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CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of meeting held 

on Tuesday 21st March 2017  at 7.30pm 

in Invershin Hall 

 
Present: Pete Campbell, Chair (PC), Ron Boothroyd, Vice Chair (RB), Russell Taylor, Treasurer 

(RT), Norman MacDonald (NM), Russell Smith (RS), John White (JW) 

Apologies: Brian Coghill (BC), Graham MacKenzie, Head of Roads Dept., THC (GM) 

Also present: Highland Councillor George Farlow (GF), Garry Cameron, Ward Manager THC, 

Christine Ross, VG-ES, Colin Gilmour (CG), Michael Baird (MB), Robert Howden 

Police Scotland:  Sgt Peter Allan (PA) 

Secretary: Mary Goulder (MG) 

 

Item 1. Welcome/Apologies (as above). Chair Pete Campbell opened the meeting at 7.30pm, 

thanking Sgt Allan for attending and for his recent work regarding traffic/parking issues. 

Item 2. Police report/Police Scotland and Highland Council update re traffic/parking issues. 

Six incidents were noted in the monthly report, three were weather related, one road traffic accident, 

and two alarm calls which were also weather related. Eight incidents of speeding were recorded. PA 

indicated that speeding issues are a main focus for the Road Policing Department with numbers of 

reported cases on the increase.  

PA began his update with a further apology to the CC for the lack of response to its contacts and 

queries last year regarding the traffic/parking issues in Bonar Bridge and Spinningdale. Police 

Scotland has been experiencing major IT problems for some time, hopefully resolving. The issues 

raised did eventually come to the attention of the Area Commander, also Inspector Wilson and PA. 

He has worked on gathering information since then and has been in contact with THC through the 

Head of Roads Department, Graham MacKenzie and Joanna Sutherland. Mr MacKenzie sent 

apologies for tonight’s meeting.  

With regard to the parking at the main junction in Bonar Bridge, PA had been led to believe that at 

one time there was a ‘No Waiting’ order in place. CCs confirmed that this has never been the case, 

nor have double yellow lines ever been painted on the road. PA will confer with THC on this. CCs 

advised that the local traders do not want yellow lines but some would consider amendments in road 

design. Many years ago there was a roundabout at the end of the bridge when the road design was 

different.  A Road Safety audit will be carried out which may take around three months. Safer 

parking, public education with special attention given to the Road Transport Companies should be 

promoted. Peak traffic times each day aggravate the problems. No-one present is aware of any 

serious accident ever occurring though minor ones are thought to have happened. Shortage of 

parking in the village is a major issue. If householders, businesses staff could be persuaded to park 

in the street behind Lairg Road this could alleviate some of the congestion.  

Speeding through Spinningdale. A speed survey will be carried out as soon as possible to check not 

only on speeds but also volume of traffic. Relevant signage at each end of the village will be 

reviewed with possibly new ‘Please Drive Carefully’ signs erected. Road markings can be painted 

also the road surface will be reviewed; rumble strips might be considered. 

Speeding past Bonar Bridge Primary School, mostly on the downhill approach, has increased. RT 

will take the Speed Indicator Sign there to help highlight speeds to motorists and PA will pass this 

to the local and speed traffic officers. RT/PA Action.  Speed checks will continue on the Balblair 

straight. 

HGV traffic on B9176 Struie road. Some reduction in numbers of heavy vehicles has been noted. 

Major concern is the damage to the many bridges. Reports continue of lorries driving too quickly 
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without due care to other road users. Such incidents should be reported with as much identifying 

detail as possible, and will be followed up with the companies concerned. Much of the bridge 

damage is left poorly or unrepaired. Narrow bridges need clearer signs, perhaps priority made clear 

by signs or arrows on the road. 

A839 Lairg to Rosehall has many z-bend signs lying by the roadside, poles rotted. CG will pass 

details of Grid references via CC Secretary to report to TECS. CG/MT Action. 

PC stated the CC opinion that a very good service is provided by the police with regular attendances 

at CC meetings by officers whenever possible and a good system of communication in place. 

Thanks for this were agreed by all CC members.  

Sutherland Community Partnership. PA was invited to give a brief presentation regarding the aims 

and workings of the newly established body set up by Scottish Government as part of a national 

scheme. There are nine such Partnerships in the Highlands with different partners chairing each. 

