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Included within the range of services provided by GBC are: 
 collecting recycling, rubbish and garden waste 
 planning and enforcement 
 helping communities and supporting older or vulnerable people 
 looking after public health and making sure our taxis and food outlets are safe 
 supporting and developing our local economy and encouraging tourism 
 making sure our beautiful parks and countryside can be enjoyed by everyone 
 enabling a variety of sports and leisure opportunities for all ages and abilities. 

 
Guildford Borough Council collects the council tax for the organisations shown in the pie 
chart but keeps less than 10%.  There has been an increase of 5% in the current year, 
but GBC’s share of the tax is still less than 50p per day. 

 
No general government grant has been paid since 2017-18. A budget shortfall is 
predicted over the next four years and the Council is continuing a programme of 
transforming services to make them more efficient and cost effective. We are also 
lobbying the government to try to improve funding. We have reduced our annual spend 
by £11 million in the last 5 years. 
 
There are plans to invest £76 million in the borough in 2019-20. The aim is to make the 
Council self-sufficient by relying primarily on its own investment income, parking charges 
and council tax, whilst also funding major improvements (e.g. North Street and Bedford 
wharf redevelopment).  
 
655 affordable homes have been built as part of housing developments over the last 4 
years and GBC has itself built 92 affordable homes. In addition, we are investing a further 
£74 million in building a mixture of new affordable housing over the next four years.  The 
Slyfield Area Regeneration Project is progressing and will support 1500 homes. 
 
Notwithstanding the Revenue deficit GBC are investing in environmental and 
infrastructure improvements: -  
 

• The Unlocking Guildford Traffic Package costing £23.6 million includes: 
• Sustainable Movement Corridor (West) – prioritising pedestrians, cyclists 

and buses to give reliable and safer journeys from the Royal Surrey 
Hospital via the University and Walnut Tree Close to the mainline station. 

• Quality Bus Corridors – providing accurate real time information and better 
journeys. 

• Blackwater Valley Hotspots – to tackle congestion with improvements on 
A31, A331 and A323. 



• A31 Highway Resilience Corridor – to upgrade the Hogs Back with 
improved drainage and road surface. 

• Guildford Town Centre and Approaches Phase 1 – providing joined up 
signals and information to aid journeys in and around Guildford. 

• Surrey Flood Alleviation Schemes – to protect the town Centre homes and 
businesses from flooding in the future. 

• £5m allocated to development of Guildford Park West station        
• £10m funding from Homes England will enable the Ash Road Bridge to be built  

 
 
The Local Plan 
Last week the Council adopted our new Local Plan, which sets out the Borough’s spatial 
development strategy until 2034.  Key features include: 
 
 an objectively assessed housing number of 562 dwellings per annum with at least 

40% affordable homes required on larger sites 
 policies that are aimed at mitigating climate change. They set the bar very high and 

are intended to put Guildford at the forefront in promoting sustainable development 
and energy efficiency. 

 A transport and infrastructure policy that requires developers to contribute towards 
roads etc. before housing is actually built.  The policy also covers stations, schools, 
doctor’s surgeries etc. 

 Protection policies that protect the Surrey Hills AONB, the Thames Basin Heaths, the 
Greenbelt, Green and Blue Infrastructure, and the wider countryside. 

 A framework for planning Guildford Town Centre and identification of employment 
sites to promote the local economy. 

 
 
Gypsies and Travellers 
Many will be aware of the unauthorised incursions that have occurred in Pirbright and 
across the Borough.  Although the legal position is extremely complex, GBC is working 
hard to try and counter the situation. One problem is that the Police are unwilling to move 
travellers on when they know that they will just end up somewhere else equally 
unsuitable. There is a pressing need for a number of Travellers’ Transit Sites across the 
Borough as this would enable the police to direct them to an authorised site – this is 
being looked at by GBC.  The Government has announced the possibility of introducing 
stronger powers, but this is subject to consultation. In some cases, neighbouring 
Boroughs have taken out injunctions to prevent incursions on to their green spaces and 
car parks, but these can only cover the land they actually own and would not extend to 
Pirbright Green for example, which is not owned by GBC. 
 
 
Fly Tipping 
There have been a number of instances of illegal fly tipping, an offence which carries a 
maximum fine of £50,000. GBC has established a joint enforcement team (JET) to 
combat this and various other nuisance offences (e.g. car parking, dog fouling, excessive 
noise and litter).  The self-service section of the GBC website enables all these to be 
reported and where possible GBC will prosecute. 
 
 
Stoney Castle 
The unauthorised waste dumping and extremely unpleasant noxious fires, which have 
been reported, are an extremely complex issue involving a number of different agencies 
including Surrey County Council, the Environment Agency, GBC, and the Police and Fire 
services.  As this may well involve criminal proceedings we are restricted as to what we 
can say, but there is a multiple agency meeting fixed for later on in May and I am satisfied 
that all authorities are doing everything they can to put a stop to the situation. 


