
 

Pirbright Parish council 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2018-19 

We live within a beautiful Parish with so many natural and heritage assets and with many talented and capable people.  Our aim continues to be 
to promote the health, vitality and well-being of the community and environment of our village.  This has driven all that we have achieved within 
the year, so that we may protect and enhance the countryside in which we live, and the quality of life enjoyed by our residents and visitors alike. 

The Parish Council is a voluntary body, the lowest level of local government, and our powers and resources are limited.  We care about our 
community and our environment and this is what drives us.  As a council, we want people to be involved with what goes on in their community 
and to have a say in how their parish is run and how we spend our time and our resources.  So please get involved, talk to your councillors 
about issues that affect you or get involved with activities within the village.   

We can’t list everything the Parish has achieved, but here is just a selection of the things that we have dealt with over the last 12 months:  

· The year started with the resulting clear up from the traveller incursion, which left the Parish Council with additional costs for temporary 
posts, bollards and legal work.  Discussions have progressed over longer term measures to protect the Green from future incursion and 
provision was made in this year’s budget for swales and other measures. 

· The Parish Council has continued in its partnership with St Michael and All Angels under the inspiration of the Revd. Chris Musser, and 
we are now well advanced with plans for the Pirbright Village Dragon Fair on 15 June 2019.  The Council has greatly appreciated 
Chris’s wholehearted support for village life and this partnership will be testament to her lasting legacy after her well-earned retirement 
this summer.   

· We have made representations on numerous planning applications, the Borough Local Plan and enforcement cases locally, with a 
steady stream of issues each month to consider and comment on.  This has included a few persistent enforcement cases and also an 
increased number of cases of illegal fly tipping.   

· Additional traffic calming measures & signage has been installed in places around the parish and use of our vehicle activated sign has 
been focussed on speeding hotspots. 

· We have undertaken regular maintenance of the trees around the Village Green and have made provision in the coming year, to under-
take a full tree survey to ensure the health, vitality and safety of the Green for all to enjoy.   

· In monitoring the condition of the pond on the Green last summer, we arranged for it to be netted to remove the Wells Catfish and other 
inappropriate species, allowing the wildfowl and native fish to thrive.   

· The Parish Council has invested further in the reseeding, Vertidraining and improvement of drainage on the football pitch and this is 
now in a condition where it is ready to be used again by the village’s football clubs.   

· As Managing Trustees for Lord Pirbright’s Hall, we have considered the upgrade of some equipment and are looking at new investment 
in the kitchen, clubroom & other facilities in order to ensure that it continues to meet the varied needs and expectations of its users. 

It has been a busy year in Pirbright, it has literally flown by.  With many challenges & diminishing resources to deal 
with the issues we face, in some cases this has stretched our ability to respond as we would like, but with the help of 
Keith Witham for Surrey County Council and Gordon Jackson for Guildford Borough Council, we have largely been 
able to respond in positive & constructive ways.  We have also had good support from our MP, Jonathan Lord, on 
key issues where his support has encouraged positive dialogue, and on the Flood Forum that he continues to chair.   
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· The Parish Council has supported the work of Pirbright Cricket Club, 
Pirbright Premier & Pirbright Football Clubs in progressing the creation 
of ‘Pirbright Community Sports Club’ and the replacement of the cricket 
pavilion with a new multi-use sports clubhouse, to provide enhanced 
welfare facilities and be a new focus for enhanced sports participation 
within the parish.  

· The Parish Council has also ensured compliance with various new 
areas of legislation, risk assessment and regulation, and continues to 
receive favourable reports from its auditors and regulatory partners.  

 
The quality of life within the Parish also depends so much on the activities of 
all of the businesses, clubs, organisations and societies that exist and who are 
themselves supported by a determined band of people that sustain them.  
 
The Parish Council is committed to supporting the continuation of these 
organisations, events and activities wherever possible, and is grateful to the 
support of all of those involved in ensuring Pirbright remains such a wonderful 
place to live and work.                                                                  Steve Fidgett 
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Payments of £74996.16 for 2018-19 include: 

HIGHWAYS & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
As always, speeding and parking in the village continue to come to 
the forefront of items discussed regularly under this Committee.  
Despite a huge amount of help from our SCC Councillor, Keith Witham, to 
provide as much funding and support as possible to help with these 
blights, in a time of real significant budget cuts, as a parish we have to find 
ways to control speeding through our parish and find space to park the 
vehicles of the visitors and residents using the village centre for whatever 
reason.  
 
