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It’s time to celebrate . . . 

Our Branch Meetings return on 30th August – hope to see you there! 
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to The Tiger. 
 
As most readers will now be aware, after a seventeen-month absence, our Branch Meetings will 
now be resuming from 30th August at our usual venue, The Elms in Wigston Magna. Attendance 
is, as always, at your own discretion and, whilst our venue no longer requires visitors to observe 
any Covid precautions, attendees are perfectly welcome to do so if they wish. Please note that the 
Concert Room, where we hold our Meetings, is designed to accommodate up to 250 people, so 
plenty of space is available if required. Furthermore, we will be the only visitors present that 
evening, thus eliminating contact with any other groups. Needless to say, we look forward to seeing 
you all again after a very long absence! 
 
Work is also progressing on a Speakers Programme for the remainder of the year, which currently 
stands as follows: 
 

 

 

30th August 2021 
Guest Speaker: 

David Humberston 

A Frontiersman, Sniper 

& Maverick 

 

 

27th September 2021 
Guest Speaker: 
John Stanyard 

Prudential 

 & The Great War 
   

 

 

 

25th October 2021 
Guest Speaker 

& Subject 

To Be  

Advised 

 

  
 

 
 

29th November 2021 
Guest Speaker: 
Denis Kenyon 

A Wider War: 

Stories of Service away 

from the Western Front   

 

 

27th December 2021 
Guest Speaker 

& Subject 

To Be  

Advised 
 

 

 
I look forward to resuming my series of presentations on those unorthodox characters I choose 
to call “The Mavericks” and am confident my chosen subject will not disappoint I hope you will 
feel able to join us and celebrate our return after so many months away. Your continued support 
as we resume our activities will be much appreciated. Until then, stay safe until we meet again.  
 
 
D.S.H. 
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DATES FOR YOUR GREAT WAR DIARY 

SEPTEMBER 

 
 

1st   1916 Southern Front Bulgaria declares war on Romania 
3rd    1916 Western Front Battle of Guillemont 

5th    1914 Western Front Battle of the Marne 
9th  1914 Western Front German withdrawal from the Marne  

9th  1914 Eastern Front First battle of Masurian Lakes 
11th  1914 Pacific  Battle of Bita Paka – Island of New Britain invaded 
11th  1917 Western Front French air ace Georges Guynemer shot down & killed  

12th  1917 Western Front South African cricketer, Eric Balfour “Bill” Lundie, K.I.A. 

13th   1914 Western Front First Battle of the Aisne 
14th  1916 Italian Front 7th Battle of the Isonzo 
15th  1916 Western Front Battle of Fleurs-Courcelette with first use of tanks 

17th  1916 Western Front Manfred von Richthofen scores first victory 

18th   1918 Southern Front Third Battle of Doiran 
18th  1914 Eastern Front German General Paul von Hindenburg appointed commander  
19th  1918 Asiatic Front Battle of Megiddo 

20th   1917 Western Front Battle of Menin Road Ridge  

20th  1917 Western Front Private Herbert Morris, age 17, executed for desertion 
21st   1914 War at Sea HMSs Aboukir, Hogue & Cressy sunk by U-9 in North Sea 

23rd  1917 Western Front German flying ace Werner Voss shot down and killed  

25th  1915 Western Front Battle of Loos 

25th  1916 Western Front Battle of Morval  

26th    1917 Western Front Battle of Polygon Wood 

27th     1916 Western Front Thiepval captured 

29th  1918 Western Front British capture Riqueval Bridge 
 
 
 

 

 

Lieutenant Thomas Ernest Hulme 
K.I.A. 28th September 1917 

Aged 34 
 

Over the flat slopes of St Eloi 

A wide wall of sand bags.  

Night, 

In the silence desultory men 

Pottering over small fires, cleaning their 

 mess- tins: 

To and fro, from the lines, 

Men walk as on Piccadilly, 

Making paths in the dark, 

Through scattered dead horses, 

Over a dead Belgian’s belly. 
 

From Hulme’s poem: “Trenches: St Eloi” 

published in 1915 
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THE LIMPING MAJOR 
by Lynn Roffee 

 
A stainless-steel scale model racing car with an attached newspaper cutting had been in the attic 
for 15 years untouched following the death of the man who made it. The vehicle, which measures 
19½ inches long, was made from scratch by my late father-in-law after being demobilised by the 

Royal Air Force in 1946. The newspaper cutting, taped beneath the car, read “Goldie Gardner 

Shocked World with New Record”.  This related to Lt. Colonel A T Goldie Gardner, who had 
transformed a 12 horsepower M.G. car he bought in 1937.  He had a specially designed and built 
body made for his attempts that fitted like a “dish cover” which enclosed the entire machine. The 
steering wheel was oblong as there was insufficient room for a circular one. At 6 feet 3 inches tall, 
Goldie was considerably taller than most racing car drivers. 

