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Iain and Dornoch Pic{rirc PosI

Aifields A-rourd the Fifihs:
RAF Iivergordorr / Alness / Crornany Firth Flying Boat Base

Obin, Sullln103 dd ehe_

vhde ased thebBse lor
opEcri..s or.r rhe ]ss,
o!i u !.;!1itrr'rl: :!1.,::
rol escon voik elc. lie
Sunderled wa, one ofIb.
lewplan.s whicb ilew irom
Lhe fiist day lnliltbe hsl

AI tLe sll]n ofhosLililes in Sepfenbe.
l9-'19, the AcaJeny. lralli,, st.res, gdages ad
emply bolses id tbe top \ere lrkm over by

lre l.r.f to ac.orimodale the luioDs scc

dons equired Io. d !Ji,ase rdio, ma
meot Ls3?o'1eic. Tiey had to compete

wtn $e larf md my L,orh ol w|om had a

presen.eiu $e tou vhij pas sdl a nalal
base T]]e Rr.F headqusels qd a ldge
holse or 6e HiBh Streer carled, Oah*
Yilla" wh'.h had a pigeo! lof( lqby as ar

Lha{ time fll1ngborls. on long patrols, cr
ricd 4 conple ofpiSeols in cse ofa fo.ced

l@ding in L\e sea. Beloc the winlerol
1919 40 $e aimen in theleDrcd ca$ps rye€

acconnodaled rn p.ival. houses dd halls in

tbe tolT md sonehad (. mate do with lhe

Gredt of lnaerbrffti. f.m In edly 1940

iwo Entne fl)ing boarr, iog:6d{ilh
lbetr creqs ftom Lapenal Airtays,jo:ned
rlre bNe lor rainilg pu?lses Tlrey w..e
lne labof ed 'Cdibou'. B01n ver.lost
)arer ii tneNodegio can!!-igt on spE.ill
ope.atioas

D .ing $e edly oc.urratjon olNoF?ybl
rbe Gemds tnse {a Nch 3ctiviryaI dre

base ed tu) of $e Sutderlods tookPal
Ln ope do.s in conjulcdin witb tleEx!.dj'
ri!!a4 Force dd rl'e Nor--e-sio lmY.
They e.e.l,i. en8aged r!.ni.tdi !1(!ol_
ling otthe NorPegim coasdue ElornC
Gemu snippins moles.rts, erc. ANo ._

gid Heinl{el sapl3le. Nhth bad esca!.d
l.n the GtrBos. Ldd.d al Lib b*e dd I
beliele cn.ldded at i"leiLle Fe.ry. Mdl
iishing boan lrom Nomk-t od DenFuL
{hlcn badbeeD hshliS i! $e Nonh sea
mired ii -Jre Fiih eoltli lhis dme l\4dr
.l$e Sud.rldds dsislod irrh€ eradad.D
of r.'o aybytle !ritish, Frencb ud PoLish

Iorces, s ar this dne $e G.mus l,ad in
vaded lbe IoR colnlnei ad lll olNosay
Pas Dnder Cema ocmlnr'on.

h Jun. 1941 
^ro 

4 (Cl OPcniional T.aj,1

ing Uor d.!od ro In!.rg(rdcn f.orn Srd

'aer, 
lit their Sulde.l&tls drd LeD.i.ks,

tneLaEer being atwix enginEa illjns boar

Dalm.r Honsc ar Ahtts was used as d
ofliceA ne$ md d Dnlcl, e1_crcss-.honel

ierj 5.S 'Batalief {a3 dscd ro ac..mo'
dn(e ar c..!s 6d. bti.8 be(hed at Lhe Ad-

nirilty Pi.., tras .onleni(rn fnr the ormn.
cnft Lo i61c !.e air de$s i! thenallorred

fl)inEboats Ln a lew Boltls rhe r-i l'Lr
nasr.aidng tc! c.e\a otr r.ourse, usi!8 dre

EeaulyFl.,b and L..h Ne$ l:or t*aoils dd
lodings. N w.-]las theCr.nd! Fjnh

lo JDI) t94l a Cat|lhr oi 109 dd o.3 il
2.r0 sq!adroo depdted ro t.lldgeli| R!$
sia Nltn tnc loreig. secr.tul Sn 5 tafiord

Cnjrps dd oder Sovemncn! ofilcrils ud
rc$med a iel da)s lateHith $e R!$i
niliiary nstloo. Th.E n'erc also olnqm:
sions b] rhe Cata.linas rn llu!sia. in .on.ec

on rith $e Bdtish n al dd ai'rorc: pres

Srnde.ldds Lom nidr squad.ons at

-Ial,e rh,lrtl rJre .ftrp Cromadl FLnl

I ",r Lrecrrlleolml /n a\ dton tn LLr.

