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Clyde Cottage Nursery Managers Report May 2022 

 

August 2021 

 

We welcomed our new children and all families back from the summer 

holidays. 

The nursery looked and felt different for the returning children and 

families as we were able to open up the nursery spaces to all children and 

staff and to start working jointly as a partnership nursery, all children and 

staff working together. Unfortunately, we were still not allowed to permit 

parents into the nursery. 

Our August Inservice days provided opportunity for staff training on child 

protection, infection control and PECS (Picture Exchange Communication 

System) and how to share and receive information with our families during 

the pandemic. 

 

In August we welcomed two new members of staff to our team: Sabrina 

Ayachi and Cara Blythe both of whom are working in the Little Tikes room. 

Susan Mc Gunnigal and Lauren O’Loughlin both left the Little Tikes in July 

and have now taken up new posts in Clyde Cottage Local Authority. 

It was also really nice to welcome students back to the nursery: Ashley 

Reynolds, Holly Mackay, Emily Ford and Emma Peden. 

 

September 2021 

 

Started off with us having to close the nursery for the second time due 

to a confirmed case of covid. Luckily it was a short closure and cases 

remained low. 

The children started the term learning about “Being Me in Autumn” 

They were learning to share their experiences and feelings, learning to 

express them and to name them and to deal with them. They were also 

learning about the importance of friendships and how to be a good friend, 

learning what it means to care and to share. 

They were learning about seasons, to describe them and their order and 

events associated with them e.g., Halloween, Guy Fawkes, Christmas. 
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They were also learning the names and the sequence of the days of the 

week as well as the daily pattern of daylight and darkness and the routines 

associated to the times of the days. 

Staff and children continued to work with the Developmental Milestones 

and SHANARRI indicators. During this theme we looked at Nurture. 

Staff had made observations against our wellbeing tracker on all our 

children on how well they were doing post Covid and as they continue to 

live with Covid 

 

From these observations, staff and parent feedback, we were really 

pleased with the well-being of our children, how resilient they have been 

and how quickly they adapted back into nursery life as well as taken on 

board the new nursery rules and layout of the nursery. 

  

October 2021 

 

We continued on with our learning of the seasons watching the leaves 

change colour and the days grow shorter. 

During the October break some of our children took part in active school 

balance bike sessions these were thoroughly enjoyed by all and the 

children’s gross motor skills and balance vastly improved.  

Active schools kindly left the bikes for 

another week to allow the term time children 

to have sessions with their keyworkers, again 

thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

The children and staff then got ready for 

Halloween. The children enjoyed exploring 

the” Clyde Cottage pumpkin patch”  

There was a lot to explore and to be curious 

about, pumpkins of different colour, acorns and pine cones of various sizes. 

There was lots of discussion: 

“where do pumpkins grow?” “how do they grow?” “What do they look like 

inside?” “what do they taste like?” 

They were able to compare size, shape, weight and colour. 

At the end of October, the children and staff dressed up for our annual 

Halloween party and enjoyed party games and dooking for apples.  

 

November 2021 

 

The children moved on from learning about autumn to learning about 

winter. Learning about weather, day and night, how routines and events in 
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the world link with times and seasons their orders and events associated 

with them such as Guy Fawkes, St. Andrew’s Day and Diwali as well as 

Children in Need and Book club week. 

The children learned about the importance of celebrations, festivals and 

customs in people’s lives as they took part in activities for Guy Fawkes, St. 

Andrew’s and Diwali. 

As the days grew shorter and the nights darker the children were learning 

about the vastness of the sky and to recognize the sun, the moon and the 

stars and to recognize shapes in the world around them. 

The children were also learning about Scotland and their place in the world 

as they learned about the story of St. Andrew and celebrated by making 

flags and having a Scottish themed day and ceilidh in the Queens Hall. 

The children also got some fitness sessions, book club session and soft play 

session while there. (This day out of nursery allowed some internal repairs 

to get done. 

To help support and develop the children’s literacy skills the children 

learned new Scottish poems, rhymes and songs and were able to 

confidently recite them. 

We also remembered our heroes of yesterday and celebrated 

Remembrance Day.  

 

Children in Need 

 

Staff and children dressed up for Children in Need and raised over 

£55.00. A huge Thank You to all. 

 

As we were planning for November and December there was quite a lot of 

learning opportunities and experiences that we could cover in this period. 

