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Message from the committee 
All plot holders should have received their rent invoices by now. Thank you to those who have 

already settled up for the coming year. For those plot holders who have not yet paid, please 

could you ensure that you pay by the deadline of 28th February? Being prompt with rent 

payments helps the committee to make sure that if plots are to be re-let, they can be offered 

to new tenants in good time for the start of the growing season. And as a way of helping to 

extend the time new plot holders have to prepare for the growing season; from next year we 

will be bringing forward the date for renewing rents to the end of January.  

 

Contacts for the committee 
  Derek: 413110       Mandy: 07920 400551       Paul: the_ackroyds@yahoo.co.uk        Penny: 07773 853374 
 

General Meeting 
The next general meeting will be on Monday 

28th February, 7.30pm at the Marquis of 

Granby pub. Please come along to find out 

about what’s happening on the allotments at 

the moment, and to have your say. As part of 

this month’s meeting, Doug has kindly offered 

to give a short talk on a couple of subjects - 

fruit trees and sweet peas.   

 

New number for gate padlocks 
The number for the combination locks on all 

the gates will be changed on 1st March. The 

new number will be 7613. To help keep our site 

secure, please remember to ensure the gates 

are locked at all times. 

 

The 2011 potato contest  

gets underway 
Think you can grow nearly 19lbs of spuds from 

three seed potatoes? Well that’s what the 

winner of last year’s potato growing 

competition, Tim Wang, did. If you’re up for 

the challenge and would like to take part in 

this year’s contest, all you have to do is to 

collect three seed potatoes from the shop, 

and grow them any way you want – in the 

ground, a dustbin, a raised bed – whichever 

way you think will give you a bountiful crop.  

 

This competition is open to all allotment 

holders. The competition potatoes must be 

clearly labelled as such, and kept separate 

from your own personal potato crop. Just 

before the annual produce show on 20th 

August, the committee will dig up your 

competition crop and weigh the potatoes that 

you’ve grown. The date for harvesting will be 

agreed nearer the time, and will be published 

in the newsletter. The winner – the plot holder 

who’s grown the biggest crop - will be 

announced at the show, and all the potatoes 

grown will be sold as part of our sale of 

produce. The variety this year is Kestrel, a 

versatile second early. So collect your 

potatoes and get them chitting! 

 

Early spring on the allotment 
Hopefully we’ve now seen off the last of the 

coldest winter temperatures, and as March 

gets going, it’s time to start thinking about 

sowing some of the hardier early spring crops. 

To be on the safe side though, it’s a good idea 
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to warm up the soil by covering it with fleece 

or something similar before sowing, and even 

to re-cover the newly planted beds to protect 

them from sharp frosts and bitter winds that 

still have a tendency to strike at this time of 

the year.    

 

Tasks for early spring: 

� Broad beans are hardy enough to be sown 

now. Planting them indoors will give them 

a head start, and they’re less likely to 

rot or be eaten by mice. Plant in 

individual 3” pots or home-made paper 

tubes, one seed per pot. They won’t need 

heat to germinate, but will need to be 

hardened off before planting outside. 

� March is the perfect time to divide 

rhubarb crowns that are growing too 

large. Split each plant into three or four 

chunks and replant, making sure that 

each new plant has a good strong bud.  

� It’s not too late to make a compost 

trench for your runner beans. Dig the 

trench one spade deep where you are 

going to plant your beans and gradually 

fill it with raw kitchen waste, shredded 

newspapers etc. This will rot down to 

create a nutrient rich soil perfect for 

those greedy runner beans as they grow. 

Remember to cover the waste material 

with soil as soon as you add it, to prevent 

foxes or other animals from scavenging.  

� Early spring is the best time to divide 

and replant perennial herbs like mint, 

chives, lovage and marjoram, while the 

plants are still dormant.  

� If you planted a green manure crop last 

autumn, now is the time to start digging 

it in. You’ll also need to carefully plan 

what crops you plant afterwards. Don’t 

follow grazing rye with a direct sown, 

small seeded crop such as carrots or 

parsnips as decomposing foliage from the 

green manure crop can inhibit 

germination. Leafy crops such as 

cabbages and spinach do well after tares 

– they’ll thrive on the nitrogen released 

as the foliage and root nodules from the 

green manure crop decompose.  

� Give your fruit bushes a boost by adding 

a thick layer (2”) of mulch such as leaf 

mould or well rotted manure. Mulching 

has many benefits. It can provide 

nutrients for plants, locks in moisture, 

forms a barrier against weeds and helps 

ensure that the soil doesn’t dry out 

quickly in the summer.  

� As the days warm up in mid-late March, 

think about planting onion sets, shallots 

and early potatoes.  

 

Allotment open day 
Plans for our open day – to celebrate 150 

years of allotment gardening on our site – 

were discussed at the last general meeting. If 

you have ideas for the event, which is likely to 

take place in late June/early July, or would 

like to help out with organising and running the 

day, please get in touch with the committee. 

 

Manure supplies 
Doug has provided information about a new 

supplier for well rotted horse manure. 

Deliveries are for a minimum of four loads, so 

plot holders may wish to get together to 

arrange a delivery. The cost per load is £20, 

and the contact number for the supplier is 

0795 4162273.  

  

Odds and ends 
� Rents need to be paid by 28th February. 

Penny will be on site on Sunday 27th 

February to collect any outstanding 

monies. She will be in the shop or on her 

plot (no. 28, bottom path) between 10am 

and 12noon.  

� Please don’t leave bonfires unattended 

and bear in mind weather conditions and 

other plot holders when you are planning 

to have a fire. 

� Tommy Jones, a longstanding plot holder, 

has decided to give up his plot after 

more than 25 years of gardening at 

Richmond Street Allotments. We would 

like to wish Tommy all the best, and hope 

to see him at our open day and annual 

produce show. 


