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Message from the committee 
An important part of being a successful self-managed site is in plot holders pulling together to keep our 

site in a good state of maintenance. An example of this was a recent work party when several volunteers 

turned up and undertook many jobs in cleaning up certain areas, including the wildlife area. We would like 

to thank everyone who attended and to thank two individuals in particular, Carl and Dawn Humphries. They 

worked together in tackling the “jungle” in the wildlife area, cleared an amazing amount of bramble and 

carried on when everyone else had packed up and gone home. We intend having a programme of work 

parties throughout the winter. Paul – our Site Manager - will be advertising these in the newsletter. If 

you are unable to commit yourself to one of these dates but would like to “do your bit” then contact Paul 

and he will let you know which tasks need doing. 

 

Finally we would like to welcome Helen Newman to the committee: she has joined us as secretary. 

 

General Meeting 
There will not be a general meeting in November. 

Instead we will be having a Christmas party on 

Monday 6th December, 7.30pm at the Marquis of 

Granby pub. Join us to celebrate the festive 

season; we hope to see you there. 

 

Bonfires  
Our bonfire party at the beginning of November 

was a great success, due in no small part to the 

efforts of Mandy, Paul and others in providing 

delicious food and creating a spectacular fire.  

 

Many of us will continue to have the odd bonfire 

over the winter as we tidy up our plots. If you do 

so, please be considerate and follow our bonfire 

code:  

 

� Warn neighbouring plot holders before you 

have a bonfire. People with health problems 

such as asthma, heart conditions and bronchitis 

are especially vulnerable to smoke.   

� Only burn dry material. Waste that is damp or 

green produces smoke. 

� Never burn household waste or anything 

containing plastic, foam or rubber. Burning 

these materials creates noxious fumes that 

give off a range of poisonous compounds. 

� Keep your fire away from trees, fences and 

buildings. 

� Avoid lighting a bonfire in unsuitable weather 

conditions. Smoke hangs in the air on damp, still 

days. If it’s too windy, smoke blows into 

neighbours’ gardens and beyond.  

� Never use oil, petrol or methylated spirits to 

light a fire.  

� Never leave a bonfire unattended or leave it to 

smoulder – please put it out before you leave 

your allotment. 

 

Wildlife on the allotments   
Derek Bolton writes…September and October have 

been really exciting for the bird life on and around 

the allotments. Unusual sightings include nuthatch 

(up to three at a time), brambling, treecreeper, 

sparrowhawk on a regular basis and large flocks of 

long-tailed tits. In October Margaret and I were 

working on our plot when we first heard and then 

saw, in an apple tree, a jay. Watching for birds 

flying overhead can be equally exciting, herons and 

buzzards are often observed but the best sighting 

was Margaret’s record of a red kite flying over the 

park. 

 

Reminders 
� The water supply will be turned off for the 

winter on Sunday 28th November. 

� As we have done for the past few years, we 

will be arranging a bulk potato order. Details 

can be found on the over the page.  


