
Celebration
for a NewMinistry of

The Reverend Alistair Forster

as Priest in Charge
of The Benefice of Axbridge
with Shipham and Rowberrow

by The Right Reverend RuthWorsley
Bishop of Taunton

and The Venerable Anne Gell
Archdeacon ofWells

St John the Baptist, Axbridge

Thursday, 5 May 2022
7.00 pm



2

We welcome you to this celebration of a New Ministry.
You will all know Alistair for a variety of different reasons. It may be that you
are welcoming him as your new parish priest, or it may be that you are saying
farewell one last time to him. It may be that you are a friend of Alistair or he is a
member of your family and you have come to support him as he begins a new
stage of his life. Whatever your relationship with Alistair, we are delighted that
you are here.

The service has a number of different phases. After an initial welcome, the
newly appointed priest is presented to the Bishop by the Patron, a person who
has an historic right to help the Bishop to appoint new priests to the Benefice,
or by the Lay Dean of the Deanery. There may also be someone who
represents a past phase of ministry.

We pray for the inspiration of God’s Holy Spirit on both priest and people in the
communities of Axbridge, Shipham and Rowberrow. We listen to the
Scriptures and the Bishop will preach an address to help us reflect on the
nature of ministry both in this place and in the wider world. Next the newly
appointed priest will make solemn declarations and oaths of allegiance to the
Queen and canonical obedience to the Bishop as required by law. Then comes
the Institution, when the Bishop formally licenses the priest to the task to
which he has been called using those classic words, “receive the cure of souls
which is yours and mine,” reflecting the fact that ministry is something shared
between the priest and their Bishop. The Bishop then asks the Archdeacon to
install the newly appointed priest to their stall or seat.

The newly appointed priest will be presented with symbols of ministry as a
reminder of their charge, and as a prayerful commissioning with many of those
with whom they will work alongside in ministry in church and community.
With these things all the legalities of the licensing service have been observed.

As their first official act, the priest will lead the Prayers of Intercession. The Bishop
concludes the service by asking for God’s blessing on all present, and with the
worship completed we move on to celebrate in a more informal manner!

Please pray for your new priest, Alistair, not only in these early days, but
throughout his ministry in this benefice. May you be a blessing to each other
and through your ministry together may God’s love be made known.

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley,
Bishop of Taunton
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Celebration for a New Ministry
The Gathering
Processional Hymn: All my hope in God is founded
All stand to sing as the procession enters.

1 All my hope on God is founded;
he doth still my trust renew.

Me through change and chance he guideth,
only good and only true.

God unknown,
he alone

calls my heart to be his own.

2 Human pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray his trust;

what with care and toil he buildeth,
tower and temple, fall to dust.

But God's power,
hour by hour,

is my temple and my tower.

3 God's great goodness aye endureth,
deep his wisdom, passing thought:

splendour, light, and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of naught.

Evermore
from his store

new-born worlds rise and adore.

4 Daily doth th' Almighty giver
bounteous gifts on us bestow;

his desire our soul delighteth,
pleasure leads us where we go.

Love doth stand
at his hand;

joy doth wait on his command.

5 Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,

high above all praises praising
for the gift of Christ his Son.

Christ doth call
one and all:

ye who follow shall not fall.
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The Greeting

The Bishop greets the people by saying:

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you

All: and also with you.

The Bishop invites all those present to sit andwelcomes them informally.

Bishop:
We are gathered together today to welcome Alistair. He comes to
share with the community here, the ministry and proclamation of
God’s love. As we worship, let us ask for God’s grace and blessing on
our work that with strong faith the task committed to our charge
may prosper and bear much fruit; and let us pray for Alistair as he
comes to serve God in this place.

Silence is kept.

The Bishop invites everyone to stand and turn to face themain church door, asking
theWardens to open the door andwelcome their new Priest in Charge.

He is accompanied by the Lay Dean and a previous colleague.

Churchwardens:
We greet you in the name of the Lord

All: In the name of Christ we welcome you!

The churchwardens lead the procession to the Chancel step.

The congregation sits.

