
 

 
 

Changes to Allotment Licences 
At the last meeting, Doug gave an update on a 
number of potential changes that may be 
brought in by the City Council that will affect 
self managed sites like ours. It seems that the 
Council rather likes the self management 
model and is ultimately looking to convert all 
sites to self management. The Council is also 
tightening up their relationship with those sites 
currently under self management (like us) but, 
in return, is looking to provide extended site 
licences. Whilst it will mean more work for the 
committee, this is potentially good news for 
the site, as it will help to ensure that we 
continue to flourish over the long term. 
 
Importantly, it seems that the Council are 
going to be looking for individual sites to look 
to the future and prepare a 5 year 
development plan, including funding proposals 
to cover any proposed improvements to the 
site. 
 
The great news for our site, as you will be 
aware from the last newsletter, is that we 
have already begun looking at long term 
development proposals and your committee 
has already started work on a formal 
development and funding plan. 
 
 
 

 
The possible bad news is that the City Council may 
be looking to charge Allotment Associations like 
ours a ground rent. You may be aware that our 
site is funded entirely from annual members’ plot 
fees and fundraising events throughout the year. 
However, to date, we have not had to pay ground 
rents to the Council and this has allowed us to 
keep our plot fees at a very low level. 
 
In the current economic climate, it is perhaps not 
surprising that the Council are looking at options to 
recover some costs but rest assured that your 
committee will continue to work hard to ensure 
that any changes to our current agreement with 
the Council are made with the best interests of the 
long term future of our site in mind. 
 
Any comments on the Council proposals are 
welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The shop is open 

during the weekend 
from 10-12 Saturday 

and Sunday. Thanks 
to Gareth and Gordon 

for manning the till. 
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Next General Meeting 
The date of the next General Meeting will be 
Monday 2nd April and will be at 7.30pm at 
Grey’s Corner Pub. 

 

Bees   
A number of people have 
expressed a keen interest in 
beehives on the allotments. 
Although the community building came highest 
in our plot holder vote. Bees are still very 
much a possibility for the site once we have 
looked into how they can be kept safely and 
how they can be properly cared for. Watch this 
space! 
 

Annual Show 
The 2012 Annual Show will be held, as usual, 
at the White Lion pub on Honeywall.  The date 
of this year’s event is Saturday 25th August. 
 
A number of you have already come forward 
to express an interest in helping out, thank 
you!  If you haven’t come forward already and 
would like to help organise the show, set up / 
take down on the weekend, or get involved on 
the day, please let the committee know as 
soon as possible. 
 
Hopefully, we can make the 2012 show the 
biggest yet (so get growing!!!) 

 
Open Day / Summer Celebrations 
2012 is a momentous year for Britain and will 
almost certainly be a once in a lifetime 
summer of non-stop celebration and sport. 
 
The Diamond Jubilee takes place in early June, 
Euro 2012 in late June to July, the Olympic 
Games in July and August and the Paralympic 
Games through until September! 
 
Our 2011 summer open day was a great 
success and was widely enjoyed by both plot 
holders and the community. To celebrate the 
summer fun (who needs an excuse??), it is 
currently proposed that we do at least hold 
another open day in late July (21st). 
 
How about a plot holders’ BBQ summer party 
in the Olympic theme? 

 
If you have any great ideas for summer fun or 
would like to get involved, the committee would be 
grateful to hear from you. 

 

Things to Do 
Hopefully you have all finished clearing away the 
remnants of 2011 and are well on with planting 
out your 2012 crop! 
 
If not, don’t panic, this is a good time to sow most 
of the things we all grow: 
 
Beetroot, Peas, Broad Beans, Cabbage, Leeks, 
Salad crops and, if you must, sprouts! 
 
For the chilli growers amongst us, now is a good 
time to get your seedlings potted up and moved to 
the greenhouse (not too late to sow into a 
propagator…. But hurry up, as most chilli varieties 
take a long time to fruit!) 
 
Sow in Heat (Greenhouse or Windowsill) 
Aubergine, Celery, Outdoor Cucumbers, Tomatoes 
(if you've not already done so). 
 
A good tip in a windowsill is to stick some silver 
cooking foil onto cardboard and place on the inside 
to reflect light back onto the seedlings. This will 
help prevent them becoming leggy. 
 
Sow Outdoors Under Cloche 
French beans, Lettuce, Sweetcorn. 
 
For those of you that like a good bit of hoe-action 
(ahem), do remember that weeds are getting in to 
top gear at this time of year. Don't forget, a sharp 
hoe is the best friend a gardener can have. Just 
slide it back and forth slightly below the surface of 
the soil and you'll stop the weed seedlings in their 
tracks. Hoeing is also good in the event of drought 
as the disturbed soil surface stops the water being 
sucked to the surface by capillary action and 
evaporating in dry winds. 
 

Events 
Bored? Why not check out these local events….. 
 
RSPB Weekend @ Trentham Gardens (6/4-9/4). 
Easter Steaming Weekend @ Etruria Industrial 
Museum (7/4-8/4). 
 


