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CITY PARADISE (6 minutes)
In this fantastical short film blending animation and live action, a recent immigrant to 
London discovers a magical realm underneath the city that fills her with hope and a 
sense of place and safety. Our heroine is alone in a new and strange culture, feeling 
separate and “other” until she discovers another reality beneath the surface, where 
her sense of belonging is returned.

AWAKENING (18 minutes)
in this moving short film, the mysterious story of a lost man slowly unfolds through 
layers of psychic healing. A man sitting on a park bench appears to be a student, yet 
his notes seem too old and his clothes seem too dirty. He is drawn to a restaurant, to 
speak with a specific woman who might just have a message for him. Could she be 
the channel for a resolution to his past? This deeply spiritual short film takes us into 
the realm of the unknown to bring healing to the present.

GRAZIE AL CIELO (THANK HEAVENS, 10 minutes)
This clever and twisted short film from Italy follows a man who whines from dawn till 
dusk, until he meets an angel sent to straighten him out. What’s real and what’s not 
in this humorous scenario... and does it really matter?

ILLUSION (1 hour 46 minutes)
The award-winning Illusion tells the story of a once powerful but now lonely, aged 
and ailing film director, Donald Baines (Kirk Douglas), who finds himself in deep 
remorse after rejecting his only child, an illegitimate son named Christopher (Michael 
Goorjian). Late one night the legendary director is "awakened" by the ghost-like 
presence of his dear friend and editor, Stan (Ron Marasco) who has been dead for 
more than 35 years. Stan shows Baines three "mini-movies" of his son's life at times 
when the son is at a pivotal point. What the old man sees is the tragic life of the son 
he never claimed and the impact that his absence had in his life and on his ability to 
love. On his deathbed, Baines is given the gift of redemption and the opportunity to 
help Christopher who discovers that the only person who could change the story of 
his life was the father he never knew.
NB This film is also listed in ‘films from the heart’.