Sutherland is chaired by Police Scotland in the person of Area Commander Chief Inspector Iain 

MacLelland. Five statutory bodies, including the Police, Fire Service, Ambulance Service, NHS and 

THC work with many groups working in the Third Sector, hence the presence of Christine Ross as 

VG-ES is heavily involved. The Community Empowerment Act is the basis for the work of the 

Partnership with the emphasis on trying to resolve inequalities by identifying localities in need of 

support and attention. Key areas in Sutherland have been identified; Bonar Bridge/Creich is one of 

five areas. Communities are urged to compile a list of perceived priorities in local areas with 

locality plans being produced and fed into an outcome improvement plan throughout Highland. A 

questionnaire has been compiled with everyone in Sutherland being asked to complete and submit it 

giving views across the county of the various needs and requirements. These can range through 

transport, safety in the environment for any/all reasons, living conditions, access to services, 

internet access, mobile phone reception, and any other issues deemed relevant. A limited budget is 

in place but wherever viable attempts to improve situations will be undertaken. By-monthly 

meetings are held helping inter-agency working and with the priority of listening to communities. 

The questionnaire will be going out by email with paper copies also available; these should be 

returned to PA at the Golspie Service Point. All groups should be targeted especially those with 

mailing lists; a newsletter will be produced in an effort to reach as many people as possible. 

Agencies will work together as never before, looking at doing things differently in ways which are 

locally relevant. Young people should be encouraged to become involved, thinking ahead to their 

own futures in the county.  

Christine Ross also left information regarding the work of VG-ES, offering to come back to the CC 

in the future to expand on its work.  Both Peter Allan and Christine Ross were warmly thanked for 

bringing all this information to the CC which will help to spread it around the Creich area. PA and 

CR left at 7.40pm. 

Non-agenda item. Before continuing to the agenda Chair PC picked up on the statement he made 

ahead of the February meeting regarding the rumours circulating locally that the CC is not operating 

according to protocol. Those initiating or spreading the rumours were invited to contact PC in 

person before tonight’s meeting but no-one has done so. In addition last Friday’s Northern Times 

carried a particularly strong front page item attacking the CC handling of specific issues. The CC 

had declined to respond to the Editor, not wishing to enflame the situation further, nor prior to 

tonight’s meeting when the matter would be discussed in full. Mr Norman Vincent had levelled 

several complaints regarding the behaviour of the CC both at meetings and in the handling of his 

complaints which he has also made to THC. Three challenges have been made to the integrity of 

this CC in spite of Mr Vincent already having accepted one apology from the CC regarding a 

particular incident. The newspaper article does huge damage to CC in spite of the calming statement 

made to the paper by THC Ward Manager. The chairman has requested that, in order to protect 

privacy, the name of the individual understood to have been responsible for the accusations should 

not be published by the CC. However, notwithstanding that, he was present at the meeting and, 

when asked whether he did make such a statement, he strenuously denied it and he also denied 

telling a reporter at the Northern Times something along the same lines. Both contrary to evidence 
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suggesting that he did. Following that he was directly asked whether he still questioned the integrity 

and competence of the Council and he replied to the effect that he did not and that he was fully 

supportive of them in all aspects of their work. THC Ward Manager GC reiterated his statement to 

the NT stating that it was self-explanatory, that the CC is a statutory body and a vital component of 

local government. He pledged his full support of this CC. Cllr Farlow, in post now for some ten 

years or so, stated that he has always been impressed by how this CC is run and how it gets to grips 

with many difficult issues. Its engagement with both the community and THC has made this 

happen.  PC stated that this discussion of the issue must now bring it to a close to allow the CC to 

continue to work to the benefit of the community. GC left at 8.15pm. 

Item 3. Minutes of February meeting/matters arising. The minutes of the February meeting were 

approved as a true and accurate record after one amendment; proposed: Russell Smith, seconded: 

Russell Taylor. 

Item 4. Regular updates:  
(i)   Planning & licensing.  (RS) Clarified application regarding final plot at Ross 

Gardens, Bonar Bridge - no objections. Glencassley mast permission renewed – 

routine. 

(ii)   TEC Services. White lining issue at war memorial junction in Rosehall; blind 

corner at west end of Linside straight on A837; narrow bridge on A837 at Ceol 

Mor; bell mouth of property at east end of Altas road; stones placed in verges near 

road junctions in Rosehall – all to be passed to TECS, THC. Dog fouling at Bonar 

Fridge football field to be reported to THC Waste Management. MG Action. 

