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1. SUMMARY  
It has been another difficult year for SCC financially and I have updated residents and the Parish Council regularly during the 
year.  SCC continues to make the case for fairer funding for Surrey to all of Surrey's 11 MPs. SCC has saved £100million of 
expenditure during 2018 resulting in not having to use any of its (now very low level ) reserves. But the Council will need to save a 
further £85 million in the coming year. 
 
This is all on top of the £550 million a year already taken out of expenditure over the course of the past 7 years.  So excluding school 
costs (as most of that money comes direct from the Government) in just over a year from now SCC’s expenditure will have been 
reduced by nearly £750 million a year - but with increased demands and costs, particularly for Adult and Children’s Social Services. 
 
Current areas that have been considered, or which will be considered during this year, are: 
- disabled concessionary bus fares, pre-9.30am 
- subsidies for rural bus services 
- community recycling centres 
- libraries 
- children's centres 
- special educational needs 
 
In early 2018 I asked for a summary of the EXTRA LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES that have been placed on Surrey County Council by 
Parliament and the Government since 2010.  Over those 8 years there were to date an extra 65 legal duties and responsibilities that 
the Council has to comply with. Of those: 
 
- 28 are unfunded, ie extra responsibilities, but no extra funding from the Government 
- 25 were funded by the Government 
- 4 had one-off government grants (so no guarantee for the future) 
- 8 were waiting to be confirmed either way. 
 
Out of every £1 of Council Tax, over 70p is now spent on providing Adult and Children Social Care services to Surrey's most 
vulnerable residents.  That leaves just 30p in every pound to provide ALL other essential council services across Surrey including 
Highways; Surrey Fire & Rescue, Libraries, Community Recycling Centres, support for rural bus services, maintaining the Surrey 
Countryside estate, and so on. So the cost savings have to mainly come from that 30p in the £. 
 
2. SURREY JOINT TOP IN RECYCLING HOUSEHOLD WASTE 
Surrey was joint top of recycling rates in the country @ 57.7% of household waste being recycled Information issued by the 
Government Department "DEFRA" showed both Surrey and Oxfordshire recycled 57.7% of household waste, the highest recycling 
rate of the 32 areas in England with two-tier authorities, ie County and Boroughs. 
 
There is a Surrey Waste Partnership responsible for reducing waste and increasing recycling consisting of the 11 district and 
borough councils that collect waste and recycling - and Surrey County Council which is responsible for disposing of it. The target is 
to reach 70% of household waste being recycled. 
The most recent figures show that Guildford is recycling almost 60%.  Surrey has also seen a reduction in the amount of waste 
generated. The drop from 451.6kg to 439kg per person means the county has entered the top quarter of Councils for this measure, 
well ahead of a target to achieve this by 2020. 
 
3. IMPROVEMENT FOR MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
A new mental health Haven for young people in Surrey was opened.  The service, offers 10 to 18-year-olds in Surrey a safe place to 
go and talk about their worries - The Haven, located at The Discovery Centre in Guildford, is run as a partnership by Surrey & 
Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust, Surrey County Council and Guildford & Waverley NHS Clinical Commissioning Group. 
 
This new service will be a great source of support for young people when they need it most. By working together as one team with 
health services, it can make sure support offered is closely tailored to young people’s needs, helping to prevent difficulties escalating 
and reducing the need for them to go to hospital for the assistance they need. 
 
4. ACTION FOR SURREY'S ROADS 
The County Council's fleet of gritting lorries were out daily as needed during the cold weather to keep Surrey moving. Ahead of 
winter, the Council had stockpiled salt and enlisted the support of more than 50 farmers with ploughs to clear snow. 
 



Potholes. Winter weather always brings more potholes, no surprise there!  Last year Surrey Highways fixed more than 50,000 
potholes. So, my usual reminder please, that SCC relies on public reporting and if you see a pothole or other road defect - REPORT 
IT!  Please don't leave it to others, as they will have left it to you! 
 
The best way is via the website www.surreycc.gov.uk where there is a "Report It" section. You can bring up a map of the road and 
mark the potholes exact location on the road.  How quickly it will be repaired depends on the size of the pothole and location in the 
road, i.e. how dangerous it is. Email: contact.centre@surreycc.gov.uk  or Telephone:  0300 200 1003 
 
ROADS. Locally, there was pre-patching & road resurfacing at School Lane, Stanley Hill, Dawneys Road, Guildford Road & Ash 
Road. 
 