The Presentation

Lay Dean:
Bishop Ruth, I, Rosemary Hasler, present to you Alistair who has been
called to serve as Priest in Charge in this benefice and ask you to
license him to the care of its people.

A representative from the previous parish or ministry:
Bishop Ruth, I, Alison Brunt, have shared in the ministry of Alistair as
Assistant Curate in St. Oswalds Church, Norbury and warmly
commend him to you and to the people of this benefice.
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Bishop:
I thank you for your presentation and commendation.
Alistair you have been chosen as Priest in Charge of The Benefice of
Axbridge with Shipham and Rowberrow.
Do you believe that you have been called by God and his church to
serve in this ministry?

Priest in Charge designate:
I do.

Bishop:
I welcome you and will gladly institute you to this church and to this
service.
Churchwardens, is it your will and that of the people of this benefice
that Alistair should be licensed as Priest in Charge of The Benefice of
Axbridge with Shipham and Rowberrow?

Churchwardens:
It is.

The Bishop addresses the whole congregation:
Will you uphold and support Alistair constantly in his ministry?

All: We will.

Bishop:
Before admitting Alistair to the care of the people of this benefice,
let us now pray, not only for Alistair but also for ourselves, that
together we may be given grace to glorify God and serve the Body
of Christ in the world and in this benefice.

The priest and the Bishop kneel together, recalling their Ordination and shared
ministry.

The people pray in silence for themselves and their new priest.

Bishop:
Almighty Father, Saviour of the world and giver of all that is good;
hear our prayers for your servant Alistair and his family as he is called
to serve in this benefice.
By your Holy Spirit may he be strengthened in your service and filled
with love for your people.
As a faithful priest and true disciple of your Son, the Good Shepherd,
may he preach your Word,
minister the sacraments,
care for your people
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and lead them in prayer and mission;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

All: God our Father, Lord of all the world;
we thank you that through your Son you have called us
into the fellowship of your universal Church.
Hear our prayer for us, your faithful people
that in our vocation and ministry
we each may be an instrument of your love,
and give to your servant Alistair
the needful gifts of grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Ministry of the Word
Reading: The Gospel According to St John 14: 1-17

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in
me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And
you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to
him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know
the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me. If you knowme, you
will knowmy Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.’

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you
still do not knowme? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but
if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because
I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me
for anything, I will do it.
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‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for
ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because
he abides with you, and he will be in you.

At the end of the passage from Scripture the reader says:
This is the word of the Lord

All Thanks be to God

Choir: Locus Iste by Anton Bruckner

Sermon: The Rt Revd Ruth Worsley.

Hymn: Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart.

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;

be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord;

be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

3 Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might;

be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tower:
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

4 Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise:
be thou mine inheritance now and always;

be thou and thou only the first in my heart;
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.

5 High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright Sun,
O grant me its joys after victory is won;

great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

Locus iste a Deo factus est,
inaestimabile sacramentum;
irreprehensibilis est.

Holy temple of God the Father;
A holy place and set apart by God,
Righteousness within its gates.
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The Declaration of Assent and Oaths

The Archdeacon, with the authority of the Bishop, calls upon the new Incumbent to
affirm his loyalty to the Anglican inheritance of faith and to swear Allegiance to the
Queen and Canonical Obedience to the Bishop.

Archdeacon:
Alistair, the Church of England is part of the one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church, worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy
Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which faith the
Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation. Led by
the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its historic
formularies, the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common
Prayer, and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons.

In the declaration you are about to make, will you affirm your loyalty
to this inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance under
God in bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and
making him known to those in your care?

Priest in Charge designate:
I, Alistair Marcus Forster, do so affirm, and accordingly declare my
belief in the faith which is revealed in the holy Scriptures and set
forth in the catholic creeds and to which the historic formularies of
the Church of England bear witness; and in public prayer and
administration of the sacraments, I will use only the forms of service
which are authorised or allowed by canon.

The congregation stands.

Taking the Bible, the Priest in Charge designate faces the people and swears the
Oath of Allegiance to the Sovereign:

I, Alistair Marcus Forster, swear that I will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, her heirs and
successors according to law; so help me God.