(iii)   Financial report. (RT) Bank statements had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

The Treasurer’s account shows a balance of £1029.92 with the No.2 account (Rock 

by Sea) standing at £7816.00. CC had applied to THC Ward Discretionary Budget 

for £200 to be used for the Rosehall Taxis scheme but has had no 

acknowledgement so far. It is understood that this might not be allocated until the 

start of the new fund in April. The CC can cover any taxi costs until April. Julia 

Campbell has applied for £100 to cover costs for the floral tubs at Invershin. 

Approved from the CC Environment Fund. RT will prepare the end of year 

financial returns/report and arrange auditing as before. RT Action. 

(iv)   Police Matters/report. See above. 

(v)   Kyle of Sutherland Development Trust. PC read from a statement indicating the 

inward investment to the community over the period of the last 3.5 years. A 

breakdown was given with the overall figure of revenue and capital expected by the 

end of 2018 given as c£5million. The CC expressed congratulations to Helen 

Houston for her outstanding work in this regard. RB reported that the play park at 

Falls of Shin is now completed with two Trust directors having undertaken H&S 

training. The project remains on target for a spring opening. 

(vi)   Rosehall. (RB) An Altas resident has complained about the free ranging of black 

‘Hebridean’ sheep on the road and on private property. The animals appear to 

access the road via the land recently purchased by FCS. CC will write to the 

Commission requesting it repairs any damaged fencing.  MG Action. 

(vii)   Invershin. (PC) Nothing to report. 

(viii)   Highland Councillor’s report. (GF). THC capital budget does allow for repairs to 

bridges on the Struie but no timescale is evident. Joanna Sutherland is aware of 

this. The new budget covers many areas; Business Gateway funding is still covered. 

The Ward Discretionary Budget will form part of the new Community Partnership 

agreements. From last month’s Minutes GF followed up on the complaint regarding 

poor workmanship on the Care and Repair Service. Ward Manager understands that 

the scheme is operating satisfactorily. No evidence is available regarding any 

issues. Complaints should be directed in the first instance to the Housing 

Department or to Ward Manager Garry Cameron.  On behalf of the CC and the 
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community PC thanked GF for his diligence and service throughout his years as 

local councillor, wishing him the very best of retirements.   

(ix)  Broadband in Kyle of Sutherland area. (RB) Discussions are taking place with a 

company with a view to a provision of a high speed broadband system, initially for 

the Rosehall, Altas and surrounding areas. If this comes to fruition the scheme 

could be rolled out to other ‘remote’ areas within the district. No further 

information available at present. 

(x)   SSE Loch Buidhe update. (RS) Nothing of importance this month. 

Item 5. Windfarm updates. Braemore. Apparently still some weeks to go until Scottish 

Government decision expected.   

Item 5 Website update. (RB) Site IS up to date in all respects. New photographs will be added 

when time allows. 

Item 6. Correspondence.  Any incoming emails had been circulated prior to the meeting. Nothing 

relevant arose. Letter of thanks received from Friends of Sutherland Veterans for donation given by 

CC to annual flag-raising day. 

Item 7. Any other competent business. Bonar Bridge Christmas Party Committee plan to pack 

bags at Tesco to raise funds. They have requested this be covered by the CC public liability 

insurance. After checking with THC this has been approved. RT Action. 

Item 8. Date, time and place of next meeting.  The next meeting held on Tuesday, 18th April 2017 

at 7.30 pm in Rosehall Village Hall. Several members indicated that they may not be able to attend. 

CCs to advise MG ahead of the date in order to confirm/cancel the booking of the room. Failing the 

April meeting being quorate, the next meeting will be on 16th May in Bonar Bridge. ALL/MG 

Action.  
Item 9. Private session. Beinn Tharsuinn community benefit/Rock by Sea Fund applications/ 

SSE & E.ON Community Fund.  BTWF. An application by Kyle of Sutherland Development 

Trust for £3,000 towards the path improvements at Falls of Shin was approved. MG Action. 

RbS. An application by Rachel Murray to the Rock by Sea Training and Development Fund was 

awarded £250.  MG/RT Action.  

 

Meeting closed 9.20pm. 


