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                                                                                      CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held

on Tuesday 15th October 2019 at 7.30pm

in Invershin Village Hall

Present: Pete Campbell, Chair (PC), Ron Boothroyd, Vice Chair (RB), Russell Smith (RS), Marcus Munro (MM)

Apologies: Norman MacDonald (NM), Brian Coghill (BC)

Also attending: Ricky Vetters (RV)

Secretary: Mary Goulder (MG)

Item 1. Welcome/Apologies (as above)/Police report. Chair Pete Campbell opened the meeting. Police report received by email; no attendance due to staff shortages. The report noted seven incidents: five planned shoots, one police information call, one abandoned 999 call. It was commented that recent thefts of signs for a local business and the vandalization of another have been reported to the police. CC will ask how these calls are shown in the report. MG Action.

Item 2. Minutes of September meeting/matters arising. The Minutes of the September meeting were adopted as a true and accurate record. Proposed: Russell Smith; seconded: Ron Boothroyd. 

(1) Rosehall noticeboard. Chair will enquire of KoSDT as to current position for repair/replacement. PC Action. (2) Overgrown ground opposite Bonar Bridge Post Office. Chair will discuss with KoSDT. Quotes for the clearance work should be sought locally. PC Action. (3) Speed indicator sign. Further enquiries will be made re the possibility of connection into the street lighting system. MG Action.

Item 3. Regular updates:
(i) Planning & Licensing. (RS) Nothing requiring comment.
(ii) TEC Services. Deep pothole on the Altas road on tight left-hand bend on first turn off from A837. Also noted, though outside the area, pothole on the Alness road turn off from B9176. Road signs everywhere in poor condition, reflect badly on the appearance of the area as well as not serving the purpose for directions/instructions. HOST should be asked to highlight this to THC. CC will also report. Creich Cemetery south wall has two sections where the wall is collapsing into the existing graveyard. MG/KC Action.
(iii) Financial report. (MG) No balances available as Internet banking is not currently available. Procedure to change signatories is in hand. 
(iv) Police matters. Nothing else raised. (See Item 1)
(v) Kyle of Sutherland Development Trust. (PC) Recent financial report indicates good instances of fund success. The new publication, Kyle Chronicle, will have a regular Trust page with up to date information. 
(vi) Rosehall. (RB) The Invercassley Tearoom and Store is now open.
(vii) Invershin. (PC) Nil of note.
(viii) Highland Councillor’s report. (KC) Nothing in KC’s absence. CC is finding it hard to attract new people Local high schools will be asked to encourage interest among 16+ year olds with an invitation issued for groups of three or four students to attend meetings. MG Action.
Item 4. Windfarm updates. (1) Strathrory windfarm. Energiekontor is proposing a new development near Ardross. CCs within a 45km radius have received the Proposal of Application Notice. A public exhibition will be held between 3.30pm and 7pm on 30th October in the Ardross Community Hall. (2) Scottish Power Renewables has applied for planning permission for a met mast at the Beinn Tharsuinn windfarm where it is in the process of considering an extension to/repowering of the development. Further information; www.scottishpowerrenewables.com 
(3) CCs are aware that sooner or later professional help will be essential for the appropriate management of the huge income which will come from windfarm developments. Mid-Sutherland is ideally placed to be a hub for such a base where a Trust Manager could be employed. The example of the well-managed oil income in Shetland was sited as a model starting point. This would bring more employment for a specialised team. (4) While culling the Archive Ardgay CC has come across the original community benefit agreement re Beinn nan Oighrean (RbS fund for CCC). This indicates that the benefit is index-linked. Ardgay CC Secretary will enquire on behalf of both CCs, keeping CC informed. (5) Coire na Cloiche. It is understood that this development has been commissioned. Ardgay CC Secretary is checking out the up to date position regarding community benefit payments. (6) RB reminded the CC that as he is standing down at the upcoming election a new CC representative will need to be appointed to the E.ON/SSE Rosehall (Achany)Panel.

Item 5. Website. (RB) (1) To operate the current website through Spangle fish without advertising the CC must pay the annual subscription of £29.99. Website management for discussion at first meeting of new CC. Agenda item. (2) Hardcopy archive. It was agreed that the Secretary should purchase USB memory sticks to take all minutes and relevant documents currently held by her after which the paper copies maybe destroyed. THC has a facility for this in Drummuie. MG Action.

Item 6. Correspondence.  (1) All relevant correspondence had been circulated by email. 
Item 7 Any other competent business. (1) THC Tourism Levy Consultation deadline in 20th October. (2) Ward Manager to be contacted regarding the upcoming dates for CC meetings currently scheduled for 19th November but then not till 21st January 2020. If the number of nominations requires an election this will be held on 4th December. Ward Manager’s advice to be sought as this CC does not normally meet in December.

Item 10. Date, time and place of next meeting. The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 19th November in Bonar Bridge Hall. 

Private session. Beinn Tharsuinn Community Benefit applications. At a private session two applications to the Beinn Tharsuinn Community Benefit Fund were discussed with the resulting awards of £150 to the Kyle of Sutherland Cinema Club and £350 to the Ladybird Club, both to assist with running costs for 2019-20. The applicants and the Company Secretary will be advised. MG Action.
Meeting closed 9.20pm.
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