Dorcr olscdaiJ !n 1913 viih $c relr laval
base bejng !xill at lnvetg.rdor. a sesplate base

Ras e(nblrliei at Cronanl by the RoyrlNara
Ai.Seoi.e Mtuyyoungoa!41 officerpijols
rai!.d Ur..r, m.Dg fieD,I tuiutc &i' mdshalls

of fie P-AI 5; A. LotrglDrq drc! C O. arC.o-
nll1y, sn John SahraDd aod SrFEdqct Eow_

hiu \vinsrln Chuchill rool bs lrst ilying leF

sons Inere vnen visning Inc lew n a"al base as

Fi.sr Lord oflhE Admiralty in 19ll. Tbe Cro_

mant 
'I 

suno.6orei Io FoIt Geor8. in 1914

aid L\Ere Ms ajso a gn$ lddirg gtulnd neaJny

Siroily .fle.l\r$'t durirg tile ilccfs !is1!s to

d,. Crodany FirL!, Cre alr.nft carje.s fler oil
their xir.ran lc a nat Erass ajrttld ar Deiry ad
rheD oored r! Notd (Evdtci ) iD i 92?, u sing
L\is ai.nelduti]1916.

Berwed dre *di,3eapldes irom l.lre e
shjps in 6e Fi.t! cdi.d oll caiapauldlg md
re.orery eiacises dd delachme.is olflyts
bnars,.ontE !o.rh i.on tletrbases in so!deB
Eneldd, w0uld mive for lEEr erercises. A hnle
knosr lAinoit, baseC atEaDron @d !sing de
Adhnalry lic. ar rnr*so.dcn- had radjo
..n!r.lled'I!e. Mofr loal rltu\es coirnled bv
a lauDc!. Ti;y weE used bl ihe n€l lordd'
Ercr.ilr!1...i lr ih.I{nr:r, F{i TI. rar--
.alled Ocm -Qleen Ed .

Duing lhe 3rm:r ol l!38, afte.4oo.ire
tuo)s M.elad al2 mchorages at hve.go.don.
delachod( of lltrg b.ac of20L- 209 ud 24!
squadoDs dnved rron $en b$.s i! soutbem
E!elmd ard shoalt aJldvrds a floalin8 dock
&n!ed enaujrglidiled !e?t.s dd seni.ing to

be cried crt Tbe F.st lrjcr *as a]!.cated !o
t:e P,AF bt tle A.niralt). Tne lltin8 boers at

that tiFE qere Snrgaporcs, Londols bd 5t.@-
ra.rs liGr. these w.Dld be EPla.ed bl SundeF

l.nds bd CrLa]nDs, dre old.r ai.c.aft 1hen vcre
!5.d fcr raitring Furloses.

Th. J\'ias boat squadroas ,Lade d

splehdid sisltt, aftn,ing i,lfr nilion a"d
tauclti g dn n ott bj one o the calm
ra(ers (,f e lirlh. Thel h.ire soot te-
cur.lto th?i allofted blols and attentltd
to b the diilgic! ofthe 'natine 

iaft sec'

A c!t.d.ant ii the t.rr p{k had be.n set

!f 5nd {r cfircers {.re a..r'mnrodateii in Lc.al

bor.ls od u RAf Eroto! ln Alglsr 193! tlLe

s!uadr.is.r .l.cise at ln\er!.rd.n .etJmed
sourli ro tn:r.liooe bars lor Falor r.n'ic!rg,
crc $hrleLhe erouDd crer s.emain.d al lnre.
eordoa 2,r! d,d :09 sqradrans tn'red ba.L ro

rhen qd sla.i.n m late Sctlenb.r Dd 2!9 hrd
widr dL.rn Ll,e fi.r Cadina i! th. P-}.I, r'hi.n

