
Draft Minutes for approval

                                                                 
                 CREICH COMMUNITY

COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of meeting held
on Tuesday 28th August 2018 at 7.30pm

in Invershin Village Hall
 
Present: Pete Campbell, Chair (PC), Russell Taylor, Treasurer (RT), Russell Smith (RS), Norman
MacDonald (NM), John White (JW), Marcus Munro (MM), Alexandar Campion (AC)
Apologies: Highland Councillor Kirsteen Currie (KC), Ron Boothroyd, Vice Chair (RB), Brian
Coghill (BC)
Invited guests: Alan MacIntyre, EnergieKontor
Police Scotland: PC Angus Morrison (AM)
Also attending: Lorraine Askew (LA), Lippy, Elaine Kenny, Brian Martin, and  ?, of  Bonar Bridge
Improvement Group (BBIG), Michael Baird, Ricky Vetters

 
Item 1. Welcome/Apologies (as above)/Police report. Chair opened the meeting, welcoming the
members of the public, after explaining that this meeting had been postponed from the previous
week.  PC Morrison arrived during the presentation (Item 2) but was able to wait for the end of that
item. His report consisted of thirty-three incidents over the last six weeks (approx.) most of which
were minor in nature. Of note were three domestics, three wildlife, two damage to property, three
concerns for persons, one drink driving. Two of the minor reports were for speeding, with the
mobile unit and Road Policing Unit situated at the Mound and Helmsdale. The wildlife incidents
were two relating to fishing and one of a seal. LA asked if there was any possibility of a community
policeman visiting the Bradbury Centre to talk with clients. Unfortunately, due to the low numbers
of officers in Sutherland, this is unlikely at present. MM commended Farmwatch stating that it
appears to work well. Run by an officer based in Dingwall, every effort is made to communicate
important information as swiftly as possible. PC left at 8.07pm.
Item 2. Lairg windfarm extension. Alan MacIntyre opened with background to the existing three
turbine windfarm. He stated that onshore windfarm energy is still the cheapest and EnergieKontor
operates the first ‘no subsidy’ windfarm in the UK. Initial work is being done on the proposed site,
south west of the existing turbines. Pockets of deep peat have been identified also several sites of
archaeological interest. Bird surveys have been carried out over the last two years with seven
protected species noted. Twelve turbines are on the original plan, but this may be reduced. The
development is for under 50mgw production, so approval will be sought from THC and not Scottish
Government. Each of five rotors will be 140m diameter. Height will be 110m to the hub. 2018 has
seen consultations with MOD, NATS, SNH, Heritage Scotland and others. Presentations were made
to crofters, THC in June, planning application submitted for Met mast, and Scoping begun. July had
reviews of the above and the peat survey. In August visits were made to the local community
councils, Lairg and Rogart, with Creich tonight and Dornoch and Ardgay still to come. The Bird
Survey finishes in September with public exhibitions planned for 19th and 20th September, in Creich,
Ardgay, Lairg and Rogart. Visuals will be available at the public meetings. Follow up public
consultations are due in November. Community benefit payments will be determined by the number
of turbines. A shared ownership scheme is being considered to allow local individuals and groups to
participate. The company is open to discussion regarding the level of community benefit. It is
expected that the power will go out via Invershin power station. Talks are ongoing with SSE
regarding the method, poles or underground. There is no grid connection agreed as yet. It would be
expected to be around four or five years after consent. The lifespan of the turbines is twenty-five
years. The existing turbines are now ten years into their lifespan. Am expressed the hope that there
would be one or two operational jobs. Access will be opposite the Lairg Mart. Item closed 7.55pm.



Item 3. Minutes of June meeting/matters arising. The minutes of the June meeting were
approved as a true and accurate record; proposed: Alexander Campion; seconded: Marcus Munro.
Matters arising: (1) regular parking by up to eight camper vans at Stonehenge, bins always full in
two days, litter. The area should have a barrier with parking charges in place. Money raised could
go to maintaining the site and the toilets. Rumour exists that KOSDT may be working with NC500
on a plan to install a shower block and electric charging points. Chair will check with Trust. MB
reported that once again the toilets had been out of order while a new pump was delivered. Agenda
item.
Item 4. Regular updates:

(i) Planning & Licensing. (RS) None in Ward 1.
(ii) TECS. Path within Creich Cemetery - nothing appears to be happening and there will

soon be a second row of graves with no path. The lack of pathway is causing
difficulty and distress to relatives of those buried there.
CC fully supports A&DCC’s efforts to extend the speed restriction on the Ardgay-
Bonar straight. Both CCs have contributed to the installation of two seats and
walkers are encouraged between the villages. High number of cyclists now on this
stretch. THC’s criteria to amend the restriction take no account of local knowledge
and experience of speeding vehicles. Serious danger posed at The Hub. THC
proposes a speed survey, but this will not take place for at least twelve months. The
delay in increasing the limit is unacceptable and may result in a serious accident.
 Triangular warning signs requested at points in Rosehall where red squirrels are re-
establishing a presence. Also ‘unfenced road’ signs needed to the west of Linside.
All matters will be passed to Cllr Currie for action along with those noted at the last
meeting. KC Action.

