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Message from the committee 
We have recently had some information from our Public Liability Insurers regarding 

compensation claims from injuries caused through dangerous paths. If someone has an accident 

on a pathway - through a fall or some other incident - and makes a claim for compensation, the 

insurers will not pay out if they deem the path to be in a dangerous condition. Because of this, 

the committee would like to remind all tenants that they are responsible for ensuring their 

paths are maintained in good condition. Compensation claims can be in thousands of pounds 

therefore it is timely for all of us to look at our paths and indeed any structure on our plots. 

 

General Meeting 
The next general meeting will be on Monday 

28th June, 7.30pm at the Marquis of Granby 

pub in Penkhull. Please come along to find out 

about what’s happening on the allotments at 

the moment, and to have your say. 

 

Be water wise  
We all know that plenty of water is vital to 

encourage healthy plant growth and good 

cropping. But as the warm weather continues, 

we need to be sensible about how much 

watering we do, and try to conserve water 

wherever possible. It’s in all our interests to 

use water wisely, so read on for some tips: 

 

� Connect a water butt to your shed to 

collect rainwater.  

� Try to water in the evening or the early 

morning so that less water is lost 

immediately to evaporation. 

� Aim your watering can or hose at the 

stem bases beneath the foliage canopy, 

leaving the surrounding soil dry. This 

helps to limit weed problems and ensures 

all the water goes where it is needed. 

� A single, thorough watering is more 

effective. Light watering encourages 

surface rather than deep roots, which 

makes plants more susceptible to 

drought.  

� Water your crops only at the time when 

they really need it. Leafy plants such as 

lettuce and spinach should never be 

short of water. Onions require little or 

no watering. Peas, beans and sweet corn 

should be watered when they are in 

flower. Potatoes need watering when 

they are producing their new tubers. It’s 

also a good idea to give a single, thorough 

watering about two weeks before 

harvesting crops.  

� Weed regularly, as weeds use up valuable 

soil moisture reserves. 

 

New committee roles 
After introducing you to the new committee 

last month, let’s find out about the specific 

roles each of them will be taking on:  

 

Derek Bolton is the Chair. He is responsible 

for setting agendas for the general and 

committee meetings, and for chairing these 

meetings. Derek is also the contact for dealing 

with the City Council. Derek can be found on 

plot 51 (top path), tel 413110.  

 

Sue Howie is the Secretary, and her main role 

is to take the minutes of all the meetings. You 
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can find Sue on plot 60 (top path), tel 07919 

154523. 

 

John Peart is our Treasurer. He looks after 

money matters and organises the running of 

the shop. John’s garden is plot 2 (bottom 

path), tel 07768 878427.  

 

Paul Ackroyd is our Site Manager. He is 

responsible for site maintenance, ensuring plot 

holders adhere to the tenancy agreement and 

the letting of vacant plots.  Paul can be found 

on plot 10 (bottom path), email 

the_ackroyds@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

Penny Vickers is Events Organiser. She is 

currently working on arrangements for the 

annual produce show. You can find Penny on 

plot 28 (bottom path), tel 07773 853374 

 

Mandy Phillips is the Social Secretary – a new 

post. Mandy is working with Penny on the show 

as well as arranging other social activities. 

Mandy can be found on plot 47 (top path), tel 

07920 400551.  
 

Scarecrow competition 
We will be running our popular scarecrow 

competition again this year - a chance for plot 

holders to showcase their artistic talent. 

Entries need to have a nursery rhymes theme 

– how about Incy Wincey Spider, Humpty 

Dumpty, or Jack and Jill?  Judging will be on 

15th August, so you need to have your 

scarecrow in place by then. The winners will be 

announced at the annual show.  
 

Slug control 
Slugs are the bane of gardeners’ lives, wiping 

out rows of tender seedlings in a single night. 

But of the 30 species in the UK, only about 7 

cause serious problems for gardeners. The 

main culprits are two small (4-5cm) slugs – the 

dark grey/black Garden Slug and the grey 

Field Slug. Another common slug you might 

find – the Large Black Slug – can grow up to 

15cm long. This one might look like a champion 

plant muncher, but in fact does little damage, 

preferring to feed on decaying vegetation 

rather than living plant matter.   

 

At the May general meeting, some plot holders 

raised concerns about the use of slug pellets, 

which contain poisonous chemicals that are 

hazardous to other wildlife. So how can you 

reduce the impact of slug damage in your 

garden in a more environmentally friendly way? 

Well, the attached article includes 101 (yes, 

that many!) tips for dealing with slugs without 

resorting to slug pellets. Thanks to Mandy for 

supplying the article.   
 

City allotments competition  
The City Council’s Allotments Service is 

organising the annual allotments competition. 

This is about judging the best plots for those 

that enter on each site, and from these, the 

best plot in the city. There is also a category 

for the best newcomer (that is someone who 

has had a plot for 18 months or less).  

 

Certificates are awarded for first, second, 

third, highly commended and commended on 

each site. A new award initiated last year is to 

find the best lady gardener in the city. 

Everyone is then invited to an awards party in 

September. If you would like to enter please 

contact any committee member. The closing 

date for entries is Friday 25th June. 

  

Odds and ends 
� For the safety and security of all plot 

holders, please remember to close the 

padlock and disengage the combination 

every time you enter and leave the 

allotments. The new number is 6521.  

� Please help to keep our allotments tidy 

by taking all your litter home with you.   

� In case you haven’t put the date in your 

diary yet, the annual show is on Saturday 

21st August, at the White Lion pub on 

Honeywall. Please could last year’s show 

winners return their trophies to any 

committee member by 20th July? This 

will allow for all the trophies to be 

engraved before this year’s awards.   


