/b 12/5/14 as Mr Murray has other commitments in his own school. If any parents are keen to support P1 shinty being able to start any sooner, they should contact the school.

Shinty Sticks and Helmets for Pupils
Portree Primary School unlike most other schools provides shinty sticks and helmets for pupils free of charge although some parents do purchase their own gear which is strongly recommended. In the past the purchase of sticks and helmets has been subsidised by PJSC and the school fund but, unfortunately both these sources now have increasingly less money available to spend. To this end we would like to encourage parents to consider buying sticks and helmets for their own children as we are fast approaching a stage where we will not always be able to supply all the pupils who play shinty with the appropriate equipment. To enable the school to possibly negotiate discounts it would be appreciated if parents who would like to purchase their own equipment could complete the attached slip and return it to the school. Even when parents purchase equipment we would still hope to continue with our swap equipment option once sticks and helmets get too small. We would also hope that if pupils own their own equipment it might encourage them to take more care of it. Helmets currently cost £55.00 and sticks between £30.00- £35.00.
Interested parents should return slips to the school by Friday 4th April.



Staffing Updates
Parents will be notified of the schools’ staffing compliment early next term if as is hoped, the authority is able to sort out staffing issues sooner this year so schools can plan ahead for session 2014/2015.
The staffing news that we can confirm includes:
· Mrs Alston, Mrs Stormont and Mrs Moir will all retire at the end of session and we thank them for all their years of dedicated service.
· Mrs Shona MacDonald who is currently Acting H.T. at Staffin Primary and Kilmuir Primary will return to the school in August.
· Mrs Shona Nicolson who is on adoption leave will return to the school in August.
· Mrs Lynsey Finlayson who is on maternity leave will return to the school in June.

Skye Mod
The Skye Mod will take place on 5th ,6th ,7th  June this year.  More information will follow next term and while the school will support pupils to prepare for the Mod the majority of responsibility for preparation lies with pupils and parents, themselves.

Cycling Proficiency/Bikeability Scotland – P7 Pupils
It is hoped to offer training to P7 pupils again this year with our volunteer trainers, once again, supporting us. Any pupils taking part must have safe roadworthy bicycle of their own and a cycling helmet.  Any other parents who would like to help the volunteer tutors or any parents who would like to undergo the tutor training should contact the school ASAP. More details will be sent home next term.

Commonwealth Games 2014 and Commonwealth Projects
[bookmark: _GoBack]The school will be celebrating the Glasgow Commonwealth Games 2014 in many different ways this summer and information about activities will be sent home early next term.  Any parents who have knowledge about the Commonwealth and are keen to support the school deliver education about the Commonwealth, should contact their child’s class teacher.  

Easter Service
The Easter Service will take place in the Church of Scotland at 10.00 a.m. on Friday 3rd April. All parents and friends of the school are welcome to attend. The collection taken at the service will this year be donated to Sport Relief.


SHINTY EQUIPMENT ORDER FORM

Name of Pupil_____________________________

Equipment I would like to order:

Helmet

Stick

Signed__________________________________   Parent / Guardian.



