
Minutes approved 19/02/2018

                                                                                      
CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of meeting held 
on Tuesday 15th January 2019 at 7.30pm 

in Achness Hotel, Rosehall 

Present: Ron Boothroyd, Vice & Acting Chair (RB), Russell Taylor, Treasurer (RT), John White, 
(JW), Norman MacDonald (NM), Russell Smith (RS), Alexandar Campion (AC), Marcus Munro 
(MM) 
Apologies: Pete Campbell, Chair (PC), Post meeting - Brian Coghill (BC) 
Guest speaker: Paul Copestake, Flood Advisor (North West) SEPA (PGC) 
Also attending:  Highland Councillor Kirsteen Currie (KC), Valerie Houston, Kyle of Sutherland 
Development Trust (VH), Steven MacKenzie, Sandy Sutherland, Jonathan & Sarah Hampton, 
Michael Baird, Ricky Vetters, Ann Snody, Annie-Rose Munro 
Police Scotland:  None present 
Secretary: Mary Goulder 

At the head of the meeting RT asked that all present respect his deafness and make an effort to 
speak clearly and only one at a time to help him to be involved in the meeting. 
Item 1/2. Welcome/Apologies (as above)/Police report/ Guest speaker. Acting Chair Ron 
Boothroyd opened the meeting, welcoming all present. With no police report available he invited 
Paul Copestake to address the meeting. PGC gave an outline of the role SEPA plays under the 2009 
Flood Act and also advised that the CC can set up its own emergency resilience plan to incorporate 
flooding incidents. The main issue under discussion was the incident on 23rd October 2018 when 
several of those present lost stock during the flood. This was the second highest water level on 
record, with the 14th January this year being the ninth. It was clearly stated that under common law, 
supported by the Flood risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 which clarifies who is responsible for 
what and in particular SEPA’s duties, individuals have responsibility for their own safety and that of 
livestock on their property. They were encouraged to make their own emergency plan if they feel 
they can be at risk. A community flood group is often formed in areas where flooding occurs. The 
Scottish Flood Forum, a neutral charitable body will help with the formation of any such group. KC 
has contact and will forward this, as will PGC. Much discussion covered the operation of the 
Floodline warning system of alerts to those signed up to it. The first warning is issued when the 
water level reaches 1.6m with the second at 2.3m. These levels were established in the 1990s 
following consultations with local farmers, crofters, etc. The information is a reactive system 
meaning the water must reach the levels to trigger the alerts. PGC confirmed that both warnings 
were sent out on the night of 23rd October, but it later transpired that BT had landline faults that 
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night and not all signatories received the second alert, although all text alerts were sent out and 
received so those registered wold have received them. All registered on the scheme are expected to 
follow up the warnings by checking with SEPA either by going online or calling the priority number 
0345 9881188 (Quick dial 22107) where full details are available. The 1.6m alarm will result in the 
Bailey bridge becoming awash. As the alarm is at Easter Turnaigh upstream, the time between the 
river reaching 1.6 and the road becoming awash varies, on average this takes 90 minutes; on the 
23rd it took 45 minutes. A Scottish Government programme, Rivertrack, is under development for 
an instant recording system which could be in place within the year. Information would be hosted 
on a local community webpage. Scottish Flood Forum can provide more information. It was pointed 
out that the signage and stage plates at the Bailey bridge are not in the best positions. PCG will 
contact Matt Smith, THC Flood Team, as will KC in hopes to arrange a site visit. The Caithness & 
Sutherland Emergency Liaison Group will meet next week. PGC will establish if meetings are 
publicly available. He will also review the 1.6m early alarm level to consider if it should remain or 
be reduced. Questions were asked as to whether the amount of forestry felling being undertaken in 
the area has had a detrimental effect on the water catchments. PGC is trying to liaise with Forestry 
Commission Scotland. It was suggested that this could be an item at a future CC meeting. This item 
closed at 8.40pm when many of the members of the public left. PGC was thanked by the Chair. 
PCG/KC Action. 
Police report. Received by email the day after the meeting the report showed fourteen incidents 
comprising three RTC, one no seatbelt, one hazard (tree), one advice call, one assault, one alarm 
activation, two lost/found property, one false 999 call, one vandalism, one community safety patrol, 
and one drug related. 
Item 3. Minutes of the last meeting/matters arising. The Minutes of the November meeting were 
approved as a true and accurate record; proposed: Alexander Campion; seconded: Marcus Munro.  
Matters arising: (1) Roadside large stones and the gorse issues raised in November will be chased 
up by Cllr Currie. KC Action. 
Item 4.  Regular updates: 

