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PERRANARWORTHAL PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 29 JANUARY 

2014 
 

Present:  Councillors G Brown (Chairman), J Allen, P Fox, C Hatch, A Hewitt,                    
H Kneebone, M Pryor, C Ridgers, T Williams. 
In attendance: Councillor M Keogh, Mrs A Pentecost (Clerk), 22 members of the public,  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The Chairman said that public participation would be extended in view of the number of 
people wishing to speak and for Councillor Keogh to respond where appropriate. 
One drain had been cleared from under the railway.  Road markings were very faint.  A small 
group – Friends of the Railway – were trying to promote the service, will have timetables etc. 
Mr Douglas – developing transport, new timetables inserted into Perran News and an article 
re the 3.30 service from Flushing to Treliske had been approved by the Transport 
Commissioners.  In addition Anne Sims had allowed her number to be put in to receive any 
complaints.  Mr Douglas as a member of the Maritime Forum and the First Bus form had 
direct links with the complaints officer. 
 
Severe damage had been done to footpath 7, which had been reported to Katie Jose from 
Cormac.  Speedwatch was up and running, 6 volunteers have had a couple of practice runs.   
 
Concerns were expressed about the planning application at the Mews, Goonvrea.  The new 
plans did not seem to be a lot different from the originals.  The same concerns as previously 
expressed at the November meeting; too many cars in a private cul de sac, the road surface 
of which was maintained and paid for by the houses there.  The revised design did not 
reflect the character of the area, was too high, would encourage further development and 
would ruin the area.  It was considered that it might be a safety issue.  It was a three storey 
property on a small site and was out of keeping with everything else.  The Chairman said 
these comments would be taken into consideration when the application was considered by 
the Council. 
 
Mr Halford asked whether the parish council had any other assets apart from the £46K held 
in the bank.  The reply was that the parish council owned the playing field, the village hall 
and the bus shelters, but that these had no saleable value. 
 
Concern was expressed about the possible axing of the mobile library service.  Councillor 
Keogh said there had been a lot of correspondence regarding consultation over this.  He 
was concerned as it was a social service and he would not support the full closure.  He 
asked that as many people as possible should write to him voicing their objections.  The 
formal consultation started in February and Councillor Keogh would forward any complaints 
received.  The matter would then go to the policy committee and then the full committee. 
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The issue of the flooding on 23 December was raised.  A number of properties had been 
badly affected and something needed to be done.  Various conversations had been held 
with people at Cornwall Council.  All the drains were blocked and did not carry away any 
water.  The Chairman asked Councillor Keogh if he could make any comment, to which 
Councillor Keogh responded that he had been dealing with Ponsanooth flooding which had 
been very serious and had not yet had chance to look at Perranarworthal Parish.  A number 
of houses and the pub were affected, and in Trewedna Lane the drain on the main road was 
flooded.  These were issues that could have been avoided.  Councillor Keogh said that he 
had discussed this with the Chairman, the problem would not have happened if the drains 
had been kept clear.  There was too much canopy left on the trees after the maintenance 
people had been around and cleaned the drains, and combined with the rain and the high 
winds, the system had been unable to cope.  He would suggest that the people who live 
near vulnerable areas should go and make sure that the drains were unblocked and perhaps 
a list of volunteers could be compiled, although he thought this was already happening. 
Councillor Hewitt made the  point that residents near the bridge, including the Morgan 
Garage, had all banded together to try and help each other as much as possible. 
Councillor Hewitt said that her mother’s property had been flooded partly as a result of a 
blocked drain outside of her property. Following the flooding on the 23rd her mother had paid 
for a camera to check the state of the drain, from that it was discovered that  a gas pipe had 
in error intersected the drain pipe. Rubbish had built up behind the gas pipe causing a major 
blockage. The consequence was that water had back flowed into the garden of Hazelnut 
Cottage  and into the house. The rest of the drain, continuing up towards the pub was also 
very blocked up..  Also, where the path had been covered with tarmac, by the shop, it had 
created a perfect water chute.  The Chairman said that this was on the agenda for 
discussion later. 
 
Councillor Keogh then updated the meeting on the 20mph speed limit proposals.  He 
explained the difference between a 20mph limit and a 20mph zone.  However the visual 
effect of a zone needed to be considered and also the fact that the police would not enforce 
a limit. The cost of putting this into effect would be in excess of £50K.  He was very pleased 
to hear about Speedwatch because he thought this was the way forward.  When the A39 
was closed, the village was the route through for that traffic and he hoped that the A39 would 
soon become a 30mph limit by Perran Foundry. 
 
1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Councillor J Davey 
 
2.  POLICE REPORT 
The report was read to the meeting, the speed figures on St Pirans Hill was more accurate 
than the survey done by Cornwall Council.  It was confirmed by Councillor Keogh that his 
checks had been done with a box rather than Speedwatch and this produced different 
statistics. 
 