He faces the Bishop and swears the Oath of Canonical Obedience:

I, Alistair Marcus Forster, swear by Almighty God that I will pay true
and canonical obedience to the Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells, and
his successors, in all things lawful and honest, so help me God.
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The Licensing

The congregation sits.

Alistair stands before the Bishopwho reads the Licence and hands it to him.

Bishop:
Alistair, receive this cure of souls, which is both yours and mine,
in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen

The Clergy, Readers and their Ecumenical partners gather as Alistair kneels and is
anointed by the Bishopwith the Oil of Chrism.

Bishop:
Alistair, remember your baptism into Christ.
Remember your ordination into the Church of God.
May God who anointed Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit,
anoint and empower you for the blessing of God’s people.
May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit be upon you and remain with you always. Amen

Clergy, Readers and Ecumenical Partners:
May the Lord look upon you in mercy
stir into flame the gift that is in you,
guide and go with you,
inspire you to know his will and strengthen you to fulfil it,
that, working together in God, we may change lives in this place.
Amen

The Bishop and the new parish priest share a personal greeting before the Bishop
invites the congregation to welcome their new Priest in Charge with applause.

Bishop:
Archdeacon, I have licensed Alistair to the care of the people of this
benefice, I ask you now to install him.

Archdeacon:
I will do so gladly.
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The Installation

The Priest in Charge stands before the Archdeacon.

Archdeacon:
Alistair, at your Ordination you promised to proclaim by word and
deed the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As you prepare to work in
partnership with the people of the parishes of Axbridge, Shipham
and Rowberrow I invite you to recall your Ordination.
Will you be diligent in the reading and study of the Holy Scriptures
and in public and private prayer?

Priest in Charge:
I will.

Archdeacon:
Will you persevere in ministering the reconciling love of Christ in
Word and Sacrament?

Priest in Charge:
I will.

Archdeacon:
Will you undertake to be a faithful pastor to all whom you are called
to serve, working with them and your fellow ministers to build up
the people of God?

Priest in Charge:
I will.

Archdeacon:
May the Lord who has given you the will to do these things give you
the grace and power to perform them.

All: Amen.

He is then led to the Priest’s stall and is seated.

Archdeacon:
I place you in the stall of the Minister of these parishes. May the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you with all joy and peace that
you may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The congregation sits.
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Dedication to Ministry

Informal welcomes are given to the new Priest in Charge.

We then commit ourselves, with the new incumbent, to share together in God’s
ministry in this benefice. The Archdeacon introduces this prayer:

All: We pledge ourselves to pray and care for
the communities in this place:
to share the Word of God,
to celebrate the sacraments of the new covenant,
to encourage discipleship.
Together, may we make this a place where we are empowered
for witness in God’s world. Amen.

Hymn: In Christ alone my hope is found

1 In Christ alone my hope is found,
he is my light, my strength, my song;

this Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.

What heights of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!

My Comforter, my All in All,
here in the love of Christ I stand.

2 In Christ alone! —who took on flesh,
fullness of God in helpless babe!

This gift of love and righteousness,
scorned by the ones he came to save:

till on that cross as Jesus died,
the wrath of God was satisfied—

for every sin on him was laid;
here in the death of Christ I live.

3 There in the ground his body lay,
light of the world by darkness slain:

Then bursting forth in glorious day
up from the grave he rose again!

And as he stands in victory
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,

for I am his and he is mine—
bought with the precious blood of Christ.
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Notices

Notices are given by the new Priest in Charge before he invites those gathered to
kneel or sit for Prayers.

The Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your Kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

Hymn: Guide me, O thou great redeemer

During the hymn, a collection is taken for the Bishop’s Fund for Ordinands

4 No guilt in life, no fear in death,
this is the power of Christ in me;

from life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.

No power of hell, no scheme of man,
can ever pluck me from his hand;

till he returns or calls me home,
here in the power of Christ I’ll stand!

1 Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:

Bread of heaven,
Bread of heaven,

feed me now and evermore.

