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CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of meeting held 

on Tuesday 23rd January at 7.30pm 

in Achness Hotel, Rosehall 

 
Present: Pete Campbell, Chair (PC), Ron Boothroyd, Vice Chair (RB), Russell Taylor, Treasurer 

(RT), John White (JW), Norman MacDonald (NM), Russell Smith (RS) 

Apologies: Brian Coghill (BC), Peter Orrell 

Police Scotland:  None present; report received by email 

Also attending: Highland Councillor Kirsteen Currie (KC), Alexandar Campion (AC), Marcus 

Munro (MM)                                                                              Secretary: Mary Goulder (MG) 

Item 1. Welcome/Apologies (as above)/Police report. Chair Pete Campbell opened the meeting, 

welcoming all present. The police report had been received by email. It consisted of nineteen 

incidents in the last month, five of which were related to road traffic issues: two speeding, one road 

traffic, one hazard and one abandoned car. The remaining reports were six assistance/advice calls, 

one community safety/foot patrol, two suspicious persons/vehicles, one children/youths, one 

disorder, one theft and one weather related. The CC has been advised that someone has been issued 

with a fixed penalty for parking on the Bonar Bridge brae by the Spar shop at the main junction. 

The problems with traffic/parking at this junction have been raised by the CC on many occasions. 

The police have always stated there is not the manpower to enforce the parking restrictions; this was 

why the double yellow lining had never been done. Previous discussions with the police and Joanne 

Sutherland, Roads Department THC which, it was hoped, would lead to changes, in fact came to 

nothing with no follow up received. This item will be highlighted to Sgt Peter Allan who will be 

asked to follow through from where the last initiative stalled and to report back to the CC at the 

February meeting. KC will also pursue the matter with THC. MG/KC Action. 

Item 2. Minutes of November meeting/matters arising. With one amendment the minutes of the 

November meeting were approved as a true and accurate record; proposed: Russell Smith; seconded 

Norman MacDonald. No matters arising were raised.  

Item 3. Regular updates: 

(i)   Planning & licensing.  (RS) Details had been circulated. Nothing requiring 

comment.   

(ii)   TEC Services. (1) Gritting. Many roads left ungritted during the recent bad 

weather. Particularly noted were the Glen Cassley road in Rosehall and the 

Tapachy road in Altas. These became near impassable due to the deeply rutted, 

compacted snow and ice. Discussion covered the possible purchase of small gritters 

which could be used by local volunteers at places where action must be taken. KC 

will bring more detail to next meeting. (2) Linside corner. The long bend at Linside 

is a dangerous corner as drivers regularly cut in too close to the blind side. A road 

bend/hazard warning sign might help to stop this. (3) Verges. The damage 

sustained by verges throughout the area caused by vehicles using them instead of 

passing places is increasing the dangers for all vehicles. Driver education on use of 

passing places is needed. (4) Creich Cemetery. From the A9 there is no signage for 

the Creich Cemetery to assist mourners coming from a distance. A sign should be 

erected at the junction with the A949. All points noted by KC. KC Action. 

(iii)   Financial report.  (RT) Treasurer’s account balance stands at £735.72 with the 

Rock by Sea account standing at £8,188.20. 

(iv)   Police matters. (NM) No response required to the consultation on station closures. 

It is considered a foregone conclusion that all stations listed will be closed 
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regardless of any further comments made by the CC, having stated its opinion on 

several occasions in the past. If the buildings are to be considered for community 

buyouts/ community projects this would be supported by CC approval. 

(v)   Kyle of Sutherland Development Trust. (PC) The AGM is scheduled for 25th 

January at 7pm in Ardgay Public Hall. Inward investment to area in the last twelve 

months, thanks to the work of the Trust, is calculated at £1.86m which is a 

tremendous achievement by all concerned. Special praise noted for Helen Houston 

as overall Development Manager. Seventeen people are working out of the Trust 

offices, the accounts are good with the Trust financially sound. The Barn is up and 

running, Shin Falls Visitor Centre continues to attract customers even though out of 

season and other projects are in the pipeline for consideration.  

(vi)   Rosehall. (JW) Overhanging trees on the Glen Cassley road now a danger to 

vehicles, especially when branches are heavy with snow. JW will speak to Rosehall 

Estate manager. JW Action. 

(vii)   Invershin. (PC) Nil of note. 

(viii)   Highland Councillor’s report. KC is disappointed at the lack of action by THC 

regarding the issue of extending the 30mph speed limit past The Hub in Bonar 

Bridge and the proposed moving of the recycling bins to allow clear sightlines at 

The Hub. She hopes for progress before February CC meeting. The six councillors 

in the area are working well together. The Community Planning Partnership has 

also achieved results, recently focussing on the Golspie area with Bonar Bridge the 

next area to be targeted. Work has been done with the secondary school children in 

Golspie regarding training, work and career prospects and information, all aimed at 

encouraging local young people to remain and work in the area. There is to be a 

Sutherland Science Festival in March, with one event held in Rosehall. Schools and 

The Hub are being supplied with full information. Changes to the Ward 

Discretionary Budget may leave Councillors with less funding to assist with special 

projects than in the past though it is hoped that other THC funds may be available 

for some. 

(ix)  Broadband in Kyle of Sutherland area. (RB) Highland Wireless is making 

excellent progress with the initial work and set up with some areas already going 

live with new coverage. It is hoped the extend the service into the Kyle of 

Sutherland in the coming months as quickly as possible. RB received hearty 

congratulations for the work so far and for his huge commitment of time and 

energy into bringing this project forward.  

