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CATTLE STUN PEN

(HIGHLAND PATTERN)
INSTALLATION / OPERATION / SAFETY / MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS
INSTALLATION:

· the pen and accompanying race should be set into pre-formed pockets in the concrete floor, carefully levelled both ways and concreted into position

· before finally setting in the concrete, ensure that all doors and side wings fully open and close correctly and easily

· the stun pen floor should be formed in Grade 40 concrete by use of timber formers, which should be removed after partial setting.  A non-slip finish should apply to the floor

· a ramp preferably not exceeding one in twenty-five formed in concrete should be formed in the race way up to the level of the pen step immediately below the bottom of the pen entrance door.  The surface of the ramp should be heavily cross-tamped to afford foot grip

· allow a minimum of six days for hardening of the concrete after laying before using the pen and raceway

· the pneumatic system is designed to operate from a 150 psi (10 bar) supply and should be connected to the main supply utilising a minimum ½” bore steel or nylon flexible pipe with an isolation valve prior to the filter/regulator

· the regulator should be set at 125 psi (8.6 bar) sufficient to raise the side ejection door of the pen
· all pneumatic piping must be properly secured and routed in such a manner that it cannot be damaged by cattle in the pen and race way

· a controlled opening and closing of the ejection door can be achieved by setting of the restrictor valve; the setting should be such to afford a smooth, controlled and not rapid opening and closing of the door

· after final erection, piping up and testing, all hinge pins should be lubricated with a medium grade lubricating oil and the lubrication canister (where fitted) to the filter/regulator assembly filled with a low viscosity lubricating oil

OPERATION:
· the stunning pen should not be utilised until the air supply valve has been turned on and the air pressure registering a minimum of 125 psi (8.6 bar) on the pressure gauge: lack of air pressure to the door operating cylinders could give rise to the door being forced open by a fractious beast held in the pen awaiting stunning

· the side wings of the pen and race should be set in the wide position for large horned cattle and in the vertical upright position for all other cattle.  Failure to set the wings in the suitable position before use can lead to wide horned cattle getting stuck in the race and hornless/small horned cattle attempting to turn around in the race way

· should any cattle turn around in the race way, they should be permitted to return to the lairage holding pen pending re-droving into the stun pen

· stock should not be driven or permitted entrance into the stun pen until required for immediate stunning and slaughter

· only one beast should be held in the pen at any one time

· the rear entrance door of the pen must be firmly closed and latched immediately behind the beast entering the pen

· persons should not stand in front of the pen or on the platform in sight of the beast entering the pen, as this will cause reluctance for the beast to move forward

· operators should be aware of the danger of the beast kicking/running back before the door can be fully latched causing the door to violently swing back into the open position towards the operator if standing in the race way behind the beast, or against the operator’s arm when closing the door from off the platform

· drovers/lairage staff should not wear white protective overalls in the lairage confines (preferably a brown or green coloured smock) and should undertake all droving and other operations in a quiet unhurried manner to ensure minimum stress and upset to the stock

· stock should not be left for prolonged periods in the race way and must not be placed in the stun pen until required for hoisting at the dry landing area, thus permitting immediate stunning after securing in the pen

· it is the drover’s responsibility to ensure that the dry landing area is clear of persons and obstruction before stunning and ejecting, requiring co-operation between the drover and shackler/sticker when two operatives are employed

· the ejection door should only be opened/closed when the operator is standing on the platform or front steps clear of the door near to the control lever and it has been ensured that no persons are standing adjacent to the pen ejection door at the time of operation

· the door should not be opened past the horizontal position which permits ejection of the carcase

· no persons must be permitted on the platform other than the operator positioned on the steps or front end of the platform when the door is opened

· immediately after the carcase is shackled and hoisted the door should be closed and the pneumatic control lever returned into the central neutral position

· only trained and designated persons should be permitted to operate the stunning pen at any time

· stunning should be carried out only by a trained and experienced operator in possession of an authorised licence relevant to the operation

· stunning can be carried out either from the overhead position on the platform or through the front grilled aperture which should be kept closed except when open for stunning

· operators should be fully aware of the possibility of the beast lunging forward and/or upwards as the operator’s arm and gun approaches its head, resulting in entrapment of the arm between the beast’s head and pen structure

· after cessation of slaughter operations, the whole pen and race way must be thoroughly washed down and cleaned, all doors closed, and the air supply valve closed to prevent unauthorised use of the pen

SAFETY:
· observe the above operational instructions

· ensure that the air supply is turned on and up to pressure before putting the pen into operation

· be cautious and be aware at all times when dealing with stock, especially fractious beasts, of the danger of entrapment, crushing and goring

· assistance of a second person should be sought when dealing with excessively fractious animals

· be aware of sudden running back and/or kicking when closing gates/doors behind stock, causing the door/gate to be violently thrown back against closure

· be aware of the presence of other stock in the race way when closing/opening the entrance door to the pen

· do not attempt to adjust the pen and race side wings with stock present in the pen or race way

· do not operate the ejection door unless standing adjacent to the control lever clear of the dry landing area

· do not operate the ejection door unless the dry landing area is clear of personnel and obstruction: visually check and warn close by personnel before operation

· do not permit persons to stand on the operator’s platform when the ejector door is operated and stunning taking place

· do not open the ejector door past the horizontal position and ensure that no persons are present under or near the door before closing

· do not lean over into the pen or race way

· be aware of the possibility of arm crushing/entrapment when stunning
· keep the drover’s way gate to the platform closed except when utilised for access purposes: it is prudent to leave the gate closed but not latched/bolted when droving to facilitate speed of access in emergency

· ensure that the beast is fully stunned before ejecting: in the event of partial/incorrect stunning great care should be exercised when reaching down into the pen to effect a re-stun; a second person should be called upon to assist and restrain the stunner as he reaches into the pen
· do not open the ejection door unless you are certain that the beast is correctly stunned and immobile

· keep stun guns cleaned, oiled and properly maintained at all times: use only the correct weight of cartridge for the operation in hand

· a spare gun should always be kept available in close proximity

· observe strict firearms safety practices when handling guns; do not permit use by unauthorised persons; keep guns and cartridges locked away safely when not in use

· issue only sufficient cartridges for the daily kill and return gun cleaned, with any spare cartridges and empty cases, immediately after use for safe keeping

· be aware at all times that slaughtering is a high risk operation: risk from stock; knife and saw cuts; falling objects due to incorrect shackling and hanging; falls from slippery surfaces, steps and obstructions, being some of the major hazards

MAINTENANCE:
· daily after use, thoroughly wash and clean down pen, gates and race way, check over for damage and rectify if found necessary

· weekly or monthly according to usage:

· check over and rectify any damage

· lubricate all hinge pins and moving parts with a medium lubricating oil

· drain pneumatic line filter and refill lubricator, if fitted, with light lubricating oil

· check operation of doors and latches, rectify if necessary

· check and adjust if necessary air line operating pressure; check speed of ejector door operation and adjust if required by re-setting restrictor valve

· check condition of all pneumatic piping and rectify any air leaks

· check condition of operating safety notices