2 Open now the crystal fountain
whence the healing stream doth flow;

let the fiery cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:

strong deliverer,
strong deliverer,

be thou still my strength and shield.
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3 When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;

death of death, and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side:

songs of praises
songs of praises

I will ever give to thee.

Blessing and Dismissal

The Bishop gives the Blessing, and then says:
Go in peace and joy to love and serve the Lord.

All: In the name of Christ. Amen!

We standwhile the procession leaves:

The Bishop and Priest in Charge walk together at the end of the procession

The offering will go to the Diocese of Bath & Wells
Ordination Fund.

Tomake a donation please use an Ordination Fund Gift
Aid envelope, or alternatively scan the QR code using the
camera on your smartphone and follow the instructions

(bothmethods can be Gift-Aided).

There will be an opportunity to socialise over light refreshments at
the end of the service.

Thank you

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton.

The Venerable Anne Gell, Archdeacon of Wells.

The musicians: organist Robert Anderson and the Benefice Choir and Friends
directed by Mark Goddard with pianist Helen Mann.

All those who helped prepare the church for this service..

And thank you for worshipping with us this evening.

Please take this service booklet with you
and continue to pray for Alistair and Heather.
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Introducing myself...
It is an absolute delight to be returning to my
home diocese of Bath and Wells to serve as
Priest-in-Charge of the Benefice of Axbridge
with Shipham and Rowberrow. I feel a real
sense of homecoming, returning to the
Axbridge Deanery, where I was confirmed,
and back to the area which gave me so much
joy and opportunity growing up as a pupil in
Blackford and Wedmore First Schools, Hugh
Sexey Middle School and, finally, Kings of
Wessex.

Following four years’ teacher training at Christchurch College,
Canterbury, I embarked upon a twenty-five year career in teaching,
beginning in West Kent and finishing in Surrey, with a short spell in
Cheshire towards the beginning.

After a period of discernment, I felt called to ordained ministry and
trained full-time at St. Augustine’s College of Theology whilst gaining
essential first-hand experience in a variety of parishes. I served as
assistant curate at St. Oswald’s, Norbury, London, during which time I
was ordained priest, in 2019, following my ordination as deacon in 2018.
I look forward to this new and exciting chapter in my ministry and the
opportunity to lead a team to journey with and to shepherd God’s
people in worship, study and outreach.

I will be joined in this move by my wife,
Heather, a children’s Speech and Language
Therapist, specialising in working with
children and babies with complex special
needs and feeding difficulties. We are
looking forward to being a part of the whole
community in the area and the chance to
make lasting relationships with new friends
and re-establish old school friendships. We
enjoy cycling and walking and I know first-
hand the amazing countryside which exists
that we will enjoy. We are both passionate
about music, especially singing, and keen to
explore vocal possibilities locally, too.
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Shaping our Future

In response to God’s immense love for us, we seek to be God’s people
living and telling the story of Jesus.

We have discerned three priorities for action that need to be at
the centre of our diocesan life to help each and every one of us:

† To place mission and evangelism at the heart of everything
we do.

† To realign our ministry resources towards mission.

† To identify, develop and release the gifts of all our people.

Gracious God, may your Holy Spirit guide us into the future.

Help us, throughout the diocese, to show uninhibited reliance on your
grace and power as we seek the renewal of our lives.

Give us courage, rigour, imagination and generosity in order that your
kingdommay come and your abundant life be known by all. Amen

The Benefice of Axbridge
with Shipham and Rowberrow
You will find a warm welcome with a mix of
forms of worship in our three Churches: St John
the Baptist, Axbridge; St Leonard, Shipham
and St Michael and All Angels, Rowberrow.

In Touch, our weekly notice sheet, includes details of our services, our
prayer life and the groups that meet in the benefice. You can pick this
up in our churches or subscribe at: http://eepurl.com/dNbV5U

Our benefice magazine, Catch This, is also available in our churches,
from local shops or delivered direct to you. Contact
catch.this.magazine@outlook.com for subscription details.
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Introducing yourself...
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