
 

 

CREATON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
10TH MARCH 2020 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
Chairman: Councillor James Hill 

Clerk: Katrina Jones, 77 High Street, Naseby, Northants NN6 6DD, Tel 01604-740862  

Email: creatonpc@gmail.com 

Draft Minutes of the Creaton Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Tuesday 10th March 2020 

in the Village Hall, Teeton Lane, Creaton at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Cllrs James Hill (Chairman), Sylvia Winter (Vice-Chairman), Michelle Aveyard, Maxene 
Atkinson, Anna Hughes, Christopher Reading and Susan Leggett. 
 
In attendance: Katrina Jones (Clerk), Kevin Parker (District Councillor) and six members of the public. 
 
 
148. Apologies for Absence:  Cllr Geoff White. 
 
149. To Confirm Minutes of Meetings:  It was RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the Parish 

Council Meetings held on 14th January 2020 and 13th February 2020  as a true and accurate 
record and they were duly signed by the Chairman.   

 
150. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Hughes in item 157 and Cllr Leggett in item 166.  
 
151. Public Forum:  The developer in respect of the Teeton Lane planning application (item 167) 

was present and answered questions from councillors and five local residents who were 
present.  

 
 A member of the public also raised the issue of the village shop sign obstructing the view of 

turning cars. The Chairman, Cllr Hill, agreed to raise this with the shop’s management 
committee.  

   
152. To Receive Mowing Tenders and Agree Which Contractor to Award Mowing Contract to: It 

was RESOLVED to award the mowing contract for the closed churchyard and the burial 
ground to Stephen Hartwell. It was RESOLVED to award the mowing contract for the Green 
and the verges to R & G.  

 
153. To Agree Which Areas are to be Mowed by the Mowing Contractor: It was RESOLVED to 

approve the mowing plan as amended by the Chairman, Cllr Hill.  
 
154. To Agree to Proceed with Risk Assessment of Churchyard and Approve Signing of 

Necessary Paperwork: It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the practice directions 
provided by the Solicitor for the Diocese to allow a risk assessment to be carried out without 
the need to apply for a Faculty.  

 
155. To Agree Any Action Regarding Wall on Violet Lane: It was RESOLVED to request that this 

be included in the risk assessment of the churchyard.  
 
156. To Discuss the use of Weedkiller on Graves and Elsewhere in the Village and Agree any 

Action: It was RESOLVED not to take any action and noted that weed-killer was used in areas 



 

 

of the village due to complaints about stinging nettles along footpaths. It was also noted that 
the contractor who had been awarded the mowing contract for the churchyard will not be 
using weed- killer.  

 
157. To Agree Any Action regarding Broken Fence Bordering Closed Churchyard:  It was 

RESOLVED that the Clerk would write to the resident who owns the broken wooden fence 
regarding this and the lime trees in the churchyard which they would like to have pollarded.  
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would ask R & G if they would pay for the broken fence, for 
which a quote had been received.  

 
158. To Consider Proposal to Tidy Graves Ahead of VE Day and Agree Any Action:  It was 

RESOLVED not to carry out any tidying of the graves as a Faculty would be needed.  
 
159. To Receive Update and Agree Action Regarding Former Clerk’s Pension: It was noted that a  
 letter had been sent to the pension fund requesting further information.   
 
160.  To Further Consider Purchase of a Bench To Mark VE Day and Agree Any Action:  It was  
 RESOLVED that the proposed bench with a plaque would be purchased once permission as  
 to the location and design had been gained from Northamptonshire Highways.  
 
161. To Agree Any Action Regarding Purchase of Speed Display Signs and Related Grant  
 Application: It was RESOLVED that Cllr Reading would confirm two suitable quotes for the  
 Clerk to submit as part of the grant application.  
 
162.  To Note Correspondence Regarding the Bus Service:  It was noted that the bus service was  
 continuing and that the amount of each parish council’s contribution had not been agreed. It  
 was RESOLVED that the Clerk would seek confirmation of the amount payable.  
 
163. To Receive Update on Parish Noticeboard Repair: Cllr Reading provided an update on the  
 noticeboard which is expected to be completed within a month.  
 
164. To Agree Contents of Village Link Article: It was agreed that the Clerk would include items  
 on dog fouling, the noticeboard, exercise classes, tesco grant update and information about  
 the conservation area consultation.   
 