 

 
The Model Racing Car . . . 

 
So, who was Goldie Gardner? 
 

Alfred Thomas Goldie Gardner OBE MC, known as “Goldie" 
was born on 31st May 1890 in Woodford Green, Essex. Goldie 

 
. . . and the newspaper article 

was his mother's maiden name, and he will henceforth be referred to by this name. He was 
educated at Pelham House Preparatory School, Sandgate, Kent and then went to the Independent 
Uppingham School in 1904. Whilst known for being a brilliant polo player, Goldie was a keen all-
around sportsman. In 1907 he joined the Honourable Artillery Company. 
 
Goldie left England in 1910 for Colombo, Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) to take up a three-year business 
appointment. When this was completed, he obtained a new contract in Katha, Myanmar (then 
Burma). Whilst in Sri Lanka, he transferred to the Ceylon Mounted Rifles. His father was a tea 
broker, so this may have been why he went to Sri Lanka. Unfortunately, he developed a severe 
attack of typhoid fever and malaria. He was sent back to England for convalescence arriving at 

Tilbury on 24th May 1913 on board the S.S. Orama. 
 
Whilst Goldie was still convalescing, the First World War started. In September of 1914 he enlisted 
in the Royal Field Artillery (R.F.A.). He was granted a commission as a Second Lieutenant. He was 
soon promoted to Captain and then to Major, the youngest in the British Forces, all before the 
end of 1916. He was Mentioned in Dispatches by Sir John French for distinguished services at 
Loos, and he was later awarded the Military Cross on the 14th March 1917 for his part in the Battle  
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of the Somme. In an article published in The Trove, Australia on 29th March 1940 titled “From 

the Cradle to Grave – The story of a Charmed Life”. . . “Goldie’s misadventures during two 

 years’ service in France included stopping a shell fragment, crashing in an aeroplane, being 

buried alive, gassed and holed by a bullet”. 
 

Despite his distinguished service, there appears to be is very little written about his military career. 
However, extracts from The War Diary for the 72nd Brigade R.F.A. shows that on 1st January 1916, 
Goldie was a Captain and the Commanding Officer of B Battery 72nd Brigade R.F.A. at Vermelles. 
The War diary written up on 31st January 1916 shows Goldie's name amongst several officers 
mentioned in Dispatches of the 1st January 1916. The War Diary for 26th June 1916 reports Goldie 

at Vermelles: “Artillery arrangements worked well. Wire was cut by Cap. A.T.G Gardner B.72 

RFA". The last mention of Goldie was on 1st December 1916 at “Contalmaison Villa Re-

organisation of 15th D A started …. B 72 commanded by Capt. A T G Gardner”. 
 

In 1917 Goldie’s reconnaissance plane was brought down by enemy fire. He sustained severe 
injuries to his right hip and leg, resulting in 20 operations hospitalising him for 2 years. Goldie had 
managed to crawl 15 miles through enemy territory despite these severe injuries until he reached 
allied controlled land. It has not been possible to find information relating to the circumstances of 
Goldie being in the plane or indeed the crash, but he was possibly acting as an observer for the 
Reconnaissance Battery. However, injuries left him disabled for life, and he was discharged from 
the Army as medically unfit for service in 1921. He had been hospitalised and convalesced at the 
Esperance Auxiliary Hospital for Officers, Eastbourne and would spend various periods of this 

life there after the war. He had his own room there and his family maintained a bed “in grateful 

thanks to his many visits”. Recent research shows that the hospital closed in 2019.  
 

Many sources suggest that Goldie had had an interest in racing motorcycles before the war and in 
1924, possibly due to his injured leg and hip, he decided to buy an Austin Seven Gordon England 
Special and began racing on British circuits.  
 

 

In 1930 Goldie came to the attention of Cecil Kimber, Managing Director 
of M.G. and subsequently raced various M.G. cars with considerable 
success. However, whilst competing in 1932 at the Tourist Trophy at Ards 
in Northern Ireland, Goldie sent the M.G. somersaulting three times due 

to what was called a 'rash overtaking manoeuvre'. Goldie's right leg, 
already severely damaged from the aeroplane crash in WW1, took the 
impact. 
 

