
1. Banff and Buchan
In Banff and Buchan significant issues relate to the scale of urban development that is being 
achieved, particularly in small settlements.  Build rates in major towns remains sustainable, 
but outwith Banff and Fraserburgh the scale of development is disappointing.  The Main 
Issues Report acknowledges this issue and seeks to resolve this imbalance by identifying 
small sites which are ready for immediate development and extending the “pressured” part 
of the countryside to reflect the influence of Fraserburgh and Peterhead.  This will provide a 
small restriction on housing in the countryside to only allow brownfield development in this 
area and is allied with a greater emphasis on “self-build” within allocations on small 
sustainable sites in settlements.

Likewise the take-up of employment land is not meeting expectations and actions are 
proposed to safeguard Fraserburgh Harbour and maintain the supply of land available for 
future development proposals.  In some areas a realistic approach is being taken with sites 
that have been in the plan for decades, without development, being removed to better reflect 
supply and demand of land.

2. Buchan
In Buchan the continued success of Peterhead and the “Mintlaw Corridor” is shown with 
major housing and employment proposals being suggested in the Main Issues Report in 
locations such as Inverugie Meadows (at Waterside, Peterhead), Longside Airfield and 
Mintlaw.  Peterhead has become one of the more buoyant parts of Aberdeenshire, in terms 
of development build out rates. Development in places such as Cruden Bay, Stuartfield and 
Mintlaw have been successful as they serve both the Aberdeen and Peterhead travel to 
work areas.

In recognition of the Strategic Growth Area around the A90 (T), a number of large allocations 
are being maintained, particularly in Peterhead.  

3. Formartine Area
For Formartine there are two major issues that the Local Development Plan may have to 
address.  In the Ellon area, as part of the Strategic Development Plan’s Strategic Growth 
Area designation, and the completion and opening of the Balmedie \ Tipperty Dual Carriage 
way extension, this is likely to lead to a greater rate of growth in this area.  Significant growth 
is promoted at Foveran, to complement the existing allocations at Ellon and Newburgh and 
to support the Energetica Corridor.

On the other hand development in the Turriff and Fyvie areas is promoted but again the rate 
of development is not coming forward at the pace which may be desired. In addition to 
allocating large sites to allow the strategic growth of Turriff, smaller allocations have been 
made to promote development.  

Oldmeldrum, with options for the redevelopment of the A96 which may have a significant 
impact on its accessibility, is now also poised for major development proposals.

4. Garioch Area
The Garioch area has large existing effective allocations, but also suffers from the 
uncertainty associated with the future development of the A96(T). In the Main Issues Report 
the prospective development of the A96(T) has resulted in few new allocations to be 
preferred. However, existing effective allocations of more than 2,750 homes already exist in 
this area. The next plan after LDP 2021 will provide an opportunity to assess the benefits of 
sites in the area in relation to the finalised route of the A96(T).



Westhill remains constrained, due mainly to local traffic issues.

Newmachar remains a location where the development of the Parkhill junction on the A947 
and long term proposals for road improvements in the area lends weight to the need to 
maintain the land allocations in this village.  The Main Issues Report promotes ways to 
facilitate delivery of an eastern relief road at a future date to serve both this town and traffic 
travelling south from Banff.

5. Kincardine and Mearns
Kincardine and Mearns is an area that has experienced significant growth over the past 
decade.  Growth has occurred at a number of locations to meet the need from the Aberdeen 
City Travel to Work Area, particularly at Portlethen and the new settlement of Chapelton. 
The opening of the AWPR and the A90(T) Fast Link continue to make this a very attractive 
location for development.  Significant development opportunity exists at Chapelton and 
further allocations are made at Portlethen and Stonehaven. 

Further south the rate of development is not meeting previous aspirations. Even so, there is 
no need to modify the existing allocations. A few small sites are being supported in 
settlements to the south of Laurencekirk.  

6. Marr
In the Marr area the success of the Deeside corridor contrasts with lack of growth in the 
Huntly corridor. In Huntly very large allocations commensurate with the Strategic 
Development Plan Strategic Growth Areas are continued but marked as “Future Opportunity 
Sites” until issues with infrastructure can be overcome. Two new 100% affordable housing 
land sites have been identified to meet local needs. For Banchory and Aboyne a range of 
modest development allocations are made, both supporting existing allocations and 
introducing new development sites.  Development opportunities in Alford are balanced 
alongside the protection of key historic environment assets within the area and reflect the 
scale of recent development.

In contrast to many other rural areas of Aberdeenshire the take-up of housing land in other 
Deeside villages has been very encouraging, especially in those areas which are perceived 
to be accessible to Aberdeen itself and this has been supported by additional development 
land allocations. In contrast rural development in other areas remains relatively subdued. 


