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CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of meeting held 

on Tuesday 20th June at 7.30pm 

in Bonar Bridge Hall 

 
Present: Pete Campbell, Chair (PC), Russell Taylor, Treasurer (RT), Russell Smith (RS), John 

White (JW) 

Apologies: Ron Boothroyd, Vice Chair (RB), Norman MacDonald (NM), Brian Coghill (BC) 

Police Scotland:  None present 

Secretary: Mary Goulder (MG) 

 

Item 1. Welcome/Apologies (as above)/Police report. Chair Pete Campbell opened the meeting at 

7.30pm. There was no police report available during the meeting; this was emailed the following 

morning, with apologies from PC Thompson that duties had prevented attendance. It indicated 

sixteen incidents, consisting of five road traffic matters, two animal related calls, two alarm 

activations, one civil matter, two police matters, two thefts, one false call and one to assist another 

agency. 

Non-agenda item. Rosehall Taxis. LB attended to discuss the continuation of the operation and 

funding of the scheme which aims to help Rosehall residents, who have no personal transport and 

no access to public transport, with the life-affecting issues of getting to appointments, catching 

onward travel, etc. LB outlined how this scheme was set up with help from the CC and this year 

with a grant from THC Ward Discretionary Budget. RT confirmed that this money has been used 

and that the scheme costs ran to £650 in the last year. LB fears that costs will rise in the coming 

year. Usage is irregular; users pay £2.50 per trip towards the taxi charges. The Dial-a-Bus service is 

to be withdrawn by THC but in fact it has not helped Rosehall residents in recent times as it was 

never available when required, due to prior bookings elsewhere. Discussions with THC should take 

place in the coming month or so but with little hope of any improvement. Bradbury bus availability 

times do not connect with onward train/bus travel; THC has withdrawn the half-price rail travel 

which was available to Highland residents. KC confirmed that it is extremely unlikely that THC 

will be able to make any changes to its proposals due to budget restrictions. CC agreed to transfer 

£500 from the Rock by Sea account for use by the Rosehall Taxi scheme with further discussion 

scheduled for the January meeting. Invoices should be available for review at each CC meeting 

meantime and LB should advise if this funding is used before the end of the year. Chair thanked LB 

for coming to discuss the matter; she in turn thanked the CC for the continued support and left at 

8.15pm. Agenda item January 2018. 

Item 2. Minutes of May meeting/matters arising. The minutes of the May meeting were approved 

as a true and accurate record after one amendment; proposed: Russell Taylor, seconded: John 

White. RS suggested that an addition should be made to the Priorities List submitted by CC last 

month to the Sutherland Community Partnership. The provision of a cycle lane over the B9176 

Struie road would greatly enhance the safety of all road users, many of whom are cyclists thinking 

to escape the main A9 only to find that this road is a main route for the many residents, tourists and 

businesses this side of the hill. MG Action. 

Item 3. Regular updates:  
(i)   Planning & licensing.  (RS) The Scoping document regarding the proposed 

twenty-one turbine windfarm development at Meall Buidhe on the Croick estate 

was discussed. CC to invite Muirden Energy to attend the meeting in Rosehall in 

September. One point to discuss would be the possibility of a shared ownership 

scheme. MG Action. 
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(ii)   TEC Services. JW raised two issues: deep holes in the road at Tournig, east of the 

Oykel Bridge Hotel and the ‘Lochies bump’ on the A839 Rosehall to Lairg road. 

This had previously received some remedial attention but is again causing danger to 

vehicles. KC Action.  

(iii)   Financial report. (RT) Bank statements were circulated. The Treasurer’s account 

shows a balance of £677.43 with the No.2 account (Rock by Sea) standing at 

£7,316.00. Other financial discussion took place at the AGM and is minuted there. 
(iv)   Police matters.  None raised. 

(v)   Kyle of Sutherland Development Trust. (PC) All projects ongoing; Falls of Shin 

operating well. 

(vi)   Rosehall. (JW) See TECS (3.ii) above. 

(vii)   Invershin. (PC) The flower tub at Balchraggan appears to have been missed when 

the other Invershin tubs were refurbished for this season. Secretary to ask Hall 

Committee. MG Action. 

(viii)   Highland Councillor’s report. KC stated she was very pleased to be attending and 

will be the regular Highland Councillor at Creich meetings. She is on the North 

Planning Area Committee and therefore cannot comment on any Planning issues; 

also on several other committees. Any responses to items she takes back to THC 

for the CC she will forward straight away to Secretary and not await the following 

meeting. Regarding Broadband, the service is so poor from BT she would 

encourage any local enterprise seeking to provide a private service. After many 

meetings with Bank of Scotland officials she is in no doubt that there will not be 

any changes to the closure plans across the Highlands. She is encouraging local 

Post Offices to set aside a small private area where banking business can be 

conducted away from the public spaces. RS advised that the Bonar Post Office will 

be able to deal with Bank of Scotland business after the bank branch closes in 

September. 

(ix)  Broadband in Kyle of Sutherland area. (PC) in RB’s absence PC indicated that 

progress continues with the local company and its proposals for a private provision 

of services. 

(x)   SSE Loch Buidhe update. (RS) Noting new this month. The issue of barriers 

required at the bridge at Sleastry was raised again, along with the Bonar Bridge 

junction traffic/parking problems. KC will check on both issues. KC Action. 

Completing the L. Buidhe site is taking longer than anticipated; RS will request an 

update. 

Item 4. Plaque for Sandy Chalmers. It is hoped to have an update at the next meeting. 

Item 5. Garden area at end of bridge in Bonar. Prior to recent changes of responsibility for the 

Community Works Officer there is doubt as to who should be approached regarding the upkeep of 

this area and the garden opposite the Post Office, both of which were put in place by THC but are 

not being properly maintained. KC Action.  The invoices for June 2016 and June 2017 for planting 

and maintaining the floral displays in Bonar Bridge were discussed. Clarification of the 2017 

invoice is required as CCs felt this was unclear. Treasurer to seek further explanation before 

payment is approved by full CC. RT Action. 

Item 6. Windfarm updates. Caplich PLI is taking place this week. Braemore. Still no decision 

forthcoming from Scottish Government. 

Item 7. Website update. (RB) Nothing in RB’s absence. 

Item 8. Correspondence.  MSP Edward Mountain has written offering to attend a CC meeting to 

discuss any matters the CC may wish him to follow up on its behalf. Invitation to be sent for 

Rosehall meeting in January. MG Action. 

Item 9. Any other competent business. MB has been trying to access information from Bank of 

Scotland regarding the proposed mobile banking service due to come into effect after the branch 

closure but to no avail so far. It is understood that the local bank ATMs will also be withdrawn. 
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Item 9. Date, time and place of next meeting.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 18th 

July 2017 in Invershin Village Hall. There will be no meeting in August. 

Item 10. Private session. Beinn Tharsuinn community benefit/Rock by Sea Fund applications/ 

SSE & E.ON Community Fund.  RbS.  Connie Mackinnon was awarded £250 in respect of her 

application for a summer research project. RT Action. 

 

Meeting closed 9.20pm. 