Luedia6ly, Bdpat.ols orer dre North Sea

dd alDurd l.e]dd b.€e ro sear.h ia. Gemd
snlppu8 tu1d U bods 2 flying boars were lln
dunn! this tgnod. one cte beinB sa\ed
Arouid disrime e besehad a visir ft.mthe
DlkeorKeLt drd shol1lr airer*xrds. King

ltr Augt1sl I942 tlrc Duk of Kcttt )tho

ha'1a.ivc.I at In|trgard1 by lra t ctn'
barked o .t Su derLrtd front an Obdn

squabott baund for ld:lati ShoftLj Eftet
take-o11, rhe aircrdl crathcd ilno d hitl,
net Dunb.ath, onthe Cdithnes! coast, in
thk:k f./g. AI ibaard vere kil)ed cx.ept

DDrinE 1942 tlilqa-rs, hdges ud b!ildings
ee.econstrucred atr'lners Poirq abau I miles
wesl ofhlergo.dor dd rbec1d !o*i.d piet,

shicl hrd bden used by Ine US navy rD 1l1!l,
v$ exrended for use bl Lie ddlr e ctan sectior
tller, ddy siles wcnld beburlr d.ud,jJne$
ro Eleie rbe Frds!re atlnre.Eordon.

I! Februa4, l94l bot} ba.s lrere otncidl)
Dded R-qf d.lness. TaininE .!adn!.d trtol
1944 ex.etr jn October, \'be! 9 Shd.deft o!
tne O T Lr vere lsed o ier/ t!m.-.rPued a._
ben ftomlienavik; Icddd o rn. L[(.

For rreral 
'e 

"aiterLjie iar l!odEndl.
!$d rhebdse loreteE "s''rL[ drel-t {]e-,
iltirg boat bB. clord in lgir 

'rien 
de lasi.f

Lhe Sunde.imd sqDd.ons w.E dnbddid bul
F-4F Sl'es coDdnlec asN. l10a r4re.iri1
u!ilviin an i.r lescne jali.nes ad !(g:i.!gs,
tnese b.ing used d the I'loial li(f to seo e IIA,.F

KiJno$ tud P,AFLo$lernot$'l-his unn coniu-
lEd Min the 80's $h.n tl€ ndine c2n ler
sold orleased !o a pnaete coF*"d1, the sefli.c
in L\e Morlr Fin'r cordnljnc fitr ci,'ilid

Tte udi ar A&ess.icseC a."rn, nol lcng af:.r
a leu purpose built a..cnn.daij.tr block eu
bnnr at Aln$s md a relr tal8e sL.E ud omce

buildine bulli ior L!. Dtrit d In'de.rdoD dack

ydd Tlre bare had s:dDd its prllose crer nd1
ycrs in pedce dd vd dd lnt ober bB.s aiF
nen iion ndl coln!.ies t aiDcd the.., Bdtish,
cdradid..i.!sualib dC fie:fE.,ch. Mr.r
lncrera rd flr'in8 boats hadbe.t l.st o! aP.

tions, il-clg accident! d s.m. n/4il.d ir
sto.is al then nooings Cde pmicultly bal
accrdenl hatpened o! l2 Nllinber 194_'i !'hen a

SudelsC cn(h.d.eri S-tb!, eft.rtur en

si!€.a!g|t fire Al tI. Cu ih e* 'xse

Erlie.in Lire vr a 5tnd..Ldd.m.in lo

lod on a ritcb adl: oilhr at a f;mr.d Cr.
nen-r, bmging il d.qr i. rn.ld ad d:iddirg
do.rn a slcle;!to a ldn ,1.11ihe dcP.s.iFci
but unlo.tunat.lt lhe ilm d idfl hNs.
cau:ht lL.e Tne lm.cr dC his lrle r-e badl-v

bnmeC ar,d .adlt lhcilrorng.eFh*Y \h!:ad
bce! sLal,ing !lth Lh.m ias kiiled

At,{ne$ loilL aflontmenl to dll [l]c
sd,ed at the base. \"as er.ctod a lE! veas agi
dd iljs a ltung L-iI!te Lo !hos3 Lr,at s.re.ifien
colnlry Do.e Lhh balfa.3.tury r!. Mdr,lid
nor Etum home ard debuned Ro$k.e.
cenerd.! br the shor* cftheFin}.

DAFI