The winter allowed the children to use their senses to explore the world 

around them, so this was a good opportunity to teach the children to 

identify their 5 senses and to learn which parts of their body they use for 

seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting and feeling. 

They were also learning that some foods are seasonal and were able to 

taste different foods. tangerines, haggis, turnip, shortbread, mince pies 

and turkey 
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December 2021 

 

All children learned about Christmas and Christmas around the world.  

They were learning about sharing experiences and feelings. They were also 

learning to take part in a variety of singing games, rhymes and songs as 

well as learning that being active keeps them healthy and can be fun. 

The children wrote letters to Father Christmas and went to the post 

office to send them on their journey to the North Pole. They made dazzling 

decorations and gifts to take home. 

They learned about the importance of caring for others. Developing an 

understanding of what is fair and unfair and the importance of caring for 

and sharing with others and how to support others at this time of year.  

The children were involved in lots of fundraising activities such as Children 

in Need and Comic Relief. 

The management committee had organized Christmas 

Hampers as a fundraiser. The children and their 

families donated prizes for adult and children 

hampers, they all looked fabulous and 25 lucky winners 

benefited from some lovely prizes raising an amazing 

£600 for nursery funds. 

Our aim is to develop the children’s awareness of the 

importance of respecting each other and being 

responsible citizens.  

The children enjoyed and took part in their own 

Christmas parties and luckily Father Christmas was 

exempt from Covid restrictions and made his annual 

visit.  

Children and staff also took part in national 

Christmas jumper day which was a fun filled day. 

Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions we were 

unable to hold a Christmas concert, but we were able 

to sing outside and send a Christmas song through 

Seesaw. 

Some children also got an opportunity to sing outside the Co-op. 

 
January 2022 

 

The Nursery re-opened on the 6th January and Covid was still playing 

havoc…. some staff were having to isolate due to being close contacts 
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We welcomed everyone back from the Christmas break and continued our 

learning about winter. 

This time with a focus on Robert Burns.  

The children were learning to explore 

and play with the patterns and sounds of 

language. 

Learning about the weather and being 

able to relate the weather to different 

seasons. 

They were learning to explore patterns 

in their environment and learning to keep 

themselves and others safe through risk 

assessing different situations. 

 

 

February-March 2022 

 

February was heart month so our topic for learning was “Happy hearts” 

We wanted the children to learn about our hearts, how they work and how 

they make us feel by using technologies and other learning materials. 

The children were also celebrating Valentine’s Day, World Book Day and 

Mother’s Day. 

Throughout this topic the children were developing their understanding of 

the human body and using this knowledge to maintain and improve their 

health and well-being. 

They were learning that being active is a healthy way to be …. hence the 

reason for the children taking part in the “Crazy Course Challenge” 

 The Challenge was 

to raise funds to buy 

a heart defibrillator 

we were over 

whelmed from the 

support of our 

families raising a 

staggering £2200. 

The children were 

also developing an awareness of money, how it is used and were also learning 

to recognize a variety of coins. Again, this fundraiser was a good 

opportunity to discuss how the money that they had collected had been 

spent. 
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The children enjoyed exploring characters in stories and other texts and 

they enjoyed inventing their own stories. 

The children celebrated World Book Day by dressing up as their favourite 

character and bringing a book from home to share with their group. 

 

Buddy Groups 

 

All school leavers were grouped to their school, the buddy group allows the 

children to buddy up with the other children going to their school to 

support friendships and transitions. 

 

Comic Relief March 2022 

 

All staff and children wore red and painted their noses red for a donation 

to Comic relief. 

Raising £44.00, thank you to all who supported this cause. 

 

Mother’s Day 27th March was a good opportunity to get some planting 

done – some lucky mums received some seeds of love and lovely plants.   

 

March also brought about our 3rd closure due to Covid. Unfortunately, due 

to the number of cases amongst the staff team, it wasn’t safe for us to 

operate. 

We were closed from 28th March - 4thApril, which then led onto our spring 

break for the children and staff on term -time. 

 

April 2022 

 

Easter was celebrated at the beginning of April and we all enjoyed Good 

Friday and Easter Monday holiday. 

 

April - May 2022 

 

All children and staff were back on the 19th April and ready to start 

learning about Spring and getting ready for school. 

They were learning about representing their class and/wider community 

encouraging self-worth and confidence allowing them to contribute and to 

participate in society. 