3.  DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS/DISPENSATIONS 
The Clerk explained that the Council needed to decide how to deal with applications for 
dispensations.  It could either vote on each application or delegate to the Clerk to decide. 
On the proposition of Councillor Hewitt, seconded by Councillor Hatch it was agreed that the 
Clerk would take on this responsibility.  Councillor Hewitt had submitted an application for a 
dispensation to speak and vote on the agenda item concerning the recent flooding.  This 
was approved. 
 
4  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
On the proposition of Councillor Hewitt, seconded by Councillor Williams, the minutes of the 
meeting on Wednesday October 2013 were approved and signed.  
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6.  MATTERS ARISING 
None other than those items on the agenda 
 
7.  FLOODING ISSUES  
Councillor Hewitt said that she and a number of other residents had got together with 
Natasha Collings from Cornwall Council. They had discussed the lack of drain maintenance 
and problems with surface water.  Some of the properties affected had significant levels of 
water come through and some flooded that had not done so before.. Detailed notes from the 
23rd December incident would be passed on to the Clerk.  The bridge was silted up and it 
was accepted by the County Council that the camber of the road was wrong-Highways to be 
contacted again on this issue. Natasha Collings proposed bringing in a JCB to dig three 
metres either side of the bridge within the next 1-2 months when water levels had subsided.  
However the landowners also need to be contacted on either side, and it was proposed that 
this would be done in the next couple of months.  Her concern was that when the A39 was 
blocked, Perranwell became gridlocked.  Cornwall Council would be speaking to South West 
Water regarding the sewage pipe the downstream side of the bridge as that impeded water 
flow causing silting. She noted the broken pipe issue outside of Hazelnut Cottage as it had 
been reported regularly since the summer and nothing had happened. Councillor Hewitt 
thought that some progress had been made in getting the County Council to take 
responsibility for the problems. 
Councillor Keogh said that SWWA were inundated at the moment and he was finding it very 
difficult to get anything done.  Councillor Hewitt said that it was very distressing for people 
affected recently who had tried to flag up problems to the Council but nothing had been 
done. 
Councillor Kneebone said that the biggest problem was the silt, it had been cleared out a few 
years ago, but had now built up again.  The growth on each side needed to be taken back.  
Councillor Hewitt replied that the silt had been measured  by the CC and had not changed in 
three years upstream. However it was recognised that downstream was a different picture. 
Cornwall Council is responsible for the three metres either side of the bridge so have agreed 
to take action.The blocked drains further up were also the responsibility of Cornwall Council. 
 
Councillor Ridgers said that this happened a couple of years ago, at which time he had 
obtained the schedule from Cornwall Council for cleaning.  The pipes had not been explored. 
It had turned out that there was no good draining system, the system got overloaded, the 
fields could take no more and the water was running down School Hill.  It had only been 
possible to sort out individual drains.  He wondered whether it would be necessary to look at 
our own resources for a solution.  Contractors costing £75 per hour could clear blockages in 
a few minutes.  Councillor Allen said that the drains had not been deeply unblocked for 
years.  The Chairman suggested that perhaps the parish council could instruct a contractor, 
to which Councillor Ridgers replied that it would be necessary to find out where and what the 
problem were before doing so.  Councillor Fox said that the road just outside the parish line 
at Bissoe was a problem, it had been ok until bigger pipes had been put in and had made it 
worse.  Councillor Allen agreed, thousands of pounds had been spent but had made it worse 
not better.  The Chairman said that the village would always be vulnerable to flooding, and 
suggested that maintenance work could be carried out yearly.  Councillor Ridgers thought a 
group was needed to map out the problems.  The Chairman said that Councillor Davey had 
experience in this area, and suggested that a sub- committee be formed to take this forward.  
Councillors Hewitt and Ridgers volunteered to be members, along with Councillor Davey.  It 
was agreed that the sub- committee would report back in two months. 
Councillor Keogh thought this was a very good proposal, Cornwall Council was having to 
save a lot of extra money and the parish council would be better placed to take this on. He 
asked if any previous correspondence about this could be forwarded to him. 
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8. PLANNING 
 
Perran Foundry update – 
 
Councillor Keogh said that complaints were still being received about the mini island.  The 
situation was that the contractor asked for solar powered bollards because it was in a 
conservation area.  This required planning permission which was not approved by Cornwall 
Council and so required either a commuted sum to Cornwall Council or resort to the original 
bollard.  He hoped that a decision would be made soon.  He had been dealing with St Austell 
brewery about signs at the Norway Inn, these had now been replaced with “no right turn”. 
 
As Councillor Keogh had to leave the meeting early, item 12 on the agenda was then 
discussed regarding the 20mph speed limit proposal for the parish.  After the information had 
been given to the meeting, Councillor Hewitt said that this sounded like a poison chalice, 
warning signs would have to be placed every 300 metres and there would be additional 
noise from speed bumps etc.  The Chairman suggested that this should be revisited when 
the final figures were known but that flashing signs were effective, although they cost £9K 
each.  Councillor Keogh suggested that Speedwatch be given a chance before making any 
further decisions.  This would be done at the station, the bottom of St Pirans Hill and West 
Park, but could be done immediately if a problem was detected. 
Before Councillor Keogh left the meeting, the Chairman wished to record the council’s 
appreciation for the grants that he had given to the parish, which included the notice board, 
dog bins and refurbishment of the war memorial. 
 