(iii) Financial report. (RT) Treasurer’s account balance stands at £111.35 with the Rock by
Sea account balance at £6988.20. £2,500 was received from Mr C Brook towards the
Rock by Sea account and a letter of thanks was sent to him. In recent months £500
has twice been drawn down from RbS to the Treasurer’s account to support CC
administration and costs. The financial report on the Endowment Fund, managed by
Foundation Scotland for the CC, shows a total fund value at 14/08/18 of £31,006.89.
LA was provided with details and encouraged to apply to RbS fund for appropriate
training costs.

(iiii) Police Matters. Nothing to add to report at Item 1.
(v) Kyle of Sutherland Development Trust. (PC) Helen Houston will be retiring in

October from the post of Development Manager. She has done amazing work
bringing great benefits to the area through her expertise in fund raising and
organisation. A new manger has been appointed; David Watson has much relevant
experience as well as local knowledge and will take up the post in October.

(vi) Rosehall. (JW) Nothing to report.
(vii) Invershin. (PC) Nothing to report.
(viii) Highland Councillor’s report. Nothing in KC’s absence. KC to be encouraged to

attend in September or arrange a substitute Cllr as no Cllr has attended since
February. MG/KC Action.

(ix) Broadband. (RB) In RB’s absence it was noted that the CC understands Phase 2a is
progressing on target.

Item 5. Highland Council Community Councils Review. Chair stressed the importance of CCs
and encouraged all interested parties to attend the public meeting to be held in Bonar Bridge
Hall on 7th September 6- 9pm. Community support for CCs is vital in the fight against budget
restrictions and possible amalgamation of existing CCs. The vast areas covered by each CC in the
area would be impossible to support by fewer amalgamated committees. Steps in this direction are
emasculating local democracy.
Item 6. Rosehall taxi scheme. This item was held over from the previous meeting owing to lack of
time. Operating the scheme is costing in excess of £400 per year, an inequitable cost for the usage.
 Previous attempts to allow the public to use the school buses have always failed but it was
suggested that the rules have changed. CC will liaise with Mike Cooper, THC, to find out more.
Other options should be considered. Bradbury Centre staff will try to assist with any requests for
help with transport needs. The CC will continue to fund this scheme until the end of this year.  The



formation of a local group which could seek its own funding is worth considering and would be
encouraged by the CC. Mrs Byron, who operates the scheme in conjunction with RT, will be
advised. MG Action.
Item 7. Floral tubs in Bonar Bridge. LA reported that a small group of volunteers is working
together on the floral displays and is in the process of forming into a constituted group, Bonar
Bridge Improvement Group (BBIG) which will have its own bank account and seek funding to
plant and maintain the displays locally. It is hoped that this can be extended beyond Bonar once
established. The main difficulty in maintaining is displays is watering them. A water bowser is
required. The group is liaising with THC over several areas of land in Bonar, volunteering to take
over maintenance. In the meantime, the CC will seek re-funding of its Environment Fund and the
group can apply for financial assistance until established.
Item 8. Windfarm updates. Chair signed the updated Memorandum of Understanding with
Foundation Scotland. Sallachy. CC has been in discussion with developer regarding community
benefit with figures agreed for distribution to Lairg, Creich, Ardgay and three north-west CCs.
Lairg will received £35%, Creich and Ardgay 20% each and the remaining 25% will be shared by
the three north-west CCs. The Achany Panel will administer this funding as it is an already well-
established vehicle for distribution. There is positive motivation to create new trusts to operate a
shared ownership scheme which would lead to much greater investment in the area. If established
this could be up and running by summer 2019.
Item 9. Website. Nothing in RB’s absence.
Item 10. Correspondence. (1) All correspondence received had been circulated by email. (2)
Bottle bank glass recycling. It is understood that the bins will be returned to the South Bonar
Industrial Estate as soon as possible. (3) It has been noted that some THC tenants are not
maintaining their gardens. This has always been a condition of tenancy. KC to be asked to follow
up on this. KC Action. (4) Other correspondence received was addressed within the agenda items
concerned.
Item11. Any other competent business. Nothing further raised
Item 12. Date, time and place of next meeting. The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on
Tuesday, 18th September in Rosehall Village Hall. Secretary will book the room. MG Action.
Item 13. Private session. Beinn Tharsuinn community benefit. At a private session following the
main meeting a Beinn Tharsuinn application by Sutherland Sessions received an award of £800
towards running children’s music workshops in Sutherland. This award should be put towards the
costs of venue hire and local expenses with the aim of keeping the money within the area.
Application by the Bonar Bridge OAP Fund received an award of £600 towards the costs of
providing the annual Christmas Party.



 
Meeting closed 9.45pm.
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