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CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held
on Tuesday 15th January 2013 at 7.30pm

in the Achness Hotel, Rosehall

Present:  Pete Campbell, Chair (PC), Russell Taylor, Treasurer (RT), Sandy Chalmers (SC),
Russell Smith (RS), Norman MacDonald (NM)
Secretary: Mary Goulder (MG)
Invited guests: Steve Hunter Project Development Director and Lizzie Foot, Project Director both
of AES
Also present: PC Katy Hunter (KH), Highland Councillor George Farlow (GF), Colin Gilmour
(CG), Mark White (MW)
Apologies: Sally Williams (SW), Lily Byron (LB), John White (JW), Kay Smart (KS)

Item 1. Welcome/Apologies (as above) /Police report. Pete Campbell opened the meeting,
welcoming everyone after the holiday break and invited Katy Hunter to give the Police report.
There have been twenty-two incidents in the last month; nothing of major significance. One theft of
heating oil from a house in Invershin. The public should be vigilant in checking their tanks and
security. Cllr Farlow advised that the three Sutherland Councillors had taken part in a
teleconference recently with Inspectors Gary Cameron and Mairi McInnes during which they were
assured that no reduction in police numbers is anticipated in this area meantime. It is hoped that the
teleconference will be become a regular event. The Councillors are to take over an office in the
Lairg Police Station. Police officers can arrange to meet members of the public by appointment in
the local police stations but this will always be subject to change due to on call commitments. The
removal of civilian staff has occasioned the closure of office opening times throughout the country.
A new national non-emergency telephone number is to be introduced when the change to a national
force comes into effect in April. Katy was thanked for her attendance, most especially as she was
not on duty, and she left at 7.50pm.
Item 2. AES regarding the proposed Glenmorie windfarm development. Steve Hunter gave a
potted history of the development to date.  AES owns 51% of the company at present but will take
over the remaining share from Wind Prospect Ltd if the development goes ahead. Original planning
application in November 2011 was for 43 turbines on the site; 34 at 125m in height and 9 shorter
ones on the ridge to the east.  Following complaints regarding the visual impact these nine were
removed from the amended application submitted in June 2012.  Viewed from Migdale the turbines
may be just visible but not at all from street level in Bonar Bridge.  Higher up the hill above Bonar
the turbines will be seen more clearly. After a complaint by SEPA regarding peat drainage further
work will be done on the access road; with this assurance SEPA withdrew its objection. SEPA and
the Highland Salmon Company objected in respect of contamination to the water course beside the
access road, as occurred during previous track work. A hydrologist will work with AES and SEPA
to monitor the water and the developer will set up a financial bond to cover any damage to, or
impact sustained by, the fish farm. Highland Councillors conducted a site visit yesterday. The
Planning Committee is expected to debate the application in February.  Grid connection is not
anticipated before 2017 and no design for this is available yet. It is expected that the carrier route
will be by wooden poles with overhead cables to the new Alness sub-station. Asked about local
jobs, Steve indicated a new construction structure will be operated whereby local companies can
tender, probably as sub-contractors, and an apprenticeship scheme must be an integral component
of bids, either by local or national companies. It is hoped that this will ensure job creation locally
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and work towards retaining skills and people long term. The most appropriate access route has been
chosen as through Edderton.  The payback time of the carbon footprint is estimated as three years.
CC members questioned the definition of ‘local’ as in other developments this has been seen to run
to over forty miles from the sites. Workers coming in from those distances return home each night
resulting in very little ‘local’ socio-economic benefit. The community benefit is expected to be paid
at £5,000 per installed megawatt, with Scottish Communities Foundation handling the management
and administration for AES. The Chair advised that the CC has much experience working with SCF
on community benefit matters. Russell Smith asked for a rough timetable from now. SH replied that
after the Planning debate in February, the matter could take 6 -9 months at Scottish Government
level.  If grid connection is confirmed for 2017, work would begin on the site in 2015 and take
approximately two years to be ready for grid connection with a further nine months site work.
Steve and Lizzie were thanked for attending and they left the meeting at 8.20pm.
Brief discussion then took place during which Cllr Farlow stressed the important role which can be
played by local liaison groups. PC stated that the agreement reached by the local community
councils with regard to community benefit was based on one fifth shares in the ratio, two fifths to
Ardross and one fifth to each of the three other CC areas, Creich, Ardgay and Edderton.
Item 3. Minutes of November meeting/matters arising. The minutes of the November meeting
were approved, after two minor amendments, as being a true and accurate record; proposed by
Sandy Chalmers, seconded by Russell Smith.  (1) Carbisdale Castle. SC asked if any further
communication had been received from Keith Legge at SYHA, in particular the round robin letter
he had offered to draft for circulation seeking support to save the hostel.  Nothing has been received
by the Chair or Secretary.  SYHA will be contacted again. MG Action. (2) Balblair woods
parking at Invershin. PC undertook to complete and submit the application to the Ward
Discretionary Budget to help with the costs of this project. It had been previously agreed that
application should also be made to the Beinn Tharsuinn Windfarm Community Benefit Fund for
help with this project funding. PC/RT Action. (3) Toilet at Rosehall trails log cabin. Colin
Gilmour advised that he has discussed this matter with the Forestry Commission and John White.
The Commission is not in favour of placing composting toilets on their trails/walks due to
maintenance difficulties. It has been suggested that the land behind the log cabin should be fenced
off to prevent misuse.  CG will discuss further with John White, Colin Green and the Forestry. CG
Action.
Item 4. Regular updates:

(i)       Planning & licensing.  (RS).  Concerns raised regarding anticipated traffic and road
condition problems during construction of the new sub-station at Loch Buidhe.  RS will
forward contact information for the SSE Project Manager to MG who will invite him to
attend the next CC meeting in Bonar Bridge (March). RS/MG Action.

(ii)       TEC Services. (SC) Unsightly plastic bags and rubbish lying near the village signs on
the approach to Bonar Bridge from the west – Sandy will suggest that the Community
Service team could deal with this. Also on the western approaches, between the
Drumliath road and the 30mph signs, the dykes and verges have a rich divergence of
flora and fauna requiring some care when cutting back.  SC will discuss with John Clark
the possibility of hand-strimming here. In the Rosehall area on the Glencassley road at
the Rossal Burn water runs off the hill and across the bridge which when frozen creates a
dangerous skating rink effect for 30-50 yards.  On the A837 just east of West Lodge
once again water is running across the road at an angle on the bend causing a dangerous
ice slick at times of zero temperatures.  Sandy will pass all items on to John Clark. SC
Action.

(iii)      Financial report. (RT) Russell passed round the current bank statement showing a
balance in the Treasurer’s account of £1419.70. The No.2 account is unchanged at
£7651.46. RT will move the £151.46 into the No1 account and arrange the renaming of
the No2 account as the Rock-by-Sea account. Approved. RT Action. Members were
asked to bring to the next meeting recommendations for possible recipients of the
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‘excellence’ awards. They should also be publicising the opportunity of grants available
from this account for training, transport, etc to local groups/individuals.

(iv)    Spinningdale. (SW)  Nothing in Sally’s absence.
(v)       Police Matters.  (NM) See Item 1.
(vi)      Environmental/health. (KW) Nothing in Keith’s absence.
(vii) Youth.  (KS) Nothing in Kay’s absence.
(viii) Education/schools.  (LB) Nothing in Lily’s absence.
(ix)      KOSDT.  (PC) Projects currently being managed by the Board as they await

confirmation of funding to begin advertising the Development Officer post.
(x)       Rosehall. (JW/LB)  Nothing in the absence of both LB and JW.
(xi)      Highland Council Local Area Committee. Nothing current.

Item 5. Ronnie McNeill’s presentation. SC and NM will arrange for collection boxes to be placed
in the Bonar Post Office, the Kyle Bakery and the butcher’s shop. At the end of February it is hoped
to arrange a small presentation lunch in the Bradbury Centre.  Pete Campbell highlighted the
situation of Mr McNeill’s loss of the school transport contract, after approximately thirty-seven
years, to a company from well outwith the local area as being an extremely bad decision by
Highland Council.  Procurement should be local with HC being supportive to and protective of local
businesses.  Cllr Farlow will follow this up and report back at the next meeting. GF Action.
Item 6. Guidelines for Beinn Tharsuinn and Rock-by-Sea funds.  Due to time pressure the
proposed new guidelines for the Beinn Tharsuinn fund will be discussed next month.  RS will email
his comments to NM, as should anyone else with amendments, to speed up that discussion. A
couple of minor changes were made to the Rock-by-Sea guidelines after which they were approved
and will be made available on the CC website. PC will have an information pamphlet made up
which will give details of both funds. These will be circulated throughout the CC area to help
publicise the available funding. PC Action.
Item 7. Beinn Tharsuinn community benefit applications. Two awards were approved: Bonar
Bridge Community Hall P6/7 Youth Club and New Futures Sutherland were granted £1,000 each.
Item 8. Windfarms. Cllr Farlow offered to circulate an up to date list of all windfarms along with
recent information from the Scottish Government. GF Action.
Item 9. Community Council notice board. PC has confirmed that the Hall Committee still has the
board.  He will discuss the matter further with regard to re-siting it. PC Action.
 Item 10. Correspondence. Nil of note.
Item 11. Any other competent business. None raised.
Item 11.  Date, time and place of next meeting. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 19th

February 2013 at 7.30 pm in the Invershin Hall. Sandy to book the room SC Action.

Meeting closed at 9.35 pm.