NEW VAS SIGN 
I was pleased to help obtain a permanent VAS (Vehicle Activated Sign) flashing speed sign on the bend before the Royal Oak bend, 
Pirbright Road, Normandy bound, in conjunction with support from the Parish Council plus other improved signage at the location; 
installation is expected shortly.  My sincere thanks to the Parish Council for their ongoing support on these matters, and in particular 
to Cllr Mike Hobbs as Chairman of the Parish Highways Committee, as he is shortly retiring from that role. 
 
5. REDUCED OPENING TIMES AT THE SLYFIELD RECYCLING CENTRE 
As part of the need to save over £2million a year from the costs of CRCs and waste, reduced opening times (closure on the two least 
busy days of Tuesdays and Wednesdays) took effect January 2018. It worth repeating that all HOUSEHOLD waste including garden 
waste, continues to be free of charge. And that Commercial waste, as before, is chargeable. The recent and ongoing discussions re 
changes to other CRC sites in Surrey have not involved Slyfield, Guildford or Martyrs Lane, Woking. 
 
6. SUPPORT FOR LOCAL VOLUNTARY GROUPS /PROJECTS THIS YEAR 
Members may recall my request for local voluntary groups to apply for the funding available from SCC and I’m disappointed that no 
groups from Pirbright applied for this funding in 2018. Although a grant from 2017 did come to fruition as the Fox Corner Wildlife 
Association were able to install their new Winter Bridge in the autumn. 
 
Before someone asks me how there is still money for such grants when the SCC Revenue Budget is under such pressure, the 
answer is in the sums available for grants, in the hundreds of pounds (maximum £500), compared to literally £hundreds of £millions 
of pounds for the major services such as adult and children’s social services, where the main major cost pressures are. 
 
So as long as there are such funds made available for local voluntary groups and projects I will do all I can to assist local groups and 
projects in Pirbright and Fox Corner.  I will welcome applications for 2019. Groups that have NOT had this funding before will be 
given priority; the maximum is again £500 and must be for either a piece of equipment or a one off project, and cannot be for 
ongoing running costs.  Groups that have had funding before can apply again, but are likely to receive a lower amount.  Please 
Contact me for advice: keithwitham1@hotmail.co.uk 
 
7. ELECTRIC PARK & RIDE BUSES 
New electric buses for Guildford's Park & Ride - a first for Surrey - and it is believed for the UK. Nine new fully electric, zero emission 
buses have been introduced on the Guildford park & ride service. Surrey County Council and Stagecoach have worked in 
partnership to bring the single-decker buses, built by Guildford based manufacturer Alexander Dennis, to the town. This is fantastic 
news for Guildford. Not only will the new park & ride fleet of buses be smoother and quieter, they are much better for the 
environment while also bringing an economic boost to the county because local company Alexander Dennis is building them. 
 
And they will help to reduce congestion and improve air quality. Reducing vehicle emissions is a priority for Surrey County Council 
and introducing Surrey’s first electric buses is just one piece of the jigsaw – there are also plans to help establish a comprehensive 
network of electric charging points and to reduce pollution around schools. 
 
8. SURREY FIRE AND RESCUE 
A Prototype Electric Fire Engine has been on trial in Surrey.  Fire and Rescue services from across London and the South East 
came to Surrey to see the prototype electric fire engine put through its paces. The Fire Truck has barely any exhaust emissions and 
boasts a range of other innovative features. 
 
Surrey Fire & Rescue was exempted from making any financial savings in 2019, and has was allocated an extra £900,000 for new 
fire engines, recruitment of new staff and changing its services.  By way of background it is worth noting that over the past 10 years 
the number of fires in Surrey has reduced by 50%, but in the same period road traffic accidents RTAs have increased by 50%. And 
that every year people also die by drowning in our rivers. So Surrey Fire & Rescue are looking to reconfigure their services to the 
demand with more emphasis on preventative work. See www.surreycc.gov.uk  
 
 
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/fire-and-rescue/about/our-vision-mission-and-aims/priorities-plans-and-
governance/plans-strategies-and-legislation/public-safety 