Learning about how friendships are formed and that likes, dislikes, special 

qualities and needs can influence relationships. 
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As the days grew longer and warmer the children were learning about 

where living things come from, what they need to grow and develop, 

learning about plants and naming their basic parts and being able to talk 

confidently about what they need to grow and how to look after them. 

Most children had the opportunity to do some planting. There has been a 

wide variety of plants, fruit and vegetables planted. We are hoping for a 

healthy crop. 

As part of our 

school transition 

programme   

“Somewhere over 

the Rainbow” the 

children have been 

able to plant a 

rainbow and to eat a rainbow of fresh fruit and vegetables: Tasting fruits 

and vegetables the colour of the rainbow and learning how to keep healthy. 

In preparation for the school leavers Graduation and the Queen’s Jubilee 

celebrations the children have been learning to use their voice, musical 

instruments and music technology and have been discovering and enjoying 

playing with sounds and rhythm. They have also enjoyed making musical 

instruments from a variety of recycled materials.  

 

Transitions 

 

With the restrictions now lifted we were able to restart our face-to-face 

transitions and visits to our receiving primary schools and we have had 

some of the teachers visit us within the nursery with more planned for 

June, enabling staff the opportunity to pass on important information. 

The children have enjoyed learning about their new schools and meeting 

their teachers. 

In our construction area we have created a classroom setting, providing 

school uniforms, desks, writing materials and lots of resources to help 

develop their skills, confidence, play and learning as they head to school. 

The children have enjoyed exploring interesting materials for writing and 

different ways of recording experiences and feelings, ideas and 

information. They have had fun creating a range of symmetrical pictures 

and patterns again using a wide range of materials. 
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Leavers Trips 

 

The school leavers 

enjoyed their trip to the 

Sea -life Centre which 

took place on Tuesday 

24th May 22.  

 

 

Inservice 

 

The nursery will be closed for ALL children on Friday 27th May 2022 and 

re -open for ALL children Monday 30th May 2022 

 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations 

 

We are having a tea party on the week beginning 30th May to celebrate 

this National event. Invites should have been received. 

 

Platinum Jubilee Nursery Closures 

 

The nursery will be closed for ALL CHILDREN on Friday 3rd June 2022 

The nursery will be closed for 38-week children ONLY on Thursday 2nd 

June 2022. 

 

Parents evening  

 

We will be having face to face parents evening for all parents wanting to 

see their childrens keyworker on June 9th. 

 

Graduation 

 

We are delighted to be having our school leavers graduation with our 

parents this year. We are looking forward to welcoming you on Thursday 

23rd June, more details will follow. 

 

Sports Day 

 

We are planning to have a Sports Day on Tuesday 28th June 2022 
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Reminders 

 

End of term 38 weeks children will finish up on 1 July 2022 

End of term 48 weeks children will finish up on 22 July 2022 

 

The Nursery will be closed for ALL children from Monday 25th July 2022 

to Friday 29th July 2022 

 

The nursery will re-open Monday 1st August 2022 for 48-week provision 

children and Monday 15th August for 38-week children. 

  

PATHS and Developmental Milestones and Wellbeing indicators 

 

Throughout the year running alongside our topics, we have been working 

through our PATHS programme (Promoting Alternative Thinking 

Strategies). 

 

Lessons have covered various emotions, rules, turn taking, compliments and 

the “turtle helper”. 

 

We have also been planning using the wellbeing 

indicators of 

Safe, Healthy, Achieving, Nurtured, Active, 

Respected, Responsible and Included (SHANARRI)  

And developing:  

 

• Social and emotional 

• Cognitive 

• Speech and language 

• Gross motor skills 

• Fine motor skills (Developmental milestones) 

 

If you have not received your copy of the parent’s 

developmental milestones handbook you can pick up a 

copy from our leaflet dispensers. 

 

Staff Achievements and Nursery Developments and Improvements 

 

As well as saying Goodbye to Lauren and Susan in the summer we were very 

sad to say Goodbye to Emma Johnson as she left the nursery in November 

to go down south. We wish Emma continued success and happiness. 
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Unfortunately, we were unable to fill Emma’s position due to no candidates 

applying for the position. The children were very well looked after by 

Jacqui and Susan Peter. 

Due to long term sickness and absence Jack Bryson is no longer with us at 

Clyde Cottage. We wish him well and continued recovery to full health and 

hopefully one day to welcome him back to the staff team. Shelby Stuart 

has been looking after Jack’s group and has now successfully been 

recruited to the staff team. We would like to take this opportunity to 

officially welcome Shelby to the staff team. 