Item 4. Plaque for Sandy Chalmers. (RB) Production of the plaque has stalled due to the ill-health 

of the fabricator. RB hopes to update the CC at next meeting as to whether work can continue, or 

another maker found. RB Action. 

Item 5. Village Officer/Garden area at end of bridge in Bonar and opposite Post Office/ 

Recycling point South Bonar.  Village Officer - KC unable to progress this, especially until after 

THC budget is agreed. Some areas do have paid officers, funded in different ways. NM suggested 

that perhaps the three local CCs could fund a post holder who would do this kind of work in the 

three areas; ditches, drain clearing, verge and hedge trimming, etc. Keep under discussion.  Garden 

area – see later item re floral displays (Item 10, AOCB). Recycling bins – (see also Item 3 (viii) 

above). If it is proving so difficult for THC to arrange the moving of the bins the few metres 

required, Chair and CC volunteers are prepared to do it. The safety issues are paramount. Andy 

Shaw, Waste Manager, will be advised. MG Action. 

Item 6. Seats/speed limit on stretch between Bonar and Ardgay. See also Item 3 (viii). It is 

thought that Ardgay CC is progressing the suggestions for seats. CC continues to support this. 

Item 7. Windfarm updates. Community benefit talks. Discussion reached agreement that this CC 

would be happy to work with Ardgay and Lairg CCs to see community benefit from all future 

windfarm developments within the catchments of the boundaries, shared equally regardless of the 
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actual positioning of the sites. The Achany Panel already operates in this way with regard to the 

E.ON Rosehall and SSE Achany developments and it could be adapted to deal with this greater 

funding. Such an arrangement would benefit all three areas. All present agreed that PC should 

report Creich’s approval in principal to the other CC representatives. PC Action. Croick.  

Following presentations locally, a small number of residents who are opposed to this development, 

met recently when it was agreed to call a public meeting in Rosehall Village Hall to seek the views 

of the wider community as to any further action. Details of the meeting will be announced in due 

course. 

Item 8. Website. The site is up to date with Minutes and relevant information. AC offered to 

provide photographs of the local area. 

Item 9. Correspondence.  All relevant correspondence circulated by email. (1) Highland Council 

Capital Budget. CC will reply to Cllr MacGillivray in full support of his campaign regarding the 

inequality of THC spending in Sutherland over the last five years. Roads and primary schools’ 

buildings will be highlighted as areas suffering due to lack of spending here. (2) Veterans support. 

A recent contact via the website from the Veterans Community Support Co-ordinator will be passed 

to Colin Gilmour. (3) Lairg – Loch Buidhe transmission line. CC fully supports Lairg CC and 

CALL in its efforts to ensure that the best route will be taken to avoid disruption, damage, loss of 

property value to residents in the affected areas. (4) THC Draft Developer Contributions 

Supplementary Guidance. KC will monitor this document and THC approach to managing impacts 

on services and infrastructure, and keep CC informed as appropriate. KC Action. (5) Electoral 

Reform, public consultation. Deadline for comments is 12 March. CC made no comments at this 

time. (6) Craggan Dhu woodland, restocking proposals. The clearing of this woodland was hugely 

driven for the community by the late Sandy Chalmers, long time Community Councillor and 

activist. The whole purpose of clearing the woodland was to greatly improve the public amenity by 

opening up the area and increasing the views over the Kyle from the A836. Once completed this 

clearance received much praise from locals and tourists alike. The CC questions whether the FCS’s 

restock inspection should be considered at all, given the reasoning for the clearance in the first 

place. A letter will be sent accordingly to FCS. MG Action. 

Item 10. Any other competent business. (1) KC advised that Garry Cameron’s time as temporary 

Ward Manager will end shortly when he takes up a new position. Secretary will write to Garry to 

thank him for his work and help while Ward Manager and to ascertain when he leaves and who will 

take up the post. MG Action. (2) Floral displays. RT advised that Murray Gardening will not be 

taking on the displays in the coming season. Discussion suggested that this could be a good time to 

completely review how this is done. Perhaps go for something more professional; take a ‘Bonar in 

Bloom’ approach, possibly co-ordinate with other local villages, incorporate village clean-up 

events. Everyone to bring ideas to next meeting. Action ALL. (3) Co-options. After attending 

several meetings Alexandar Campion was proposed as a co-opted member of the CC along with 

Marcus Munro who attended tonight. Both accepted the nominations and the co-options were 

unanimously proposed and approved. Secretary will advise THC Ward Manager. MG Action. 

Item 11. Date, time and place of next meeting.  The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 

Tuesday, 20th February in the tearoom of the Bonar Bridge Hall. The room is already booked. 

Item 12. Private session. Beinn Tharsuinn community benefit/Rock by Sea Fund applications/ 

SSE & E.ON Community Fund.  BTWF.  At a private session following the main meeting a 

Beinn Tharsuinn application by Invershin Hall for funding for ongoing balance bike sessions was 

approved with an award of the £45 requested. RbS. Application by Kitty Prentice received £250 

each to attend two courses in forestry skills; John Banks received £250 in respect of his application 

to attend a photography course prior to setting up a business. Ausriele Ripley received £250 to 

attend a specialist course to deliver massage to people living with cancer. 

All applicants, and BTWF Company Secretary, will be advised. MG Action.                           

Meetings closed 9.45pm. 


