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SOME FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Why has the reporting format changed?
The curriculum has changed.  As we progress with implementing Curriculum for Excellence (the curriculum followed by all schools in Scotland), we have to find ways of keeping parents informed of their child’s progress. Highland has a vision and the future is electronic – learner, teacher and parent engaged on-line electronically recording and sharing information to help the learner to improve.  
How do teachers define where a child should be at a certain age?
Teachers use a wide range of information to make assessments in the course of teaching.  They use all the information they have on a child to make a professional judgement as to how each child is progressing.  Examples of these judgements are shared across schools and across Scotland.  
How and why do you measure potential?
This is a matter of professional judgement based on a range of assessments.  Teachers over time get to know their pupils well and have a good understanding of what they are capable of achieving.  Some children may struggle with a subject but through hard work and perseverance manage to progress well.  On the other hand, others may find a subject easy and “coast” through their learning.  Parents told us that they valued this kind of information and felt that it was important that hard work and perseverance were acknowledged.
It says on the front page that levels are “open-ended”, allowing learners to work in different ways with varying degrees of breadth, challenge and application.  What does this mean?
Curriculum for Excellence means that learning happens in a wide range of contexts and encourages children to apply their learning in ‘real life’ and new situations.  For instance, children may know their 5 times table and be able to recite it quickly but can they use it to solve a problem such as: How many 5 seater cars would be needed to take 23 people on a trip to the zoo?   
In addition some learning outcomes are on-going and may well not be formally assessed.  For instance one of the Health and Wellbeing Outcomes says:  “I enjoy eating a diversity of foods in a range of social situations.” Clearly, teachers are not going to assess your child formally on this but schools will make sure that children have opportunities to eat healthily in all aspects of their life at school.
My child’s report says that my child is not yet performing at the expected standard for his/her class but is consistently achieving his/her potential.  Should I be worried?
No you should be proud.  This means that, whilst your child finds some areas of learning difficult, he/she constantly tries hard and gives his/her best.
My child’s report says that he/she is consistently performing beyond the expected standard for his/her class.  Does this mean he/she should move up a year group?
No, the curriculum is designed to challenge more able children within their class.
Why does the report begin with my child’s views and not the teacher’s?
In Highland we have encouraged children to contribute to their report in some way for a number of years.  Parents have told us that they really like this.  In addition Curriculum for Excellence encourages children to become more confident through self-awareness and self- knowledge.  Beginning with your child’s view is recognition that his/her opinion matters.  
Why does the report not just focus on my child’s academic success?
The Curriculum for Excellence promotes four capacities which encourage pupils to become: successful learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors.   We hope that this report reflects your child as a “whole person” in all of these capacities as well as his/her academic achievements. 
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