
 
 
Message from the Committee 

It doesn’t seem long since the last Newsletter, but during the last General Meeting on Monday 10th 
October a number of issues were raised that plot holders should be aware of. It is also time to start 
planning for next year you may well be keen to order your Seed Potatoes for next year through our 
site bulk order. You will find the selection and order sheet attached to the newsletter.  
 

General Meeting 
The most recent GM took place at Grey’s Corner 
on Monday 10th October and was well attended. 
Apologies to any plot member who did not 
receive a Newsletter in advance. As usual, a 
number of items were discussed and questions 
raised. Amongst those items discussed was the 
tenancy lease agreement with the Council, which 
at the moment, is only renewed every 12 months 
and means that it is difficult to make long term 
plans. This was mentioned in relation to the need 
for a new site community building and the need 
for a secure tenancy in order to obtain funding 
for this and other major projects. The Committee 
is now discussing the lease with the Council and 
we hope to report back in the near future.  
 
Also discussed at length was the proposal to 
allow plot holders to keep chickens. A number of 
points of view were put forward about how to go 
about keeping chickens on site and whether this 
should be a communal undertaking or whether 
individuals would be happier caring for their own 
birds. A survey about this issue will go out to plot 
holders in the next few weeks and the Committee 
would be extremely grateful for your input on the 
matter. 
 

The matter of moving the annual show from the 
White Lion pub was also considered. Although 
the pub suits us in some ways, it is also awkward 
to move items backwards and forwards. Many 
members present at the meeting favour the idea 
of moving the event on site or discussing with 
the Council if we could hold a joint event in the 
park next door. Thoughts on this matter would 
also be very welcome, please e-mail us to let us 
know what you think. 

 
Potato Order 
Back by popular demand this year is the bulk 
potato order from Codnor, which offers excellent 
value and helps support the site. Order sheets 
are attached to this newsletter and all you need 
to do is read through and make your choice. 
Doug has kindly agreed to collate the orders, so 
please return completed forms to Doug or put 
them through his door (20 Honeywall) by Sunday 
4th December. The only problem you will have is 
deciding which ones to choose! 

 
Water Turn Off 
To avoid the risk of damage to our water supply, 
please be aware that water on site will be turned 
off on Sunday 27th November. 
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Rent Invoices 
Just an early warning that rental invoices for next 
year will be coming out in the next month and, as 
agreed at the last AGM, plot rents would now be 
due in January. 
 

Next General Meeting 
The date of the next General Meeting will be 
Monday November 14th at Grey’s Corner pub. The 
meeting will be at 7.30pm and as usual all are 
welcome to come and join in. 

 
Compost Bins 
The Committee would like to remind plot holders 
that communal compost bins are for composting! 
They are not meant to be used as a dumping 
ground for rubbish, wood, plastic, metal, or large 
amounts of weeds, which should be disposed of 
by individual plot holders. 

 
Birds on the Plot 
As mentioned in the last newsletter, this is the 
time of year to put out food and water for the 
birds on a regular basis. If you want to do 
something different then why not make your own 
bird fat-feeder? A fun and cheap way to put out 
food.  

 

You will need lard, 
string, scissors and a selection of bird seed, nuts, 
raisins, scraps of bacon rind, mealworms etc, a 
large saucepan and a big spoon! Seeds and nuts 
are often a lot cheaper if you buy a bigger bag. 
Melt your lard slowly in your big saucepan on a 
low heat then remove. Gradually add your chosen 
ingredients and stir. You may need to re-warm 
carefully if the lard starts to set before completely 
mixed. Once stirred you can take a handful and 
squish into your pot of choice, making sure it is 
well compacted. Place pots on a tray and put into 
fridge until set. Hey presto! A feeder is created. 
Good fun for adults and children! 

 
 

Cauliflower cheese with salmon 
 

 

Ingredients 

• 1 large cauliflower, cut into florets 
• 50g/2oz butter, plus extra for greasing 
• 50g/2oz plain flour 
• 450ml/16fl oz milk 
• 2 free-range egg yolks 
• 1 tsp English mustard 
• splash of Worcestershire sauce 
• salt and black pepper 
• 150g/5oz cooked flaked salmon 
• 125g/4½oz cheddar cheese, grated 
• 75g/3oz emmental cheese, grated 

To Make 

1. Preheat oven to 200C/400F/Gas 6. 
2. Bring a large pan of salted water to the boil, 

then add the cauliflower and cook for two 
minutes. 

3. Drain and place in a buttered ovenproof dish. 
4. Place the butter and flour into a saucepan and 

heat to melt the butter. 
5. Cook, stirring for one to two minutes until 

lightly golden. 
6. Remove from the heat and gradually whisk in 

the milk to form a smooth sauce. 
7. Return to the heat and simmer for two to 

three minutes. 
8. Remove from the heat and beat in the egg 

yolks, mustard and Worcestershire sauce. 
9. Season with salt and pepper and flake the 

salmon into the sauce, stirring carefully. 
10. Pour over the cauliflower and top with the 

grated cheeses. 
11. Place in the oven and cook for 10-15 minutes, 

until golden brown. Serve immediately. 

Weather Update from Ben 

To summarise Ben’s kind contribution: The 
general forecasts indicate a fairly average looking 
November at about 6°C to 7°C (High 9°C Low 
4°C), with average rainfall too (some wintry on 
northern hills). Potential for a lot colder weather 
across Northern Europe in the longer term. 

 

You can use what ever 
pots you have spare. 
Yoghurt pots, plastic 
cups, coconut halves, 
plastic bowls. Make a 
small hole in the base 
and secure string to 
hang the finished 
feeder. 


