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CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of meeting held 

on Tuesday 21st November 2017 at 7.30pm 

in Invershin Hall 

 
Present: Pete Campbell, Chair (PC), Russell Taylor, Treasurer (RT), John White (JW), Norman 

MacDonald (NM), Russell Smith (RS) 

Apologies: Ron Boothroyd, Vice Chair (RB), Brian Coghill (BC), Highland Councillor Kirsteen 

Currie (KC) 

Police Scotland:  None present 

Also attending: Alexandar Campion (AC) 

Secretary: Mary Goulder (MG) 

Item 1. Welcome/Apologies (as above)/Police report. Chair Pete Campbell opened the meeting 

and with no police representatives present /report to hand, moved to Item 2. 

Item 2. Minutes of October meeting/matters arising. The minutes of the October meeting were 

approved as a true and accurate record; proposed: John White; seconded Russell Taylor.  

Item 3. Regular updates: 

(i)   Planning & licensing.  (RS) Details of the anemometer for Sallachy had been 

circulated prior to the meeting. Nothing else relevant.   

(ii)   TEC Services. Reply received recently from John Clark (JC), THC Roads Officer, 

covering points raised in September and October. This email will be circulated to 

CCs. Also to be circulated is the email from Ewan March, THC Amenities Officer, 

re the Invershin Cemetery Gate repair. Tree felling issues at the cemeteries have 

been referred to him. Re the Lochies Bump on the A839, this has been passed to 

THC Senior Engineer; priority junctions were included in the last round of white 

lining and it is hoped to accommodate others notified in next April/May as dry/mild 

weather is essential; overhanging trees reported at Invernauld and Tuitim are 

probably the responsibility of the landowners. JC wishes to be advised if the 

CC/other party has contacted Balnagown Estate. If the Estate does not intend to 

carry out the work JC will raise these issues with Senior Technical staff based in 

Golspie. Secretary has not so far reported the trees to Balnagown but will do so if it 

can be established that no-one else has. Action MG/ Colin Gilmour. Secretary will 

run a check on TECs issues raised in recent months and forward to KC for updates, 

in particular the Bonar Bridge junction traffic/parking issues discussed at some 

length with THC and the police. MG Action. 

(iii)   Financial report.  (RT) Treasurer’s account balance stands at £795.92 with the 

bank statement showing the final payment of the season to Murray’s Gardening, the 

purchase of the poppy wreath laid at the Remembrance Service earlier this month 

and it was noted that the hire costs at Rosehall Hall have risen to £16.  

(iv)   Police matters. (NM) Nil. 

(v)   Kyle of Sutherland Development Trust. (PC) The Trust will move into the new 

premises in The Barn at the Ardgay Regeneration Project in the coming weeks. All 

projects are on track. The AGM will be held in January. Secretary to establish the 

date and circulate to CCs. MG Action. 

(vi)   Rosehall. (JW) Following the rejection last month of the application made by a 

Rosehall resident for the taxi service to cover his costs of bringing someone from 

Lairg to assist with woodcutting whilst he was incapacitated after an operation, the 

Treasurer received a further request from the resident to be supplied with a copy of 
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the rules and regulations pertinent to the taxi fund. As stated last month, the 

Rosehall Taxi Fund is provided entirely at the discretion of the CC from the very 

limited resources available to assist Rosehall residents to get out of the village to 

attend important appointments such as at the doctor/dentist/hospital.  No further 

action will be taken on this issue. 

(vii)   Invershin. (PC) Nil of note. 

(viii)   Highland Councillor’s report. KC had submitted apologies as she was detained 

on an errand of mercy with a neighbour in Raigmore Hospital. Her email indicated 

that she has taken forward all points raised at last month’s meeting and in particular 

she hopes to see that the recycling bins near The Hub will be moved very soon. KC 

still intends to meet JW to visit the Glencassley road. JW will make contact with 

her again. JW Action. 

(ix)  Broadband in Kyle of Sutherland area. (PC) In RB’s absence PC advised that 

discussions are progressing well. RB will update CC as more information is to 

hand. 

Item 4. Plaque for Sandy Chalmers. The plaque is being made in line with choices made by the 

CC and the Chalmers family. PC will advise when it is ready to be placed on the cycle ramp. PC 

Action. 

Item 5. Village Officer/Garden area at end of bridge in Bonar and opposite Post Office. The 

CC is keen to establish a village officer if possible who would be responsible for these gardens, 

drain clearing, etc. Blocked drains cause serious hazards when, as tonight, very heavy rainfall 

creates rivers of overspill water running on many roads in the area. In winter conditions freezing 

increases these dangers considerably. Overall it was felt that the Winter Maintenance Plan sees 

most roads gritted reasonably well. Murray’s Gardening has intimated that it will not undertake the 

village tubs/floral displays next season. This season’s costs have been around £600-£700. Agenda 

item for January/February. Agenda item Jan/Feb. 

Item 6. Seats/speed limit on stretch between Bonar and Ardgay. CC is in favour of an increase in 

the speed limit to beyond the Ardgay Game offices but understands that it is highly unlikely that the 

full stretch between the villages would be approved for restriction. Efforts should concentrate on 

securing a safer limit around The Hub. It is understood that Cllr Munro has asked THC to begin 

appropriate action into the possibility of an increase on this part of the road. 

Item 7. Windfarm updates. Sallachy. PC has attended a meeting with WKN the developers at 

Sallachy who plan to reapply for permission. Ardgay, Lairg and Creich CCs are all involved in 

discussions regarding the community benefit while maintaining a neutral stand on the development 

in keeping with reflecting the various opinions held locally. Any community benefit which does 

come into effect may be added to the funds administered by the SSE Achany/E.ON Rosehall Panel. 

CC members stated that Scottish Government takes little notice of local opinions regarding the 

impacts of proposed developments, as witnessed by the recent consent granted to Braemore in spite 

of a strong local objection. The same will no doubt apply to the proposed Meall Buidhe windfarm at 

Croick. Local public exhibitions by Muirden Energy will be held later this week and it is hoped that 

many local people will be able to attend.  

Item 8. Website. Nothing in RB’s absence. 

Item 9. Correspondence.  All relevant correspondence circulated by email. 

Item 10. Any other competent business. (1) RS reported that the building phase at the Loch 

Buidhe substation is nearing completion. It was agreed there was no need to bring company 

representatives to give a final report. RS was thanked for his work with the Liaison Group. (2) 

Chair stressed the importance of seeking new members for the CC ahead of the AGM in June 2018 

at which it is expected that several long-serving members will be standing down. Each CC member 

is encouraged to try to find a potential new member and bring him/her to the January meeting. 

Publicity needs to be given to the search. PC will ask in the Trust office if someone there can use 

social media to highlight the issue and encourage interest. (PC Action) 
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Item 11. Date, time and place of next meeting.  There is no meeting in December therefore the 

next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 16th January in the Achness Hotel, Rosehall. MG 

to book the room. MG Action. 

Item 12. Private session. Beinn Tharsuinn community benefit/Rock by Sea Fund applications/ 

SSE & E.ON Community Fund.  BTWF.  No applications were received this month. 

 

Meeting closed 8.35pm. 