   The following applications had been received from Cornwall Council: 
 

 PA14/00167 Tredrea Stables, Upper Tredrea 
       Trim one branch from a Holm Oak – Refer to Tree Officer 

 PA13/11449 The Old School House, School Hill, Perranwell Station 
               Listed building consent for demolition of two chimneys to roof level followed  
    by re- building of two new chimneys replicating the old ones.  Existing  
    chimneys are  beyond repair.  Support 

 PA13/11475 Park Field, Tredrea Gardens, Perranarworthal 
        Removal of Turkey Oak – Refer to Tree Officer 

 PA13/11497  Crystal Cottage, Grenna Lane, Perranwell Station 
        First floor extension involving conversion of loft area in order to create    
     additional bedroom and bathroom space.  Revised design to include  
     replacement porch –     Support  

 PA14/00112 Land at the Mews, Goonvrea 
        Erection of a single dwelling with garage under  
        Support with the proviso that any damage to road caused by  
     contractors is put right, a limit on the working hours so as not to    
     inconvenience neighbours and that the road should be kept clean. 

 PA14/00432  Lamorna, Silver Hill, Perranwell Station 
                   Felling of Monterey Pine Tree – Refer to Tree Officer 

 
  The following applications have  been approved by Cornwall Council: 
 

 PA13/09862  Crystal Cottage, Grenna Lane, Perranwell Station 
    First floor extension involving conversion of loft area in order to create     
    additional bedroom and 
    bathroom space.  Resubmission of expired application. 
 

 PA13/09982  Tullimaar, Perranarworthal 
    Fell Turkey Oak 
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9.  CORRESPONDANCE 

a) Cornwall Council – 

i. government decision on capping precepts 

ii. Cost of herbicide treatment of roadsides and future arrangements 

–refer to sub committee 

iii. Community Flood Resilience Support – refer to sub committee 

b) CALC – copy of letter to government re capping of precept 

c) OTHER 

i. ROSPA – notice of annual inspection in April - noted 

ii. Clerk and Councillor Direct – quarterly magazine - noted 

iii. Jan Moore - Triangle at Trewinnard Road – noted, if posts were put 

in, this would make it difficult for contractors. 
 

10 . FINANCE 
On the proposition of Councillor Pryor, seconded by Councillor Davey, it was agreed that the 
following accounts be paid: 
 

I. P Kneebone (bus shelters)  (Dec)                               50.00 
II. P Kneebone (bus shelters) (Jan)    50.00 

III. Mrs A Pentecost               904.69 
IV. Colorsign & Print Ltd               462.00 
V. Glenn Humphries Landscaping                              2,199.60 

                                  
                                                                     
                                                                    TOTAL                                 £3666.29 
 
Village Hall Insurance – Councillor Ridgers had met with the prospective insurers, needed a 
valuation.  Councillor Allen proposed that the parish council support any revaluation, this 
was seconded by Councillor Williams and agreed. 
 
Addition notice board – Councillor Hatch had obtained three quotes, the most favourable 
being £1,295, plus VAT.  Councillor Keogh had given £500 towards the cost from his 
community budget.  The Chairman said that he would propose accepting this to supply and 
install a new board 3 metres to the right of the Playing Field.  This was seconded by 
Councillor Hewitt and put to the vote.  6 in favour, 2 against 
 
11.  PLAYING FIELD 
Play Equipment  
Funding for play equipment – Councillors Hewitt, Hatch and Ridgers were looking into this.  
Councillor Ridgers said that it needed to be a smarter application than previously submitted. 
 
12.  HIGHWAYS & FOOTPATHS 
The West Park footpath had been cleared up 
Road signs 
The sign in West Park needed replacing – Clerk would contact Highways 
Finger post by the Morgan garage still needs attention,  
 
13.  MISSION STATEMENT/GRANTS 
Councillor Hewitt said that a separate meeting was necessary to discuss budget setting etc.  
50% of the Councillors were new and needed to know what the objectives of the parish 
council were, what had gone well in the past and what needed to be concentrated on now. 
Councillor Ridgers said that the parish plan had never been re-visited and the biggest issue 
had been speed and traffic.  It was agreed that there should be an additional meeting to 
discuss these, and other relevant matters on 19th February at 7pm.   
 
14.  COUNCILLORS’ ITEMS (for information only) 
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Councillor Hatch said that the website had been improved and now contained links to other 
organisations.  If anyone else wished to be included, perhaps this could be mentioned in the 
Perran News. 
Councillor Fox reported that the trees at the bottom of Cove Hill up on the left were 
overgrown and should be reported to Cornwall Council for action. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 21.20hrs.  
The next meeting is on Wednesday 26th February 2014 at 7.30pm  
 
 
Signed .................................................................   (Chairman) Date ................................. 
 


