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CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of meeting held 

on Tuesday 17th June 2014 at 7.30pm 

in the Bonar Bridge Hall 

 
Present:  Pete Campbell, Chair (PC), Sandy Chalmers, Vice Chair (SC), Russell Taylor, Treasurer 

(RT), Russell Smith (RS), Norman MacDonald (NM), John White (JW), Brain Coghill (BC),  

Ron Boothroyd (RB) 

Secretary: Mary Goulder (MG) 

Apologies: Highland Councillor George Farlow (GF) 

 

Item 1. Welcome/Apologies (as above). Chair Pete Campbell opened the meeting immediately 

following the AGM. There was no police report available. 

Item 2. Minutes May meeting/matters arising (if not on agenda). The Minutes of the May 

meeting were approved as a true and accurate record, proposed by Sandy Chalmers, seconded by 

Russell Smith. (1) Log lorries. It was felt by some members that log lorries are not noted speeding 

as often as before and that convoys seem fewer, perhaps as a result of last month’s meeting with 

The Forestry Commission. People are encouraged to remain vigilant and to report incidences of 

speeding, discourteous behaviour and convoy driving. 

Item 3. Regular updates: (all members agreed that this is a valuable section and a positive method 

for them to keep up to date with the various duties of the CC) 

(i)   Planning & licensing.  (RS).  An application was noted for two wind turbines at 

Croick. Although not within Creich parish, the access would be through Rosehall to 

Oykel Bridge before taking to forestry tracks. It is worrying in that this is the first 

proposal for the south side of the glen – indicating that the north side is reaching 

capacity and developers are beginning to look elsewhere while remaining close to 

grid connections. The area of proposed development is one of unspoilt country with 

rare fauna already noted there. CC must balance objections with possible 

income/benefits to the community. Cheaper electricity for local villages should be a 

priority, community ownership of turbines within developments should be 

considered. Put to a vote as to whether or not an objection should be submitted, the 

result produced only one in favour of objecting.  

(ii)   TEC Services. (SC) The cattle grid at Craigton has been repaired. It is understood 

that the go-ahead has been given for an experimental type of road surfacing to be 

laid on the Glen Cassley road from Badentaggart to the road end. Dog waste bins at 

both Cassley Drive, Rosehall and at the entrance to the Rosehall trails have been 

requested and should be put in place now.  THC has advised there is no funding to 

replace the bus shelter in Bonar Bridge. The damaged one is dangerous with large 

pieces of broken metal sticking out, is unsightly, wrongly sited and no longer 

weatherproof.  Cllr Farlow is asked to seek action on this before an accident occurs. 

GFAction. The metal cover of a drain/manhole outside the Bonar hall is also in 

need of repair. SC will pass this to John Clark, TECS, Bonar Bridge. SC Action. 

MG advised that she has had conversation with a Village Officer from Caithness 

where it appears THC funds a Village Officer for each CC area with support of 

around £1,100 per annum. The Village Officer can be asked to undertake many 

types of jobs within the parish such as strimming, cutting back bushes, general litter 

clearing, etc. This is a position long sought after by CCs for Sutherland villages; 

Cllr Farlow to be asked if this can be established here or what are the reasons if not. 



Draft Minutes for approval 

2 

 

GF Action. The renovation of the Bonar Bridge war memorial is underway and the 

RBLS requested funding support from the CC to replace the existing bench with a 

recycled plastic one to which would be attached the memorial plaques, one old and 

one new. It was agreed that a stone bench would be preferable and that Dave 

Goulder, local Master Craftsman, should be approached for a quote which would 

include the cost of a slab of Caithness stone for the seat. The re-dedication for the 

memorial is 4th August. MG/SC Action. 

(iii)   Financial report. (RT) RT passed round copies of the report which show a balance 

of £4,741.80 in the Treasurer’s account and £8,858.00 in the Rock-by-Sea (No 2) 

account. A breakdown of expenditure from the Beinn Tharsuinn Environment Fund 

in the last year was also available as were the costs of the Rosehall Community 

Transport Scheme. The payment of £150 from the Rock-by-Sea account made in 

the last month to the Kyle of Sutherland Youth Development Group towards the 

costs of the Get Active Challenge Meeting, was approved retrospectively. While 

still considering moving the administration of the Beinn Tharsuinn fund to 

KOSDT, it was suggested that the administration of and publicity for the Rock-by-

Sea account should now be taken over by the Trust. The Development Officer will 

be asked to consider this and to look at better promotion of the fund for adult 

training needs and employment training generally, linking with Business Gateway 

as appropriate. The individual grant would remain capped at £250. PC Action. 

(iv)   Police Matters.  (NM) Nil of note. 