165. To Note Action Regarding Tesco Funding Report: Cllr Aveyard provided an update and Cllr 

Reading agreed to provide a photograph of volunteers using the litter picking equipment to 
include in the report.  

 
166.  To Agree Any Action Regarding Damage to The Green:  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk 

would write to the developer requesting that they repair damage to the Green caused by 
delivery vehicles and clear the gulley which has been blocked due to spilt gravel, as well 
advising them that there should be a drain to catch water coming off the site to prevent 
issues with flooding affecting properties by the Green.  

 
167. Planning Matters: 
a. DA/2018/1129 (Amended): The demolition of existing buildings.  Construction of 18 

dwellings, associated access, landscaping, parking and other associated infrastructure: 
Land Off Teeton Lane (To The South Of Berkeley House), Creaton, Northamptonshire: It 
was RESOLVED to continue to support this planning application, as amended, and to raise 
residents’ concerns with the planning officer concerning the footpath and of potential 
structural damage which could be caused to the cottages on Teeton lane.  

 



 

 

168. Finance  
 
Bank Balance on Bank Statement as at  28th February 2020:   
 
Business Reserve Account     46,574.44 
Current Account              200.00 
        46,774.44 
Includes: 
CIL Money (Restrictions on Expenditure)   5627.29 
 
a.  Receipts                                                                                             £ 

i. Interest (28.03.20) 7.22 

       
b.  Payments for Approval:                                                                          £ 

i. Katrina Jones (Clerk salary and home use payment 
January and  February 2020, paid by standing order ) 

476.03 & 
476.03 

ii. Eon for balance remaining on previous invoice 36.00 

iii. Information Commissioner for data protection fee 
renewal 

40.00 

iv. Creaton Village Hall  120.00 

v. Katrina Jones for 5% of burial transactions  26.70 

vi. Tom Hughes (Welford Tree and Land) for work in the 
churchyard.  

2100.00 

It was RESOLVED to approve all of the above payments. 
 
c. To Approve Bank Reconciliation and Receive List of Payments and Receipts:  It was RESOLVED to 
approve the bank reconciliation and list of payments and receipts up to 28th February 2020. 
 
169. To Agree To Apply for Online Banking and Approve Payment of the Clerk’s Salary by BACS 

to comply with HMRC Requirements Advised by Payroll Provider and Cancel Existing 
Standing Order: Cllr Aveyard advised that online banking was not necessary and reported on 
the Clerk’s appraisal. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would move up one point on the 
payscale effective from 1st April 2020 and the standing order would be amended accordingly. 
It was also RESOLVED that the Parish Council would purchase a laptop. It was agreed that 
the Clerk would provide a timeline for completing the CiLCA qualification and provide 
holiday dates.   

 
170. To Agree that in response to the Covid-19 outbreak in the UK and in the event that it is not 

possible to convene a meeting of the council in a reasonable time, the Clerk shall have 
delegated authority to make decisions on behalf of the council where such decision cannot 
reasonably be deferred and must be made in order to comply with a commercial or 
statutory deadline: It was RESOLVED that in response to the Covid-19 outbreak in the UK 
and in the event that it is not possible to convene a meeting of the council in a reasonable 
time, the Clerk, the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman, shall have delegated authority to make 
decisions on behalf of the council where such decision cannot reasonably be deferred and 
must be made in order to comply with a commercial or statutory deadline. The delegation 
does not extend to matters expressly reserved to the council in legislation or in its Standing 
Orders or Financial Regulations. Any decisions made under this delegation must be recorded 
in writing and must be published in accordance with the relevant regulations. This delegated 
authority ceases upon the first meeting of the council after the council meeting at which the 
delegation was put in place. It was agreed that the Clerk, Chairman or Vice-Chairman would 
endeavour to obtain a majority response by email before making any decisions on behalf of 
the council.  



 

 

 
171. AOB (Points of Information)  
a. Cllr Hughes raised the issue of the bench on the Green needing to be repaired and Cllr 

Leggett offered to sand and paint it.  
b. It was noted that an email from a resident had been received asking if they could mark their 

mother’s grave and it was agreed that the Clerk would respond that there was no objection 
as long as it was not a health and safety issue.  

 
172. To Note Next Meeting: Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday 12th May 2020  at 7pm and Annual 

Creaton Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 12th May 2020 at 7.30pm at Creaton Village 
Hall, Teeton Lane, Creaton. Noted.  

 
Meeting closed at 9.47pm.  


