
Community Council Report 

This report covers the North Marr Community Council areas during the period 1 
August to 31 August 2018. 

The report aims to highlight emerging issues in your area, and to provide crime 
prevention advice and guidance to Community Council members and residents you 
represent.  Our focus is to reduce crime and disorder, help create safer communities 
and respond effectively to local concerns.

Community Policing Priorities

Antisocial behaviour, Violence and Disorder:  

There have been 4 assaults this reporting period including and assault and robbery 
in Alford, all of which are detected or still being investigated and likely to be detected.  
Three males were charged and appeared in court from custody in relation to the 
assault and robbery.  This was an isolated incident involving persons known to each 
other with the victim sustaining minor injuries.

Acquisitive Crime:

There have been 5 thefts reported in the North Marr area including a theft of tyres 
from Huntly, a sneak-in theft to a property in Huntly, an attempted break-in to a 
house in Huntly and an attempted break-in to a house in Forgue.

Nearby areas have again suffered incidents whereby offenders have stolen motor 
cars either by using the true key which has been left within the vehicle or the keys for 
the vehicle has been stolen from an insecure premises.  These offenders do not tend 
to force entry to premises and rely on home and vehicle owners being complacent 
and failing to secure their property prior to retiring to bed.

Road Safety & road crime:

During the month, no persons in North Marr have been charged with drink driving.  
Six reports have been sent to the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 
(COPFS) in relation to speeding.  These relate to drivers travelling at speeds in 
excess of that which can be dealt with by way of fixed penalty notices.

One driver was also issued with an ASBO warning in relation to his driving on 
George V Avenue, Huntly.  Should he be found driving in an anti-social manner 
again within the next year, his vehicle will be seized.

We continue to deal with anti-social driving in Huntly town centre and our dedicated 
operation to tackle this will be refreshed and rolled out in the coming weeks and 
months.  Officers will be taking a robust approach balancing education with 
enforcement to ensure the relatively small minority who are responsible for committing 
offences and antisocial behaviour with vehicles are held accountable for their actions.  
We will be working with partners and making use of antisocial behaviour legislation.  



Residents in the areas affected by antisocial driving are encouraged to contact Police 
on 101 at the time to report incidents in order for us to take positive action.

Community Engagement & Reassurance

You will no doubt be aware that there was a large Police presence at an industrial 
property at Drumdelgie near Huntly.  This matter is still being investigated but I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the local community for their understanding for 
any disruption during the investigations at the scene. 

Nine officers from the Policing Team at Huntly took part in the Room to Run Huntly 
10k on 1 September 2018 which was a highly successfully event which incorporated 
the 'Huntly Hairst' in the square and brought a huge amount of people into the town 
for the event.  The officers have raised in the region of £2500 which will be going 
towards the purchase of a community defibrillator which should be purchased and 
fitted to the exterior of the Huntly Police Office in the coming weeks.  A massive 
thank you to all those who took the time to donate towards this worthwhile cause.

Rural Watch Scotland

'Rural Watch Scotland' is an extension of the Neighbourhood Watch Scotland 
movement and endorsed by  the Scottish Partnership Against Rural Crime (SPARC) 
and is aimed specifically at the rural communities of Scotland and aims to bring all 
the benefits of Neighbourhood Watch to all rural communities irrespective of location, 
size or demographics.

Rural watch is an online community for any member of the public where 
appeals, crime prevention tips and safety alerts can be posted by those who 
subscribe which can be viewed by all members. Subscription is free and the sharing 
of information on the forum is a great example of real time crime prevention in action. 

The objectives of Rural Watch Scotland are to:

 Reduce crime and the fear of crime by providing the right information, to the 
right people, at the right time.

 Encourage people to think about safety and security for themselves, their 
neighbours and their community.

 Improve community cohesion and well-being by supporting communities to 
develop 'their watch, their way'.

 Work in partnership with national and local service providers to develop more 
resilient communities that are better prepared against threats, intentional or 
unintentional, such as crime or extreme weather.

The experience of Neighbourhood Watch throughout Scotland and elsewhere across 
the world is that members of Rural Watch Scotland will be less likely than non-
members in the rural community to be a victim of crime.



By joining the Rural Watch Scotland scheme members can receive alerts and advice 
by phone, text or email. By keeping members informed about crime and other threats 
in specific areas, Rural Watch Scotland can help prevent crime, keep communities 
and residents safe, and members responses to these alerts can help catch criminals 
or be better prepared to deal with other threats to communities. To join Rural Watch 
Scotland simply:

Log onto www.ruralwatchscotland.co.uk
Click the green JOIN button at the top of the page. 
Follow the on screen instructions.

Contact Us

Please also remember you can communicate with us using any of the following:

  101 – Non emergency; 
  Email - HuntlyStrathbogieHoweofAlfordCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
  Twitter - @NorthEPolice
  Facebook – www.facebook.com/NorthEastPoliceDivision
  Web – www.scotland.police.uk
  999 – Emergency; 
  0800 555 111 - Crimestoppers;

Matt Smith
Inspector
Marr Community Policing Team