(i) Planning & Licensing. (RS) Nothing relevant.  
(ii) TEC Services. Fly-tipping on the Pier road, Rosehall. This unofficial dumping area 

is again becoming unsightly and perhaps a health hazard. KC will raise it with THC; 
Secretary will contact the Graesser Estate. KC/MG Action. 

(iii) Financial report. (RT) Treasurer’s account stands at £3,501.57. The Rock-by-Sea 
Training & Development Fund balance is £7,188.20, unchanged from the previous 
month. RT was thanked for his ongoing work as Treasurer. 

(iv) Police Matters.  Nothing to add. 
(v) Kyle of Sutherland Development Trust. (VH) The damaged Rosehall noticeboard 

is irreparable. Funding is being sought for a replacement which once installed will 
become the responsibility of the community for maintenance and use. The Trust 
AGM is scheduled for April. 

(vi) Rosehall. (JW) (1) Work is ongoing to replace water mains pipes which will cause 
some local disruption to traffic. (2) It is anticipated that the Rosehall Tearoom and 
shop will open in the spring. 

(vii) Invershin. (PC) Nothing to report. 
(viii) Highland Councillor’s report. (KC) Budget meetings are taking place. KC will 

update whenever there is news. 
(ix) Broadband. (RB) Highland Wireless has been connecting customers since this 

rollout in November. Some line of sight issues are causing problems for some 
households however Highland Wireless is working hard to find a solution for the 
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affected properties. A solution will be found and patience is appreciated in the 
meantime. 

Item 5. Proposals for ongoing administration of this Community Council. Chair PC was to lead 
on this but was unavoidably unable to attend tonight. RB advised that a small group had met to 
discuss the problems created by THC cuts to administration annual grants. The proposal is to reduce 
the number of meetings to the statutory requirement of six per year with discussions/decisions 
undertaken on What’sApp in between. This arrangement will start immediately. All CCs to advise 
AC of mobile numbers in order to set up this group. Action all. Other time saving options will be 
considered e.g. time limiting speakers. 
Item 6. Windfarm updates.   None raised. 
Item 7. Website.  AC has agreed to take over the running of the website from RB. He has also set 
up a Facebook page and everyone is encouraged to visit, like and share it as widely as possible. It is 
hoped that with both of these up and running this might encourage involvement by more members 
of the public. The CC elections will be held in November this year. Several serving members have 
indicated that they are unlikely to stand again. It is essential that new members are found to ensure 
the continuation of the CC. It would be beneficial if any interested parties attend meetings ahead of 
the election period to learn more about the functions of the CC. The AGM will be held in June. 
Item 8. Correspondence.  (1) All correspondence had been circulated by email. 
Item 9. Any other competent business. Congratulations were recorded for the Four Seasons Club 
in Rosehall which has secured funding to continue operating the Rosehall Taxi Scheme previously 
funded by the CC. Lily Byron remains the contact. 
Item 10. Date, time and place of next meeting.  The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday, 19th March in the Invershin Village Hall.  MG to book the room. MG Action. 
Item 11. Private session. Beinn Tharsuinn community benefit. There were no applications to the 
Beinn Tharsuinn Fund. Discussions will be held at the March meeting regarding the next transfer of 
funds to the Endowment Fund. Agenda item. Lairg Learning Centre has enquired about funding 
through the Training & Development Fund. Details will be sent. MG Action. 

 Meeting closed 9.25pm.
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