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CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of meeting held 

on Tuesday 19th June 2018 at 7.30pm 

in Bonar Bridge Hall 

 
Present: Pete Campbell, Chair (PC), Ron Boothroyd, Vice Chair (RB), Russell Taylor, Treasurer 

(RT), Russell Smith (RS), Norman MacDonald (NM), John White (JW), Marcus Munro (MM), 

Alexandar Campion (AC) 

Apologies: Highland Councillor Kirsteen Currie (KC) 

Invited guests: Derick Macaskill (DM) and Michelle Allsopp (MA), FCS North Highland Forestry 

Police Scotland:  None present 

Also attending: Steven MacKenzie, Michael Baird, Nigel Baird, Robbie Elliot 

 

Item 1. Welcome/Apologies (as above)/Police report. This meeting following immediately after 

the conclusion of the AGM. No police report was available. 

Item 2. Derick Macaskill, FCS North Highland Forestry. The CC had invited representatives 

from the Forestry Commission to discuss deer management in the area. Several questions had been 

sent to DM ahead of the meeting. He began with a brief overview outlining the nation strategy for 

deer management (available online). The main reasons given for deer management were to protect 

crops and habitat. In 2017-18 the figure was given of 37,000 deer culled across Scotland. Within the 

Creich boundaries the figure of 579 were shot (calculated on a two-year average over 2016/17 and 

2017/18). There are two contractors and one sub-contractor currently authorised for this work. 

Figures were also given for income from the culls. In period quoted above this was approximately 

£30,000, with the average price per carcass ranging between £75 to £130. FCS contractors are 

sometimes engaged on fox culls. This would be for conservation issues especially in areas with 

black grouse and capercaillie or to assist farmers and crofters protect lambs. To employ contractors 

FCS follows Procurement Scotland Rules which ensures qualifications and standards are met by all 

who are awarded tenders. Often tenders are won by contractors from far outwith the local area. The 

CC proposed that local contractors should be given first opportunities to tender ahead of those from 

further afield. The management of the deer population could be of great financial benefit to the 

local economy whereas at present there is little or no local benefit. The skills are held by local 

contractors who are keen to take on this work. MA stated that the contracts are awarded by Scottish 

Government. CC pointed out that this is the same government promoting ‘community 

empowerment’ and this is an ideal area of work to establish such a practice. DM will feedback this 

discussion to his superiors which the CC hopes will help to start a dialogue towards making 

appropriate changes. Present contracts are due to end later this year/early next year so this is a good 

time to start the talks. This is a local resource where local skills are present; it is not sensible to have 

it managed from outwith the area. DM suggested that a local group of contractors/management 

might have to be established. It would have to demonstrate that it has the relevant experience and 

competence. The question of the use of thermal imaging to spot and shoot deer was raised. DM 

confirmed that independent contractors will sometimes use thermal imaging to spot deer but not to 

shoot. Use of such equipment is legally controlled. Anyone aware of illegal use of thermal imaging 

should report incidents to the police. It is not illegal to spot deer from the road but 50m distance off 

road is required for shooting. It was stated that checks on rifles should be commonplace with police 

trained to recognise the types of rifle and equipment. DM stressed that FCS contractors working in 

the area do not use thermal imagine rifle scopes for culling deer. An alleged incident referred to 

(19/20 October 2017) of an FCS contractor using a thermal rifle scope, was investigated to the 

satisfaction of Police Scotland that the contractor was not working that night and was in fact at his 
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home at the time. With changing woodlands and landscapes due to felling, fallow periods and 

replanting, this is an opportunity for FCS to involve local expertise to the benefit of FCS as well as 

the community.  MM agreed to act as the CC representative and liaison on this issue. DM will pass 

details of this conversation to his superiors and come back to MM in due course. He and MA left at 

8.40pm with thanks from the CC for attending. 

Item 3. Minutes of May meeting/matters arising. The minutes of the May meeting were approved 

as a true and accurate record; proposed: Russell Taylor; seconded: Ron Boothroyd. No matters 

arising. 

Item 4.  Regular updates: 

(i) Planning & Licensing. (RS) All relevant applications had been circulated. Nothing 

requiring comment. 

(ii) TECS. Path within Creich Cemetery - nothing appears to be happening and there 

will soon be a second row of graves with no path. 

Cattle grid at Strathoykel, across from the Bailey Bridge and to the left, at the               

entrance to the woodland. The old grid was in a dreadful condition but tar has been 

poured over it rendering it useless as an obstacle for animals. A functioning grid 

needs to be reinstated. 

Ground opposite Post Office in Bonar Bridge is now in a disgraceful, neglected 

condition. 

Serious issues, near-miss accidents reported on the A837 due to foreign drivers being 

unused to single track roads. A multi-lingual sign at the east end start of the single 

track at Inveran, might help to cut down on these. 

