About Skylanders
Skylanders was the first ever game to ‘bring toys to life’ by creating a magic connection between real-life action figures and virtual play.  By putting characters on a ‘Portal of Power’ children are able to bring the toys they love to life in the console game.  There is no need for an internet connection – all you need is an Xbox 360, PS3, Wii or WiiU (we’ll also be on Xbox One and PS4 when they launch) 
To date there have been two Skylanders games, Skylanders Spyro’s Adventure and Skylanders Giants.  Skylanders SWAP Force is set to release in North America on October 13, Australia on October 16 and Europe on October 18. Hi John,
 
Great to speak to you just now.
 
As mentioned, I work for gaming publisher, Activision and specifically it’s successful children’s videogame franchise Skylanders (information about the franchise below). 
 
We are currently working with Visit Scotland to set up an official twinning between the Isle of Skye and Skylanders ahead of the launch of our next game in October. This will be the first ‘virtual’ place to twin with a real Island (please note that this information is confidential at this point in time, we appreciate your discretion on this).
 
We will be running a PR and digital campaign around the twinning and we have commissioned some photography that we will use as part of this campaign. One of the images we would like to capture is in Portree (at the school or town centre), with a Lollipop lady holding a Skylanders SWAP Force branded lollipop stick, with children crossing the road.
 
It would be great if you could help us source the lollipop lady and children for this? As mentioned, we’re coming to Skye next week from 23rd – 27th September and we are looking to capture the images between Tuesday - Thursday. This shot will most likely only take a couple of hours of their time – do you think this will be possible?
 
Also, we would need for the lollipop lady as well as the children to sign photo waivers, which I can share with you as well.
 
In addition, we would like to place the statue of one of the characters on the school grounds for a day/morning as a thank you, which will hopefully be appreciated by the kids! Are there any specific times that would work well for this, thinking maybe the Friday morning (27th September)?
 
Let me know if you’ve got any questions, look forward to hearing from you.
 
Best,
 
Mimmi
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In just two years Skylanders has taken the world by storm: 
•       SkylandersTM figures outsold all action-figure properties in the U.S. and Europe year-to-date in 2013 -- and the Skylanders property outpaced all toy properties overall in the U.K. year-to-date as of June 30, 2013
Skylanders GiantsTM was the #1 best-selling console and hand-held game overall in dollars for the first-half of 2013
 
Audience
Our Primary Audiences are: 
1. 6-12 year olds with a core of boys age 6-9  
2. Parents 
 


http://www.highland.gov.uk/yourcouncil/news/newsreleases/2013/October/2013-10-03-01.htm

muga link

Portree Primary School recently completed the latest phase of their playground upgrade when their MUGA ( multi use games area) was opened for use by pupils, after-school clubs and the community. The project marks the completion of nearly £100,000.00 worth of improvements to the playground which have been funded by a massive fund-raising effort by the school and the Parent Council over the last 3 years. Support has also been received from Highland Council, the local Coop and other community groups.
The picture shows some excited pupils on the MUGA along with Donald Gillies the school janitor, Joe Duffy, from Sutcliffe Play the main contractors, John Finlayson the H.T. and John MacKenzie the school’s P.E. teacher.
The addition of the MUGA complements the other works completed over the last 3 years which include a trim trail, an outdoor classroom, a refurbished garden area with seating and opportunities for pupils to grow things and the repairing of the general playground surface.



	Portree Primary School’s success at the annual Milngavie & Bearsden tournament continued when they took home the P7 (& under) shield on Saturday 21 September 2013.
The team set off at midday on Friday, with pupils staying overnight at the homes of the local team. All the pupils were well looked after by the local families and friendships were developed which will last long into the future.
There were seven teams competing in a very well organised tournament, with Newtonmore also joining Portree to bolster the presence from the North.
Portree started brightly and from a very early stage established themselves as one of the favourites. The squad of eight players was rotated regularly during each game, using the rolling sub rule, and this allowed Portree kept up a very high pace throughout each game. The skill displayed by the whole team was commented on by several of the opposition coaches. Every player kept to the game plan and played as a tight unit, with one touch shinty and good positional play leaving every other team struggling to keep up. Portree eventually ran out winners of the league and progressed straight to the final having scored 26 goals without reply.
The second and third placed teams, Glasgow Gaels and Aberdour, then played a semi final with Aberdour winning a close game to meet Portree in the final. Portree kept up the same tempo in the final and ran out 4-0 winners, meaning that they went through the entire tournament without losing a goal.
Every player produced a great display in every single game. Defenders Jamie Gillies and Ross Gordon were solid at the back and rarely gave their opposition a look at the ball. Conor Gilpin and Bailey Hallas, rotating in midfield, dominated each game with fast, strong play and real energy. Mark MacQueen, Martin Pringle and Ryan MacAskill linked exceptionally well in the forward line, scoring a lot of good goals with some very clever movement and passing. Murphy Henderson, although rarely tested, was always calm and reliable in goal; even pitching in with a goal at the other end against Milngavie & Bearsden.
Portree captain, Martin Pringle, lifted the shield to a lot of appreciative applause from the large crowd assembled at the end of the tournament.
To round off a perfect day, Connor Gilpin won the keepy-up competition with an incredible 194 touches in a minute!

For website- Portree A winners of A league and Portree B runners up.
Portree C winners of B league with Carbost runners up.
 
 
 
The final Soccer 7’s of 2013 was held in Kyleakin last Saturday with Portree claiming both trophy’s in the A & B  League. The tournament has been running throughout the year and culminated at the final last Saturday. The results are as follow
League A                                                             League B
Portree A  83 points                                        Portree C 57 points
Portree B 58 points                                         Carbost 49 points
Staffin 43 points                                               Kyleakin 48 points
Broadford 41 points                                        Portree D 32 points
Northwest 40 points                                       Midwest 17 points.


SLEF Photography Competition
 
Here are four entries each less than 3MB.
 
They are sent for the “Celebrating the biodiversity of Skye and Lochalsh” Primary School Pupils category.
This is a group entry submitted by the Portree Primary Garden Club which has 12 school pupil members so I have not included individual details.
 
The camera is a Kodak Easyshare Mini M200.
 
Permission is granted to use these photos.
 
Garden Club contact is Ingrid Bruce (pupil parent) Tel: 01478 640773
School contact is Flora MacDougall, Depute Headteacher
 
Afternoon, all
 
We get a fair number of requests to allow research  projects in schools.       We decline most.  
 
The main criterion for allowing them is whether there will be any benefit for Highland schools / communities from the results.  This one will  provide us with useful information. Some schools are already more directly involved.  The link is in the document  at the bottom of this trail.
 
Both the pupil survey (for 10 – 18 year olds) and the adult survey are very short and easy to complete.  It would be really helpful if you could find time between now and the end of November:
1. allow groups of pupils time to complete the survey
2. where you have a website / newsletter, put the survey link on it and encourage parents and staff to complete the survey
3. publicise the survey via the Parent Council 
 
A small number of schools are already involved and a seminar linked to this on-going research will be held in Plockton High School in November.
 
Many thanks for your help.
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