Lochcarron Sailing Club Safeguarding Policy and Procedures       Revised March 2026

Policy Statement

Lochcarron sailing Club is committed to safeguarding, from physical, sexual or emotional harm, neglect or bullying, children taking part in its activities.  We recognise that the safety, welfare and needs of the child are paramount and that all children, irrespective of age, disability, race, religion or belief, sex, sexual or gender identity or social status, have a right to protection from discrimination and abuse.  

For the purposes of this policy anyone under the age of 18 should be considered as a child.  All members of the Club should be aware of the policy.  

Club Welfare Officer
The Club Welfare Officer is: Julia Wilken  Email: Juliatsmith@me.com

Staff and Volunteers
All Club volunteers and instructors whose role brings them into regular contact with young people may be asked to provide references.  The Club Welfare Officer and those on the committee, regularly instructing, operating safety boats and coaching or supervising young people will also be required to be members of the PVG scheme.

Good Practice
We will:
· Hold a register of every child involved with the group including relevant medical details and have a contact name and number close to hand in case of emergencies; 

· Treat everyone with respect; 

· Remember that some issues are confidential; 

· Provide an example we would wish others to follow; 

· Where possible consider activities which involve more than one adult being present or at least within sight and hearing of others; 

· Be aware that someone else might misinterpret our actions even if they are well-intentioned; 

· Respect a child’s right to personal privacy; 

· Provide time for children to talk to us; 

· Encourage children and adults to respect and care for others;

· Take action to stop any inappropriate verbal or physical behaviour; 

· Remember to REFER not INVESTIGATE any suspicions or allegations about abuse; 

· Only share concerns and seek support from those identified in the group’s child protection policy; 

All members of the Club should follow the good practice guidelines attached (ie RYA Sample Document 4) and agree to abide by the Club’s Rules and Code of Practice as detailed in the club handbook and the RYA Racing Charter contained in the Racing Rules of Sailing. Those working or volunteering with young people should be aware of the guidance on recognising abuse (see RYA Safe and Fun).

Adults are requested not to enter the changing rooms at times when children are changing before or after junior/youth training or racing.  If this is unavoidable it is advised that they are accompanied by another adult.

Photography and video:
The Club will seek written consent from the child and their parents/carers before taking photos or video at an event or training session or publishing such images.  Parents and spectators should be prepared to identify themselves if requested and state their purpose for photography/filming.  If the Club publishes images of children, no identifying information other than names will be included.  Any concerns about inappropriate or intrusive photography or the inappropriate use of images should be reported to the Club Welfare Officer.

Online Safety:

Note: This policy applies to:
· All children and young people involved with Lochcarron Sailing Club- any person under the age of 18. 
· All parents and carers with responsibility for the child
· All staff and volunteers involved with Lochcarron Sailing Club
We recognise that keeping children safe in sport and physical activity extends beyond the game or changing rooms to include digital devices, online platforms and communication. This policy provides guidance on how Lochcarron Sailing Club approaches the use of the internet and all online platforms while providing a safe and fun environment for children to enjoy sailing.
This includes, but is not limited to:
· our website, 
· social media, 
· live streaming platforms,
· sport management apps,
· and messaging apps. 
As an organisation, we commit to implementing this policy and addressing any concerns quickly and within these guidelines.

Aims
The aims of our online safety policy are: 
· to protect all children involved with our organisation who make use of online technology while in our care, or while engaging with our organisation
· to provide staff and volunteers with overarching principles that guide our approach to online safety
· to ensure our organisation is operating in line with our values and within relevant legislation, including the Data Protection Act 2018, UK General Data Protection Regulation and Online Safety Act 2023. 
What we’ll do
 As part of our online safety policy, we will:
· conduct risk assessments for all digital and online platforms being considered or being used by the organisation
· ensure that we adhere to relevant legislation and good practice guidelines when using online platforms
· provide relevant training to all staff on online safety, and ensure all staff or volunteers using online platforms have had training appropriate to their role
· monitor how staff, parents and children use our platforms both inside and outside of our setting to ensure it adheres to our policy, acceptable use statement and code of conducts
· regularly review existing safeguarding policies and procedures to ensure online safety is embedded throughout the organisation
· ensure at least two members of staff have access to our digital platforms and moderate them regularly
· ensure staff who moderate and use our digital platforms have appropriate safeguarding training and work closely with the safeguarding lead
· keep all apps and platform security up to date, use strong passwords and maintain privacy of all users
· effectively use security and privacy tools available on each platform
· have a zero-tolerance policy towards discrimination, hateful communication, cyberbullying, inappropriate, harmful or illegal content
· inform all staff, volunteers, parents, carers and children of who to report any online concerns to, or what to do in the event they see something that worries them online
· adhere to parental consents and permissions when sharing images, videos or live streaming our organisation for promotional or celebrational purposes
· never publish identifying information of children on publicly available online platforms (such as our website and public social media channels)
· develop an online safety agreement for use with staff, volunteers, parents and carers and the children and young people
· ensure personal information gathered while using online platforms are stored securely and in line with our privacy policies
The policy and procedures will be widely promoted and are mandatory for everyone involved in Lochcarron Sailing Club. Failure to comply with the policy and procedures will be addressed without delay and may ultimately result in dismissal or exclusion from the organisation and, where appropriate, referral to statutory organisations. 
Monitoring
This policy will be reviewed every three years, or in the following circumstances:
· changes in legislation and/or government guidance
· as required by RYA as a result of any other significant change, event or case reviews.

Concerns
Anyone who is concerned about a young member’s or participant’s welfare, either outside the sport or within the Club, should inform the Club Welfare Officer immediately, in strict confidence.  The Club Welfare Officer will follow the RYA safeguarding procedures.

Any member of the Club failing to comply with the Safeguarding policy and any relevant Codes of Conduct may be subject to disciplinary action.

In a safeguarding emergency,
 where a child is at immediate risk of harm, call 999. 
You can contact the NSPCC Helpline by calling 0808 800 5000, emailing help@NSPCC.org.uk. Any child can call Childline on 0800 1111 or chat to them online.

