
Draft Minutes for approval

1

CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held
on Tuesday 20 August  2013 at 7.30pm

in the Invershin Village Hall

Present:  Pete Campbell, Chair (PC), Russell Taylor, Treasurer (RT), Sandy Chalmers (SC),
Russell Smith (RS), Norman MacDonald (NM), Lily Byron (LB), John White (JW), Ron Boothroyd
(RB) Secretary: Mary Goulder (MG)
Invited guests: Tara Morrison, UHI; Gavin Steele (GS) and colleagues, SSE
Also present: Highland Councillor George Farlow (GF), Caroline MacKenzie, Liz Cormack
Apologies: Sally Williams (SW), Brian Coghill (BC), Elissa Steven

Item 1/3. Welcome/Apologies (as above) /Police report/ SSE update. Pete Campbell opened the
meeting, welcoming everyone and as there was no police representative or report available he
invited Gavin Steele to address the meeting. Gavin had asked to attend to update the Community
Council on progress with the Loch Buidhe substation programme. Planning consent was received in
early summer and the team is currently working through contract tendering and procurement while
completing land and wayleave agreements with local landowners. Discussions are taking place with
Scottish Water to minimise disruption to the infrastructure during the upgrading of the road and the
service trench. It is hoped to achieve this by good liaison allowing both companies to work in
tandem when utilising the trench for installing services. The service strip will be 2m wide. SSE
expect to widen the road to 4m and bridges/structures will be replaced or strengthened to take
transformers etc. SSE plan to re-instate the road on completion of the project and a wear and tear
written agreement will be in place with the contractor to maintain the road. Copies of drawings can
be supplied to the CC once approved. GS indicated he would like to return in a couple of months to
explain the fine details of the traffic management plans. Long delays may be experienced during the
work period but it is hoped to minimise disruption and that the road will not be completely closed at
any time.  If closure does prove necessary this will be intimated well in advance. During the
upgrading work on the Dounreay – Beauly transmission line, the remains of a longhouse were
discovered. Excavation was carried out and a report on findings produced. The work on the
transmission line in this area is now complete. The second cohort of students is due to commence
study at Inverness College providing entry into the industry at transmission linesman level.
Applications are open until 28th August but late applications soon after could be referred to GS to
assist consideration. Asked about winter working, this will continue as long as weather permits. All
access to the site will be via Bonar Bridge. The telecommunication links installed will be of use
only to SSE. The Business Portal is open for local contractors to register as available for sub-
contracting work. SSE representatives left at 8.10pm.
Item 2. Tara Morrison, Broadband survey. Aware of time restrictions, Tara kept her update
brief. To date she has received three hundred completed questionnaires regarding how people in
Sutherland access and use the Internet. Details of the BT roll out of superfast Broadband are yet to
be revealed with regard to just where this will happen. Recent research indicates that rural/remote
populations actually use the Internet far more than their urban counterparts. As more and more
services, retailers, government departments, etc. move to website operations the more essential a
fast Broadband speed becomes. NHS and healthcare generally may well follow suit in the future
when without a fast speed rural areas could become severely disadvantaged. The recently published
projections indicate that 84% of Scotland will have superfast Broadband by 2020, another 14% later
and 1.5% will never have it.  It is imperative that this area does not fall into that category. CC
members outlined the problems, especially for those connected to the Rosehall exchange where the
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speed is 512kb or less, including drop outs, constant buffering on downloading, lengthy delays as
websites process, etc. There is a real fear of the demise of the community if fast Broadband is not
established as people move away due to the inaccessibility of the Internet and fewer people move in
for the same reason. House prices will undoubtedly be affected as the population faces decline. Fast
Internet access will become as essential as all other services such as power and water. Even life
threatening situations could arise should health consultations become Internet based. Tara agreed to
keep the CC informed as her survey progresses and more information becomes available. She will
liaise with RB and together they will also begin to look at what alternative solutions might be
found. Tara left at 8.30pm.
Non-agenda item. Butchers’ retirement. Mrs Liz Cormack put a verbal application to the CC
seeking help with funds to run a small buffet and presentation event to mark the retirement of the
Bonar Bridge butchers’ recent retirement after thirty eight years in business in the village.
Collection boxes have been placed in various shops and several suggestions have been made with
regard to appropriate gifts. A proposal to make a donation to the event from the Rock-by Sea Fund
was put to the vote with the majority in favour of a £175 award. It was hoped that this might be
matched by Ardgay & District CC. Norman MacDonald and Russell Taylor will make the
arrangements for the payment to Mrs Cormack. NM/RT Action.
Item 4. Minutes of July meeting/matters arising. The minutes of the July meeting were approved
as being a true and accurate record; proposed by Lily Byron, seconded by Russell Smith.  Rosehall
transport. LB was advised to submit an application to the Beinn Tharsuinn Fund to help with costs
which would arise if a taxi card service could be established. LB Action.
Item 5. Regular updates:

(i)   Planning & licensing.  (RS).  Only items of interest had been previously circulated
by email. Nil of note.