There is little point in bemoaning the issues that we all face, blaming PPC, 
GBC, SCC, the Police, Highways or whoever for lack of action when those 
affected by the blights cannot be bothered to help address the issues 
themselves.  
 
Therefore, please ACT and help PPC to sort the problems that we are all 
suffer. This could be as simple as walking to school or station wherever 
possible, parking considerately while dropping children off at school, or 
joining schemes, such as the Community Speedwatch, that can only come 
about after a certain number have committed and are willing to participate 
on a regular basis.  
 
If you have any ideas that could be investigated further, such as potential 
parking spots or further traffic calming exercises, then please let PPC 
know. As the link between the parish and the various authorities, one of 
the crucial roles of PPC is to evaluate, assess & discuss with the relevant 
official body the viability of any idea, no matter how large or small. 
 
This Committee is responsible for all aspects in connection with highways 
and the environment. The cricket and football pitches are now undergoing 
a continual and more thorough maintenance programmes to make them 
more playable and useable in the hope that we can have regular matches 
and bring more forms of sports back to the village. This includes ditch and 
bush clearance around the periphery of the greens to open up space and 
reclaim land that was once part of the green and improve drainage. A tree 
maintenance program is being rolled out, checking the health & safety of 
all trees within the Parish’s responsibility, and acting wherever necessary 
to ensure that any potential dangers are limited to a minimum.  
 
Further drainage & security measures around the Village Green are being 
discussed and assessed to minimise the threat of encampment or unsocial 
behaviour; the children’s playground is routinely checked to ensure that all 
equipment is safe to use and duly repaired or replaced if necessary; the 
village pond is now routinely inspected to ensure that the levels and types 
of fish present are not excessive in number or dangerous to other species 
of wildlife.  
 
Discussions and liaison are ongoing with official bodies about anti-social 
illegal burning of waste in parts of the village and how to stop and prevent 
such occurrences; and also with the MOD and Railtrack about use and 
accessibility of the ranges and Brookwood station. The list goes on and 
on, which is usually never seen or probably contemplated by the majority 
of residents, but which involves a huge amount of background work and 
action from members of PPC. 
 
After 8 years’ service I’m stepping down from PPC. It has been a insight 
into how a parish works and overall it’s been a real honour to be involved 
with its operation. Although many may not be aware, PPC does do a huge 
amount of work on behalf of the village and the residents.  
 
Being an entirely volunteer role, each councillor receives no payment or 
benefit of any kind and acts purely for the better good of the parish; some 
days there can be up to three meetings which have to be juggled with work 
and family life. If there wasn’t a group of men and women, old and young, 
around the table to discuss each matter in turn and make decisions based 
on local sound knowledge it simply wouldn’t work and we would lose a 
huge resource. Please help them to help you. 

                                                                              Mike Hobbs 

 Some of PPC’s costs have included: 
  Governance & Administration 
  Administration 
  Bailiff services 
  Independent Internal Audit  
  External Audit 
  Insurance 
  Subs & fees 
 
 
  Parish Activities 
  Newsletter & other printing* 
 
  Parish Maintenance 
  Grasscutting & Verti-draining** 
  Playground 
  Groundsman 
  Treeworks 
  Other 
 
 
  Donations  
  Royal British Legion                                       

 
2017-18 

£2231.77 
       0.00
£540.00
£300.00

£1427.64
£1174.57
£5673.98 

 
 

£1614.60 
 
 

£4304.00 
£760.94 

£1887.59 
£5500.00 

£315.72 
£12768.25 

         
  

£156.00 

 
2018-19

£2207.47 
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£550.00 

  £300.00 
 £1877.31 
£1170.46 
£7505.24 

 
 

£1183.50 
 
 

£5136.00 
0.00 

£1547.00 
0.00 

£2242.83 
£8925.83 

 
 

£120.00 
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Projects carried out during the year were: 
        Purchase of an exterior P.A. system*                                £4839.57 
        Installation of a longboard in the playground                     £5510.90 
        Installation of more posts around the Green                     £1425.00 
        Renovation of the football pitch*                                        £4350.00 
        Feasibility study & surveys for new cricket pavilion”          £4825.00 
                                                                                                 £20950.47 
 
*Grants & donations of £6792 were received towards these projects. 
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