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Message from the committee 
Well, it’s show time again! Saturday 21st August is the date of our annual produce show, to be 

held again in the marquee behind the White Lion pub on Honeywall. The show is an event that 

celebrates all that we do on the allotments. Attached with the newsletter is show schedule, and 

it includes a few changes from last year. There are two new classes - a savoury or sweet pie and 

a savoury or sweet tart, and two new trophies – one for carrots donated by Ivan “carrot man” 

Malin, and the other for the person who gains the most number of points in all classes. The main 

change, though, is in the timing of the day. This year, all entries must be in the marquee by 

11.00am, when the judging will commence. As we’ve said in previous years, the show is for 

everyone - seasoned gardener or newcomer. We all have something to enter.  

 

General Meeting 
The next general meeting will be on Monday 

26th July, 7.30pm at the Marquis of Granby 

pub in Penkhull.  

 

Annual show reminders  
The highly popular tasting session will be run 

again this year as part of the show. This is 

where we can all relax in the sun and sample a 

variety of preserves made from allotment 

fruit and vegetables while the judges are hard 

at work in the marquee. To make the event a 

success, we really need donations of your 

finest preserves – jams, chutneys, pickles, 

jellies and the like. We will be providing bread, 

crackers and cheese, but donations of scones 

would also be much appreciated…what can be 

better than home-made scones and jam? 

 

Donations of raffle prizes would also be much 

appreciated. Bottles of booze, toiletries or 

garden related items always go down well as 

prizes. Please wrap your donations and bring 

them along on the day of the show.   
 

All the show trophies need to be engraved 

with last year’s winners’ details before they 

are handed out to this year’s winners. So, if 

you haven’t already returned your trophies 

from last year, please can you hand them in 

immediately to any committee member? 

 

A message from Penny Vickers 
Penny writes - I would like to thank everyone 

who sent their best wishes and cards following 
my accident. I’m on the mend and hope to be 

back on my plot very soon.  

 

For those who haven’t heard, Penny slipped in 

Penkhull Park while walking her dog Holly, and 

unfortunately dislocated her leg from her 

ankle, resulting in three fractures. 

 

Potato competition 
The recent rain has been welcome news for all 

of us, and may help to give your competition 

potatoes a final boost. The judging will take 

place on Friday 13th and Saturday 14th August, 

when the plants will be lifted, and the 

potatoes weighed. The weekend before this (ie 

7th-8th August), laminated notices will be 

placed on the table in front of the shop. 

Please take these so you can indicate both the 

entrance to the plot where your potatoes are 

growing and the competition plants 

themselves. If the plants are not marked 
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accurately or the judges are unable to access 

your plot, it will not be possible for your 

competition potatoes to be judged.   

 

Gardeners’ World Live 
Helen Newman reports – I have always watched 

Gardeners’ World (probably why I got an 
allotment) and my recent trip to Gardeners’ World 
Live at the NEC was fascinating.  
 
The Flower Marquee was my favourite. It was full 
of beautiful (and some not so beautiful, for 
example the carnivorous plants – ugly, weird 
things) flowers and plants. The delphinium 
stands were astounding - multiple pastel colours 
painting a muted palette of excellence; roses and 
lilies galore - colours you could not believe and 
scents to die for; stands with old and new herbs 
tempting you to buy (and succeeding in my case) 
Good King Henry, Confetti Coriander, Red Sorrel 
and Winter Savoury, Sweet Cicely and English 
Mace seeds. The stand holders were so helpful 
and willing to discuss their plants, and their 
enthusiasm was infectious (enough to make me 
buy even more!).  
 
The night before I went to the show, there was a 
piece on the Gardeners’ World programme about 
some of the Growers, and how they produced 
their stands – incredible what they did in order to 
make their flowers perfect. Having seen this, I 
now have a better understanding of what kind of 
effort people at our Allotment Show go to, to 
produce their wonderful produce! 
 
As well as the Marquees and Show Gardens, 
there was a theatre where the Gardeners’ World 
presenters gave talks. I watched Alys Fowler’s 
presentation about unusual plants to eat, and I 
was quite proud of the fact that I knew which one 
was Sweet Cicely – and, thanks to one of the 
Allotment monthly meetings, knew what to do 
with it. 
 
Inside the NEC itself, there was a vast array of 
stands where you could buy everything - from 
extraordinarily expensive garden furniture (nice 
but impractical for an allotment) to bargain seeds 
from well-known companies like Thompson & 
Morgan. Although I didn’t find this as interesting 
as the flower marquee, for any dedicated 
shoppers of unusual gardening implements this 
would have been ideal! 
 
On the train home I sat, with my friend - another 
allotmenteer - surrounded by flowers, plants and 
seeds and reading Gardeners’ World magazine, 

discussing slugs, the allotment show and how to 
take Geranium cuttings – does life get any 
better? - BLISS! 
 
Being a novice allotmenteer and new to 
gardening shows I wasn’t sure what to expect 
from Gardeners’ World Live. But I thoroughly 
enjoyed the day and would recommend it to 
experienced or inexperienced gardeners alike. 
Perhaps this is something we should think about 
early next year as part of our social calendar? 

 

Contaminated manure…the 

saga continues 
We have reported previously on a problem 

that gardeners across the country were 

experiencing with manure contaminated by the 

herbicide Aminopyralid. Problems arise when 

the herbicide is used on grassland that is fed 

to cattle and horses as hay or silage. The 

chemicals remain in the resultant manure, 

which, if used on gardens, contaminates the 

ground, killing all plant life and persisting in 

the soil for up to a year.  

 

Doug Till has reported that a newspaper 

article highlights this problem is still 

happening, with allotment sites in Scotland 

being affected. Please be aware of this issue 

when you are buying manure and seek a 

guarantee from the supplier that it has not 

originated from contaminated grass. 

 

Odds and ends 
� If you want to enter the scarecrow 

competition, your nursery rhymes 

themed scarecrow needs to be in place 

by 15th August. The winners will be 

announced at the annual show.   

� Please place only compostable materials 

in the communal compost bays. In recent 

weeks, window frames, plastic and 

Japanese knotweed (this wants burning!) 

have all been put into the bays. 

� The City Council’s Produce and Flora 

Show will take place in Tunstall Park on 

Sunday 5th September. If anyone would 

like information about entering the show, 

please contact Derek for more details.  