(ii)   TEC Services. (SC) Duchally road. A reported pothole has been fixed but others
remain. The road does not merit a high priority for repair. SC will talk with
neighbours regarding a padlock on an entrance gate at Balblair. It is understood that
the B9176 Struie Road will be closed to allow for bridge repairs and inspection on
27th August. TECS will be asked if previously agreed work to resurface the section
from the high bridge down to the AA box at the road junction will be carried out
any time soon. Also any plans for the long awaited white lining will be questioned.
MG Action. Installation of the cycle ramp at Invershin is at a standstill as THC
works to ensure all safety standards are met. CC will call a meeting of the parties
involved, THC, CC, A&DCC, Alex Lowe (contractor) as soon as possible to
resolve issues and fit a ramp without further delay. SC/MG Action.

(iii)   Financial report. (RT) Russell passed round the current bank statement showing a
balance in the Treasurer’s account of £6,011.72. The No.2 account stands at
£9133.00. Outstanding cheques total £320. The £1 per hour upgrade in the
remuneration to the Secretary was unanimously approved.

(iv) Spinningdale. (SW) Sally intimated her wish to stand down at present from the CC
and as its Spinningdale representative.  In her absence she was thanked for her
previous involvement. She will be asked if she might find a willing volunteer to
take over from her. Her letter listing TECS issues was passed to SC. MG/SC
Action.

(v)   Police Matters.  (NM) Attention was directed to a recently circulated email
regarding an upcoming consultation exercise: Ward Forums across Highland focus
on Police and Fire Services. A series of 19 Highland Council Ward forums are
being held across the Highlands to seek the views of the public on local police and
fire services. The first meetings are being held at Portree and Golspie on Monday 2
September and they run until 30 October.

(vi) & (vii) Environmental/ health; Youth. Neither responsibility is filled at present.
(vii) Education/schools.  (LB) Nothing this month.
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(viii) KOSDT.  (PC) Helen Houston is confirmed as Development Officer with her
contract extended to January 2014.  The AGM will be held in September and
attendance is encouraged.

(ix)  Rosehall. (JW/LB)  Nil of note.
(x)  Invershin. (SC) Nil of note.
(xi)  Highland Councillor’s report.  GF advised that THC has written to Balnagown

Estate requesting that all brown information signs for the Falls of Shin Visitor
Centre be removed or amended to give accurate information. THC will not install
public toilets at the site as there are four public conveniences situated within 10
miles of the amenity. KOSDT has erected a sign at the Bonar Bridge toilets
indicating this is the nearest to the Falls of Shin centre. PC reported that the
maintenance work to the grounds at the visitor centre is being carried out to a good
standard by the Forestry Commission. Councillor Farlow has asked for information
from the Highland Council Common Housing List to assist in identifying
affordable housing to rent and to buy in the Kyle of Sutherland area. Those in need
of affordable housing in the area should be encouraged to get on THC housing list.

(xii)  Broadband in Rosehall. (RB) Little to add to Tara Morrison’s talk (see Item 2).
One more reply to the letter sent by the CC to MSPs on the subject has been
received from John Finney. It gives the same response exactly as that from Mary
Scanlon. Overall this has been a very poor response with only three replies. Tara
and RB will liaise in the coming weeks. RB will consider carrying out a survey of
need in Rosehall. A wireless system is feasible and could be a solution.

Item 6. Carbisdale Castle.  A letter received from Historic Scotland was passed to SC. SYHA
does not have sufficient funds to repair/maintain the building.
Item 7. Beinn Tharsuinn community benefit/Rock by Sea Fund applications. Two awards were
made from the Beinn Tharsuinn fund: Sutherland Radio Control Club was awarded £175 to help
with costs of running an upcoming Championship event; Invercharron Games Committee’s
application for £1,062 was approved to help fund the promotional budget and costs of bus hire.
Company Secretary Phil Tomalin will be asked to advise the applicants and arrange payments. MG
Action. For Rock by Sea award see Non-agenda item above.
Item 8. Windfarms updates. GF confirmed that Braemore and Glencassley will both go to Public
Local Inquiry. A meeting will be held on August 29th with regard to the wild land issue over the
Sallachy proposal. PC will circulate the time of the meeting which will be held at Sallachy Lodge.
Several CC members will try to attend. PC Action.
Item 9. Community Council notice board. RT reports no progress this month.
Item 10. Correspondence. Incoming mail included confirmation from Foundation Scotland for the
pilot scheme at the SSE/E.ON Community Fund Panel allowing an equal three-way split of funds to
Lairg, Creich and Ardgay CCs; information on the Saltire Challenge was noted; the Core Path
Review documents were passed to SC; NHS Highland’s reply regarding the memorial plaque for
Stephen Mouat at Migdale Hospital was passed to RT for further action.
Item 11. Membership – encouraging younger members. Claire Bruce’s letter of resignation was
noted and thanks to her for her service to the CC were recorded. A letter of appreciation has been
sent. Elissa Steven has indicated her wish to attend a CC meeting when time allows.
Item 12. Any other competent business. Caroline MacKenzie was thanked for attending the
meeting and for her interest in the CC. As she is on the Bonar Bridge Hall Committee she was
asked to consider joining the CC and undertaking the responsibility of Hall representative.
Item 11.  Date, time and place of next meeting. Owing to the recess, he next meeting will be held
on Tuesday, 15th October 2013 at 7.30 pm in the Bonar Bridge Hall. MG to book the room MG
Action.

Meeting closed at 9.45pm.


