
 
Subject:Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2021 - Main Issues Report

Date:Wed, 21 Nov 2018 17:47:57 +0000 
From:Fiona A. Reid <fiona.a.reid@aberdeenshire.gov.uk> 

CC:Janelle Clark <janelle.clark@aberdeenshire.gov.uk> 
 
 
Good afternoon, 
  
On 21 September 2018 we wrote to you advising that draft copies of the Main Issues Report for 
the Local Development Plan 2021 were being published to the six Area Committees of 
Aberdeenshire Council, representing an early sight of the issues that we think the new Local 
Development Plan should address. 
  
We have now attended all Area Committees and drawn our conclusions for the Main Issues 
Report following the feedback received.  On 29 November 2018 we are seeking authority from 
Infrastructure Services Committee to publish this document.  Formal consultation on the Main 
Issues Report will start on 14 January 2019.   The Infrastructure Services Committee Report 
provides an early sight of the Main Issues Report and this can be found 
at http://committees.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/committees.aspx?calendar=2018-11-29. 
  
There have been some changes introduced to the Main Issues Report as a result of the Area 
Committee discussions which are highlighted in Appendix 2 of the Infrastructure Services 
Committee Report, but essentially they are very similar to those presented to the Area 
Committees.  We have also published a range of supporting documents for the Main Issues 
Report including an Environmental Report from the Strategic Environmental Assessment, and an 
appropriate assessment under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations 1994, 
comprising an interim Habitats Regulations Appraisal.  Comments on any of these documents 
would be welcomed during the consultation period from 14 January 2019 to 12 April 2019. 
However, we will not be able to consider any submissions before the start of the consultation 
period.  During the consultation period there will also be a draft Proposed Local Development 
Plan 2021 available on-line to illustrate how the changes that we think should be made to the 
Local Development Plan could be accommodated in the context of the existing Local Development 
Plan 2017. 
  
The Main Issues Report remains an “officers’ view” of what the new Plan could look like.  This 
means it is not the settled view of Aberdeenshire Council.  Councillors need to see the public 
comments on the Main Issues Report before they can commit themselves to a “Proposed Local 
Development Plan 2021” on which there will be a final round of consultation before it can be 
considered at Examination in Public and ultimately approved, again with modifications, as the new 
Plan for Aberdeenshire. 
  
We would again stress to you the need for early engagement on the Main Issues Report as we are 
aware that gathering consensus of the community position on some of these issues may not be a 
straightforward task.  In our previous e-mail we suggested that a three stage process may be 
required: 
  

1.    Firstly, it may be necessary to ensure that all of your members have a clear understanding 
of this part of the Local Development Plan process and understand what might be required of 
you. This would be an opportunity to agree if special meetings need to be set up, and who may 
be delegated to look at what issues. We would be happy to support you in such a meeting by 
providing an overview of the process. 

  



2.    Secondly, some discussion may be required in order to draw conclusions from any analysis 
that you choose to do and “agree” the terms of any submission to Aberdeenshire Council on 
this matter.  We do not think it appropriate to assist in this part of the process as we are most 
interested in your own views on matters covered in the Local Development Plan. 

  

3.    Thirdly, a meeting may be required to co-ordinate the outcomes from the Community 
Council and agree the submission that you would wish to make to us. Again, we do not feel we 
have a role here. 

  
In addition to these meetings we are seeking to set up 17 “drop in” sessions in locations across 
Aberdeenshire to allow people to approach officers and be advised of why a certain course of 
action is being proposed.   All Community Councils will be sent a timetable and advertisement 
posters as soon as we have dates and venues arranged. 
  
We hope that you like what you see in the finalised Main Issues Report but, if not, you will soon 
have the opportunity to make your views known to Aberdeenshire Council.  Further information 
and updates can be found in our Local Development Plan newsletter to which we would 
encourage you to subscribe (http://publications.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/dataset/local-development-
plan-updates). 
  
  
Kind regards, 
  
Fiona 
  
Fiona Reid 
Policy Planner 
Infrastructure Services 
Aberdeenshire Council 
Woodhill House 
Westburn Road 
Aberdeen,  AB16 5GB 
 
Tel No. 01467 534519 
  
This e-mail may contain privileged information intended solely for the use of the individual to whom 
it is addressed. If you have received this e-mail in error, please accept our apologies and notify the 
sender, deleting the e-mail afterwards. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the e-
mail's author and do not necessarily represent those of Aberdeenshire Council.  
 
Dh’fhaodadh fiosrachadh sochaire, a tha a-mhàin airson an neach gu bheil am post-dealain air a 
chur, a bhith an seo. Ma tha thu air am post-dealain fhaighinn mar mhearachd, gabh ar leisgeul 
agus cuir fios chun an neach a chuir am post-dealain agus dubh às am post-dealain an dèidh sin. 
’S e beachdan an neach a chuir am post-dealain a tha ann an gin sam bith a thèid a chur an cèill 
agus chan eil e a’ ciallachadh gu bheil iad a’ riochdachadh beachdan Chomhairle Shiorrachd Obar 
Dheathain.  
 
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 