(v)   KOSDT.  The Trust is working with Balnagown Estate on plans to redevelop the 

Falls of Shin visitor centre, another meeting will be held next week. It is unlikely 

that the new centre will open before the 2016 season. The Trust is also making 

application to the SSE & E.ON Achany Fund for funding to continue the very 

successful Development Officer post. This is currently held by Helen Houston who 

has made major achievements in areas of fundraising and job creation during her 

time in post. The Trust website has been neglected but it is hoped that a revamped 

site will be established in the near future. 

(vi)  Rosehall. (JW) RB hopes to update the CC next month with regard to RADAG 

proposals and works on the Rosehall Trails. 

(vii)  Invershin. Cycle ramp. The ramp design has been approved by THC’s Structures 

team. The next stage is for the Road Safety Team to carry out an assessment and to 

seek approval from Network Rail to undertake work adjacent to the railway line. 

Access Officer Matt Dent will take forward both of these actions and report to SC. 

Cyclists continue to use the footbridge but for many this proves very difficult, if not 

actually dangerous without the installation of the ramp. 

(viii)  Highland Councillor’s report. (GF) No report available due to Cllr Farlow’s 

absence. 

(ix)  Broadband in Rosehall. (RB) Still seeking information. BT Openreach website 

continues to show the Rosehall exchange is ‘under evaluation’. No contact recently 

from Tara Morrison. Now six months since further information from BT was 

promised, RB will make enquiries before the next CC meeting. 

Item 4. CC website. KOSDT to be asked to begin work on the upgrading/maintenance of the 

website at the agreed fee of £30 per month. Previous Minutes and an up to date list of CC members 

contact information should be added. MG Action. 

Item 5. Caithness and Sutherland Local Development Plan (CASPLAN).  (RS/GF) Nothing 

new so far though meetings were expected in June. Keep on agenda. Agenda item. 

Item 6. Carbisdale Castle/ Falls of Shin update.  Carbisdale. A reply to the CC’s letter of last 

month indicates that the SYHA is placing the Castle for sale on the open market. The letter states 

that SYHA has been unable to secure the necessary resources to complete the refurbishment of the 

Castle. The recent partial repair, following the damage incurred in 2010, coupled with the extensive 
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funds necessary to complete the refurbishment make it financially unsustainable to operate the 

property as a youth hostel in the long term. The moveable statues are currently in storage for safe 

keeping. SC quoted from a letter from Historic Scotland dated last June which stated SYHA had not 

at that time submitted an application for a repair grant. De-listing of the building would pave the 

way for cheaper, modern materials to be used to effect repairs. Closure of the facility has hit 

tourism in the area to an enormous extent. The future of the two request stop railway stations either 

side of the Kyle could be in doubt if the hostel does not re-open. CC members agreed to support SC 

in his efforts to reach a solution to the problem, will write again to the SYHA and also to local MP 

John Thurso and MSP Rob Gibson. SC will forward his letters to MG to be sent out on CC headed 

notepaper. SC/MG Action.      Falls of Shin. See at KOSDT update above. 

Item 7. Beinn Tharsuinn community benefit/Rock by Sea Fund applications. The Bradbury 

Centre will be asked to refund to the Beinn Tharsuinn Fund its share of the unspent award, caused 

by cost of the recent architect’s invoice coming in at a lower fee than was expected. MG Action. 

Item 8. Windfarms updates. Dalchork. JW attended the recent meeting of the Liaison Group. 

Plans are in the early stages; worst case scenario would see 66 turbines but it is expected that the 

number will be greatly reduced as plans and discussions progress. Grid connection cannot be 

expected before 2022. Caplich. A public exhibition will be held in Bonar Bridge on Thursday 19th 

June from 10am – 1pm and also in Rosehall from 5pm – 8pm. Should this development go ahead 

the possibility of community ownership of a turbine should be seriously considered. Airdens. The 

EIA is being re-submitted; a smaller turbine is now proposed. 

Item9. Community Council notice board. Possibility of noticeboard placement within the month. 

Report in July. NM Action. 

Item 11. Correspondence.  (1) Letter from Local Government Boundary Commission.  

Proposals for Councillor Numbers show that THC councillors will reduce in number from 80 to 72. 

Comments on the proposals can be submitted through the Commission’s consultation portal 

website, www.consultaton.lgbc-scotland.gov.uk – the consultation period closes on 21st August. 

Item 12. Any other competent business. None raised. 

Item 13.  Date, time and place of next meeting. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 15th 

July 2014 at 7.30 pm in the Bonar Bridge Hall at which representatives from SSE will present 

proposals for traffic management in Bonar during the period of construction work being carried out 

at Loch Buidhe. MG to book the room. MG Action.  

 

 

Meeting closed 9.25pm. 

http://www.consultaton.lgbc-scotland.gov.uk/

