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Message from the committee 
The new committee was unanimously elected at the AGM to serve the allotments for the coming 

12 months. One task that we will be engaged in is presenting our case to the City Council in 

respect of the forthcoming review of the self-management system. As reported in previous 

newsletters the council’s allotments service is under pressure because of the number of issues 

being raised by self-managed sites who have difficulties in managing their own affairs. Being 

self-managed means that a site deals with all issues independently from the council. We run our 

site efficiently and democratically with no need to involve the council, but some recent events 

have made our case more difficult to prove. We have been approached by the Allotments 

Service to answer issues and complaints they have received in the past four weeks from some of 

our tenants. These include someone who is intent on undermining the committee by reporting 

that we did nothing over the theft of produce that happened eight months ago! This is 

unacceptable - if you have an issue, then talk to the committee direct; all contacts with the 

council are logged and we don’t want to become one of their “problem sites”. An option the 

council is contemplating in their review is for these sites to have some of their rents taken to 

offset the council’s costs. If we do then it would mean higher rents, fewer activities and less 

site maintenance. 

 

General Meeting 
The next general meeting will be on Monday 

24th May, 7.30pm at the Marquis of Granby 

pub in Penkhull. This month’s meeting is a week 

earlier than usual because the last Monday of 

the month is the Bank Holiday. Please come 

along to find out about what’s happening on 

the allotments at the moment, and to have 

your say. 

 

Site security  
When you are expecting deliveries on-site, 

please make sure that you are in attendance, 

and don’t give out the combination lock 

number. Following a number of recent 

incidents where site security has been 

compromised as a result of unauthorised 

entries, the combination lock number for all 

the gates will be changed to 6521 on Tuesday 

1st June. 

The new committee 
The following members make up the new 

committee and they can be contacted as 

follows: 

� John Peart: plot 2, tel 07768 878427 

� Paul Ackroyd: plot 10, email only at 

the_ackroyds@yahoo.co.uk 

� Penny Vickers: plot 28, tel 07773 

853374 

� Mandy Phillips: plot 47, tel 07920 

400551 

� Derek Bolton: plot 51, tel 413110 

� Sue Howie: plot 60, tel 07919 154523 

 

Full details of each member’s responsibilities 

will appear in the next newsletter. 

 

Plant exchange 
If you have found that you’ve been too 

successful with your seeds germinating, and 

you have more plants than you know what to do 
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with, then why not take advantage of our plant 

exchange? Please leave any surplus plants on 

the table by the shop for other plot holders 

to make use of, and help yourself to anything 

else that takes your fancy. Make sure that 

your plants are labelled though, otherwise it’ll 

be a case of pot-luck for the recipient! 

 

Communal compost bins  
Following a message from a plot holder about 

what should be put in the communal compost 

bins, the committee raised the issue at the 

last general meeting. After some discussion it 

was agreed that the following should not be 

put in the communal compost bays: 

 

� Couch grass (twitch) 

� Bindweed 

� Dock 

� Brassica roots 

� Diseased plants 

 

   

 

Dandelions – the yellow peril 
Over the past few weeks, it seems like you’ve 

only got to blink and another dandelion plant 

pops up, with a crop of yellow flowers. But for 

most gardeners the profusion of yellow blooms 

is not a pretty sight, and because of their 

tenacious nature, trying to rid of them is not 

an easy task. Please help to keep the spread of 

dandelions under control, both on your plot and 

your “stretch” of communal path, by cutting 

off any flower heads before the fluffy 

“clocks” develop.  

 

Once you’ve cut off the flowers, you can 

compost them. But make sure you keep the 

compost bin covered as the fluffy seed heads 

could still develop and get spread about by the 

wind. The lightweight seeds have been known 

to travel up to five miles! 

 

Other things you could do with the flowers: 

 

� Make wine – dandelion wine is 

traditionally known as a health tonic; look 

on the internet for recipes. 

� Eat them – the flowers can be pickled or 

deep fried in batter; pick the flowers 

when they’re young and tender, and make 

sure you cut off the entire stem as this 

has a bitter taste. 

� Make a cuppa – infuse the flower heads 

in boiling water for 10 minutes, and then 

add a sweetener.  Dandelion flower tea is 

said to help relieve pain from headaches, 

backaches and stomach cramps. 

 

NB If you decide to give some recipes a try, 

make sure you only use flowers that haven’t 

been sprayed with any chemicals, and give the 

blooms a good wash before use.   

 

Odds and ends 
� From 1st June, plot holders will be able to 

make use of the pigeon loft at the far 

end of the bottom path. A new 

combination lock will be put on the door, 

with the same number as the gate locks - 

6521. The library, which is currently 

housed in the shop, will be moved to the 

pigeon loft, so that it is more easily 

accessible to all.  

� With this month’s newsletter are the 

financial and annual reports which were 

presented at last month’s AGM, and a 

copy of the revised constitution for our 

allotments association. The constitution 

sets out the rules and regulations for 

the association and it has been amended 

to reflect changes to the tenancy 

agreement.  

Broad leaved dock Hedge bindweed 


