
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Withypool and Hawkridge 
Parish Council 

On Tuesday 14th November 2017 at Hawkridge Village Hall 
 

Attendees: Parish Cllrs: A Howard, K Branfield, R lock, T Lloyd, P Williams, A Collins, J 
Davies and clerk C Hornsby 
 

1. Apologies of Absence 
County Cllr: F Nicholson and District Cllr: S Pugsley 

2. Declarations of notifiable interests 
none 

3. The Minutes of the previous meeting on 26/09/2017 were amended in 
two points and were then agreed as a true and correct record of what 
took place 

4. Matters arising from these Minutes  

 Finger sign at Five Cross Ways: email response from Dan Barnett was read 
out stating that the sign had not been removed & put back again - it has not 
been altered yet. Also that he had previously discussed taping over the Tarr 
Steps wording on the Hawkridge finger but adding it to the Dulverton finger 
in line with the SCC signpost approx. ½ a mile further along.  He started that 
the taping should be easy (& quick) but changing the wording on the other 
finger may take yet more time.  

 Verge at Comers Cross: Email response from Highway was read out stating 
that nothing more would be done this year. It was reported by several 
councillors that it had in fact been done and was now a safer crossing. 

 Cllr JD reported on the signs to slow down traffic and this was discussed at 
length in point 7. Highways. 

 Cllr TL reported that the problem with the water rushing down the Sandyway 
Road towards the village is due to the water crossing the road and missing 
the drain. The Highways say it is a landowner issue and the landowners say it 
is a highways issue. TL to meet the landowner at Waterhouse Green to see 
extent of problem and to show her the email describing the Highways 
approach to the situation. 

 Nothing has come back from the Highways about the overgrown thorn trees 
from Winsford Hill to Spire Cross. Clerk to Contact Winsford and Dulverton to 
raise concern 

 Clerk informed the Parish Councillors that an email had been sent about the 
positions of the speed indicators and the response stated it will be actioned 
as soon as they were able to. 

5. Matters brought forward by the District Councillor/County Councillor 
None 

6. Finance  
Clerk reported that the precept paperwork had arrived and so it was agreed to sign it 
at the meeting. Cllr A Howard and Clerk C Hornsby signed the paperwork stating that 
they Parish would like the same precept as the previous year of £2850.00 



 

 

Cllr A H stated that he had paid £25.00 to Mark Potter for cutting the inside and top 
of the hedges of Plot B and the Cllrs AGREED to reimburse him.   
Cheque No: 464 to Mr A Howard £25 for hedge cutting of parish garden plot B 

7. Highways 
Chairman AH thanked Cllr JD and also resident Gillian Lamble for all their hard work 
in restoring the white finger signs around the village. All agreed that the signs were 
looking wonderful. 
Cllr RL raised the issue from a parishioner that the finger sign in Hawkridge should 
have the sign to Tarr Steps removed. It was discussed and AGREED that the sign 
should remain in place as it is for locals. The main issue is with Sat Navs directing 
people to Tarr Steps via Hawkridge. 
Cllr JD informed the Cllrs that there was a lot of red tape concerning the placement 
and wording of signs asking vehicle users to slow down. An email had been sent to 
all Cllrs concerning the price of illuminated signs. It was agreed that if the sign went 
on private property it should be ok. Cllr JD to look at which would be suitable and it 
was decided that an illuminated sign might be a good idea in the future. 

8. Parish Gardens  
Chairman AH read out correspondence between the solicitors of Hill Cottage and 
himself concerning the purchase of the Ditch. It was proposed by Cllr AC and 2nd by 
Cllr TL to accept the offer of £5500 for the ditch and Cllr P W asked to be minuted 
that she abstained from the vote. Those who voted, AGREED to accept the offer. 
Chairman AH and Clerk will now get this matter settled.  
Cllr RL will ask Andrew Blackmore to fix the top gate in Plot B 

9. Planning  
6/42/17/106 Foxtwitchen House, Sparrow Lane, Withypool 
Proposed removal of a single earth bank running from Sparrow Lane to 
the east side of High Leys field. Retrospective. 
The PC were concerned that the bank had been removed without 
checking to see if permission was granted and wanted it known that they 
do not approve of this action. However the PC did say that the removal 
has improved the area and also stops rain water running down the 
driveway on to Sparrow Lane and therefor do not object to the 
retrospective planning application 
Chairman AH discussed the request by the Home Office to put an 
emergency telephone mast at Kitridge Farm. It was hoped that in the 
future a mobile phone company will also use it to ensure coverage of the 
area. It was proposed by AC and 2nd by TL to support the proposal and all 
AGREED. 
 

10. Parish Maintenance 
Cllr JD stated that due to lots of other commitments the painting of the kissing gate 
near the bridge will have to wait until spring 
Many areas were discussed as having blocked drain pipes due to leaves etc, and so 
the clerk will inform the Highways that the following areas require their pipes to be 
jet through to clear them: Quarry Head, Blakeway and Slade Lane. It was also noted 
that the grates can be cleared by locals but it is the pipes internally that need more 
specialist equipment. 



 

 

Cllr PW raised a concern about the ford at Chibbet Ford which seems to be blocked 
by stones and has raised the water. It was agreed that it was probably due to 
children playing and building dams but the Clerk will contact Exford to let them know 
that it might lead to a problem 
Cllr PW also raised the issue that old Post paths might be opened up to the public 
and she is concerned about this as she has had a walkers dog attack some of her 
sheep and does not want more access allowed to walkers. 
A sign will be done for the village shop and noticeboard telling residents that salt 
bags are available from the shop. 

11. Correspondence  
All correspondence referred to points raised in the meeting. 

12. Items for discussion at the next meeting 
13. Date and time of next meeting: 

Tuesday 9th January 2018 @ Withypool Village Hall at 7pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………………………………….Date………….. 

 