We also have Gabriella Montgomery, Emma Peden and Emily Ford on the 

bank staff and helping to cover staff absences and holidays. 

 

Our biggest achievement this year has to be bringing the two staff teams 

and all the children back together again after nearly two years. It has been 

lovely to be back as Clyde Cottage Nursery working seamlessly and in 

partnership with Clyde Cottage Local Authority. 

Staff and children have all benefitted from the vast wealth of knowledge, 

skills and experiences that a joint staff team can bring. 

We are looking forward to planning future developments in the next term 

to include working in partnership with our local community and our parents 

now that Covid restrictions have been lifted. 

 

I am sure you will all be aware that the upgrading of our outside walls, 

brick work did start last year and did go on just a little bit longer than 

expected, 10 months longer! We are delighted that we have new brickwork, 

our car park back and most importantly of all our outdoor space back. All 

of this has proved to be quite disruptive and challenging for us all, children, 

staff and parents. 

We would like to thank you for your understanding, patience and co 

operation during those difficult times. 

We have also had our outside gates replaced and the look great. 

We would also like to thank Gordon Tyre for putting up the Little Tikes 

dome it looks great and has provided some shelter as well as exciting 

learning opportunities. 

We are hoping to have the second dome in place in The Busy Bee Garden 

sometime this year. 
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Staff Training /Development 

 

Staff have been very busy taking part in various virtual training courses 

as well as some face-to-face training throughout the year as well as In-

service days. 

 

They have accessed training in First Aid, Leuven scale training, Self-

evaluation, Self-Regulation, Schematic training, Realising the ambition, 

curriculum cafes, 3 assets training and many, many, more. We are very 

excited to see this training in action and look forward to the benefits and 

positive impact on children’s’ learning. 

 

1140 Hours  

 

We will continue to offer 1140 hours. 

 

From August 2021 lunch was free for all qualifying funded 2–5-year old’s 

 

 Clyde Cottage Nursery Voluntary Sector 1140 funded hours: 

• 23.75 hours per week over 48 weeks 

• 4 hours and 45 minutes per session 

• Morning sessions 8:00am to 12:45pm 

• Afternoon sessions 12:45 to 5:30pm 

• Various models of full day provision. 

• Opening hours will be from 8:00am to 5:30 

• 30 hours per week over 38 weeks 8:45-2:45 

 

The children have enjoyed their extra time in nursery it has certainly given 

them more opportunities for uninterrupted play and to spend more time 

outdoors. For some it has been a new experience having lunch at nursery. 

They have enjoyed eating and socializing with their friends and tasting 

foods that have been new to them. 

 

Improvements and Future plans 

 

The gardens continue to need tender loving care and maintenance. The 

building work, poor weather and heavy use has had its toll on the garden. 

As a staff team we are continuing to develop our outdoor areas with the 

support of families and the community. 

As previously mentioned, we are planning to put our second dome in the 

Busy Bee Garden. 



12 | P a g e  

 

Clyde Cottage Day Nursery is a Registered Charity with Registration Number SC010470 

We are also continually attending outdoor training and seminars to ensure 

our outdoor classroom meets the needs of the children. 

Please see our quality improvement plan summary for our priorities for 

session 2021/2022 

 

Staff 

 

Staff will continue to update their training and knowledge ensuring that 

they have the skills and knowledge to prepare children for life in the 21st 

century and that we have a learning environment for lifelong learning and 

an establishment that strives towards excellence. 

 

Staff will be guided by and supported by ‘Building the Ambition’ (National 

Practice Guidance on ELCC) and the latest guidance issued by Scottish 

Government “Realising the Ambition, Being Me” and ‘Our Children Their 

Future’ (the education vision strategy) to ensure that children at Clyde 

Cottage experience a holistic and seamless learning journey. 

 

Thank you 

 

I would like to thank all committee members for their continued support, 

time and hard work. 

Thanks to the committee members who resign tonight – John Neary, Gayle 

Gray, Lucy Hurrel, Yetunde Dare & Rona McGillivray our chairperson 

And a huge thank you to all staff - catering, clerical and all the staff on 

the floor, for their continued support, enthusiasm, dedication, really hard 

work and commitment, you are Clyde Cottage! 

Thank you and here’s to another fun filled, exciting and challenging year 

ahead. 

 


