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Message from the committee 
This is the last newsletter before our Annual General Meeting, which is being held at the Pigeon 

Loft (along the bottom path on the right at the far end) at 2.00pm on Saturday 23rd April. The 

current committee will stand down en bloc and a new committee will be elected to serve for the 

next twelve months. Attached with this month’s newsletter is the Annual Finance Statement, 

please bring it with you if you attend the AGM. The agenda for the meeting is:  

 

1. Annual report 

2. Finance report 

3. Questions on the two reports 

4. Election of new committee 

5. Open forum 

 

We have enjoyed serving you for the past year although most of us will be up for nomination to 

continue our work. 

 

General Meeting 
The next general meeting will be on Easter 

Bank Holiday Monday – 25th April, 7.30pm at 

the Marquis of Granby pub. Please come along 

to join in with discussions about what’s 

happening on the allotments at the moment.      

 

Site security 
A couple of weeks ago, committee members 

were contacted by the Police stating that they 

had a tip-off that our site was to be targeted 

by a gang. Fortunately nothing has happened to 

date, but the Police have been having regular 

evening and night-time patrols, including a 

strong presence on one Saturday evening. We 

don’t know the exact details of why we are 

being targeted, but it is up to everyone to 

take precautions, such as not keeping valuables 

in sheds and having sheds and other buildings 

as secure as possible. If your plot is on the 

edge of the site could you please check the 

boundary fence to make sure it is secure? 

Also, do not give out the combination to the 

gate locks to anyone other than people who 

regularly help out on your plots (we don’t know 

if the gang in question has access to the code). 

The committee is keeping a database of 

everyone who is entitled to the combination, in 

the main this is the names that appear on the 

tenancy agreements. If anyone else needs to 

access your plot, please let the committee 

know; anyone seen on site who is not on the list 

will be asked to leave. Therefore the 

combination to the gate locks will be changed 

on Sunday 1st May to 4131. 
 

New tenant 
Paul Carr has taken over plot 20 and has done 

an incredible job in clearing the rubbish and 

preparing the ground ready for planting in 

such a short time. Well done Paul. 
 

Allotment Open Day  
At our April general meeting, we will be 

discussing arrangements for the open day on 

Saturday 2nd July, when we will celebrate 150 
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years of gardening on our site. So far, plans 

for the day include guided walks, how to grow 

sessions, refreshments, tastings and sales of 

preserves, cakes and other home-made 

goodies and a children’s treasure hunt. If you 

have ideas for the day, or would like to help 

out in any way, please come along to the April 

meeting, or contact Derek (tel 413110).   

 

Access to other plots  
Trespass onto other plot holders’ allotments 

has not always been enforced in the past. 

However, due to recent events, the committee 

would like to reiterate that anyone seen on 

another gardener’s plot without their 

permission, or touching/removing property 

from another plot is likely to have their 

tenancy terminated. 

 

Crop rotation – the mystery 

explained  
At last month’s general meeting, Doug gave a 

talk on a couple of issues that are at the heart 

of good allotment gardening – crop rotation 

and composting. Crop rotation may seem like a 

mystery to the uninitiated, but the principle 

behind it is simple, and it is based around the 

fact that different groups of crops have 

different soil requirements.  

 

Take brassicas (cabbages, sprouts, broccoli, 

cauliflower and kales) for example. These 

crops should not be grown in acidic soil as this 

encourages a disease called club root. To 

combat this, lime should be added to the 

soil…but adding lime to the part of your plot 

where you’re planning to grow potatoes the 

following year is a no-no, as this would 

encourage scab in your potato crop. So in the 

part of the plot that you’ve limed this year to 

help your brassicas along, you should plant the 

following year with crops that can tolerate the 

lime, such as peas or beans. By grouping the 

majority of the crops you’re likely to grow into 

like-minded families, and growing them 

together, you can keep your plants happy, 

because they will have the correct soil 

conditions. You’ll also be helping to prevent 

pests and diseases that favour particular 

crops from building up in the soil. Each year, 

the different crop groups are grown in their 

own area, and the following year, they are 

grown in a different location so that no crop 

group grows in the same location for two years 

running.  

 

There are no set rules about what crops fit 

into what groups, or even haw many crop 

groups there should be. But as a guide, Doug 

spoke about the following crop rotation 

system: 

 

Crop families 

• Soil manured with dung or compost: peas, 

beans, onions, leeks, lettuces, tomatoes, 

spinach, spinach beet, celery; succession 

crops – carrots, beetroot. 

• Soil with fertilizers: potatoes, carrots, 

beetroot, parsnips, swedes; succession 

crops - onions, spinach, lettuces, cabbages. 

• Soil with fertilizers and lime: cabbages, 

sprouts, cauliflowers, kales, broccoli, seed 

bed for green crops.  

 

 Bed 1 Bed 2 Bed 3 

Yr 

1 

Manured 

with dung 

or compost 

Fertilizers Fertilizers 

and lime 

Yr 

2 

Fertilizers Fertilizers 

and lime 

Manured 

with dung 

or compost 

Yr 

3 

Fertilizers 

and lime 

Manured 

with dung 

or compost 

Fertilizers 

 

Odds and ends 
� Seed potatoes for the potato 

competition can be collected from the 

shop. Three potatoes are available for 

each plot holder who would like to enter 

the competition. You can grow your 

potatoes in any way you wish, and the 

winner of the competition will be the plot 

holder who produces the heaviest 

harvest from the three seed potatoes
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STOP PRESS 
 

Since printing the newsletter I have received the following email from Sue Radcliffe, the City 

Allotment Officer that refers to the government’s review of old legislation. This includes 

allotments, or the statutory duty of local authorities to provide such facilities based on local 

demand. Being a statutory site under current legislation we have a level of protection against 

selling-off the land without going through a lengthy legal process. We don’t know how far this 

review will go but if the statutory status is removed we are vulnerable. Send the government an 

email, contact you MP or anyone else, tell them what you think, why allotments are important etc. 

 

Derek 

 

 
Hi All, 
This is a very important consultation for anyone who is involved in Allotments. Please take the 
time to read the information and make your opinions heard by responding to the consultation by 
the 25th April. 
  
One of the things the Government wants to look at is whether to remove the statutory duty of 
Local Authorities (at this stage it says Parish and District councils but it may be extended to all 
Councils) to provide allotments. As most of you will know - that statutory duty is the only reason 
many sites actually still exist or new ones have been developed. Some people think that this 
duty underpins the protection most allotment sites have had for over 100 years and that once 
lost - sites will be at risk. 
  
Please follow this link to the CLG website and read about what the government want to consult 
on. If you look at the document they provide - the part about allotments is on row 137 in the list 
  
http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/tacklingburdens/reviewstatutoryduties/ 
  
To date we have identified 1,294 statutory duties that central government currently places on 
local authorities, the majority of which arise from primary legislation - We are inviting you to 
comment on the duties and to challenge government on those which you feel are burdensome 
or no longer needed. We are interested to hear your views on: What duties are vital to keep? 
What duties should be repealed? 

Please let the Government know your views by emailing them 
at burdens@communities.gsi.gov.uk. Please also forward this email to anyone else you think 
might wish to have the chance to comment. 

warmest regards 

Sue 

Sue Radcliffe | Allotments Officer 

 

 