Road surface on Rosehall to Lairg (A839) seriously rutted for long stretches due to 

use by heavy vehicles. 

Rosehall to Inveran road (A837) dangerously overgrown with trees and bushes. 

Rosehall to Inveran road (A837) has multiple potholes at the edge of the road. 

Lack of passing places on the Pier road. 

Car parking in Cassley Drive, Rosehall is a severe problem for residents and visitors 

alike. Could access be made on the south side of the housing? 

(These five were all raised by residents of Rosehall.) 

Parking by caravan/camper vans at 'Stonehenge' car park beside the public toilets in 

Bonar Bridge. Several of these vehicles remain in place throughout the summer 

(their owners are fishing in the river). There is a large increase in litter and often 

washing lines are strung. An industrial sized bin should be placed at the site to 

accommodate the large amounts of litter generated. Tents are also often pitched there 

overnight. Local residents object to the overnight (or longer) parking. A copy of the 

Highland Council CP0157 Conditions of Use for the Dornoch Beach Car Park was 

shown to CC members. If something similar could be posted and enforced that could 

work. It was also suggested that charges could be introduced especially for long 

stays up to whatever cut off time is appropriate.  Income from parking could be used 

to maintain the public toilets. All matters will be passed to Cllr Currie for action. KC 

Action. 

(iii) Financial report. (RT) Treasurer’s account balance stands at £432.19 with the Rock 

by Sea account balance at £4688.20. £500 was transferred from the Rock by Sea 

account in both April and May to keep the CC afloat and able to meet its obligations 

in the last month. As stated at the AGM, RT is keen to stand down from the CC as 

soon as possible. He and MG will work together in the coming weeks to pass the 

duties of the Treasurership to her. She will carry out the work thereafter but under 

the control of the CC with the final responsibility remaining with the CC at all times. 

(iv) Police Matters.  None raised. No police report available. 

(v) Kyle of Sutherland Development Trust. (PC) All projects ongoing. 
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(vi) Rosehall. Owing to pressure of business tonight, the Rosehall Taxi scheme will be 

an agenda item at the August meeting. Agenda item.  

(vii) Invershin. (PC) Nothing to report. 

(viii) Highland Councillor’s report. Nothing in KC’s absence. 

(ix) Broadband. (RB) Good progress is being made setting up new customers within 

Stage 1. Excellent speeds are being reported. Stage 2a which covers the second half 

of Linside, Altas and Rosehall is on schedule for the end of August. Prior to that a 

public meeting will be held in Rosehall Hall to update the community; this is 

expected to be in July. Once again RB received warm congratulations and thanks for 

his work on this project. 

Item 5. Windfarms. (1) NoRos (No Ring of Steel). The group is continuing to work on its 

campaign against the location of the Meall Buidhe (Croick) development, submitting ten new 

viewpoint photographs to THC Planning Department. It is understood that Muirden Energy intends 

to hold a public consultation in Rosehall on/around the 28th August. (2) (Extension to Lairg 

Windfarm. Alan Macintyre of Eregiekontor has asked to address the CC and will be invited to the 

August meeting. MG Action. 

Item 6. Website update.  (RB) The website is up to date. The subscription to Spanglefish Gold, for 

the domain registration and to keep advertisements off the site, is due and will be paid by RB. He 

was thanked for his work and this donation. 

Item 7. Correspondence.  (1) All correspondence received had been circulated by email. (1) Bottle 

bank glass recycling.  This amenity has been moved twice following the request by CC at the 

instigation of local residents concerned about safety issues at The Hub. The present location at the 

Recycling Centre at Craggan Dhu is not practical. There have been many comments and requests to 

return it to the original site. The CC will write to Andy Hume, Waste Management Officer asking 

for this to be done. MG Action. (2) Old fishing station, Bonar Bridge. A second communication has 

been received querying the removal and clearing of the site. The writer will be referred to Keith 

Williams at the Kyle of Sutherland Fisheries Trust. MG Action. (3) Other correspondence received 

was addressed within the agenda items concerned. 

Item 8. Any other competent business.  None raised. 

Item 9. Date, time and place of next meeting.  There being no meeting in July the next one will be 

held at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 21st August in Invershin Village Hall. Secretary will book the room. 

MG Action. 

Item 10. Private session. Beinn Tharsuinn community benefit. At a private session following the 

main meeting a Beinn Tharsuinn application by Kyle of Sutherland Gala Week received an award 

of £241.75 towards costs of Gala Week activities. The Committee will be encouraged to increase its 

fundraising to assist with costs for future events. Training & Development Fund.  Application by 

Steven Scott for assistance with costs for members of the Ardross Junior Pipe band was rejected 

with the recommendation that the Band make application to the Ardross Beinn Tharsuinn Fund. 

 

Meeting closed 9.35pm. 

 

 

  