In 1934 he accompanied Sir Malcolm Campbell to Daytona Beach to set 
a new Land Speed Record. Goldie was sufficiently recovered from his 
latest accident and decided to concentrate on breaking speed racing 
records. Upon his return, he began racing in a streamlined M.G. K3 
Magnette. This was equally dangerous, but Goldie appeared fearless and 
determined in his endeavours. 

“Goldie” Gardner 

 

Later that year, he competed in the 500-mile race at Brooklands with Co-Driver Dr J D “Benjy” 
Benjafield coming third place and winning the 1100cc class. Benjafield founded the British Racing 
Drivers Club in 1928. 
 

In 1937, Goldie went to Dessau, Germany, creating a new Flying Mile Record at 148.5mph. He 
set further records at Montlhéry, France and returned to Germany later in the year to set new  
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records. With Goldie having a 200mph goal in mind, he acquired George Eyston's Magic Magnette 
EX-135 and modified it for the task. In November 1938, after returning to Germany, the record 
was raised by him to 186.6mph. With the 200mph target remaining elusive, in May 1939, he 
returned again to take the 1100cc record to 203mph. With the engine rebored overnight, he also 
took three 1500cc Class 'F' records. 
  
Further attempts at the 750cc records were hindered by the outbreak of World War II. Goldie 
decided to offer his services to the Royal Artillery. He was accepted as a Second Lieutenant in 
Mechanical Transport Training. He soon regained his rank of Major, and in 1942 he was made a 
Lieutenant Colonel. 
 

  
“Goldie” 

Gardner 

“Goldie” Gardner beside his MG 

(Courtesy of Stephanie Sykes-Dugmore 

Silverstone Circuits Limited) 
 
Between 1936 to 1950, Goldie had set over 100 international and local speed records in England, 
Europe, and the U.S.A during the peacetime years. Once the war had ended, new Class 'H' (750cc) 
records were achieved in Italy and at Jabbeke, Belgium, and then in 1947, Class 'I' (500cc) records 
were set. Finally, in 1948 a Jaguar 2-litre experimental engine was borrowed to set Class 'E' (2000cc) 
records. This allowed him to claim world records in 50% of the World International Classes. 
 

  
A British Racing Driver Club Gold Star 

(Courtesy of Stephanie Sykes-Dugmore 

Silverstone Circuits Limited) 

The Segrave Trophy Conditions of Award 

Documentation 

 
Goldie was the holder of three British Racing Driver Club Gold Stars for 1937, 1947 and 1949, an 
O.B.E. for racing, and The Special Constabulary Faithful Service Medal. In 1938 he was awarded 
the Segrave Trophy for attaining the class-G land speed record of 186.6mph in a 1100cc M.G.  
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Magnette on the German autobahn. He established 116 speed records during his record-breaking 
career.  
  

His second wife, Una, an American, was quoted as saying Goldie was nicknamed "The Limping 

Major". Goldie and Una had a daughter, Rosalind, who went on to study medicine because of the 
injuries her father had sustained. During his many visits to the U.S.A., Goldie met many famous 
people and became close friends with Clark Gable and Jimmy Cagney. 
 

In 1952, at the age of 62, he was at Bonneville Salt Flats, Utah, trying to beat his 13-year-old record 
for the flying kilometer and mile. Unfortunately, in trying to reach his target of 220mph, he spun 
his EX-135 car, striking a marker, which smashed through the perspex bubble covering his cockpit 
and badly injured his head. 
 

Later that year, Goldie suffered a cerebral hemorrhage, 
with doctor's orders forcing him to retire from 
motorsport. He died aged 68 at St Mary's Hospital 
Eastbourne on 25th August 1958 after suffering five 
years of illness connected to his head injury. He is 
buried at Ocklynge Cemetery, Eastbourne. The epitaph 

on his headstone reads, “His courage never failed”. 
 

In an article about Goldie published in The Irish Times 

on 14th November 2007 titled "Triumphing over Injury 

to achieve worldwide fame” it was stated that "When 

he died … he was truly the last of a breed -   

 
The grave of “Goldie” Gardner, 

Ocklynge Cemetery, Eastbourne 

such men as *Segrave, Malcolm Campbell and **Cobb – who had single-mindedly gone after 

greater speeds”. 
 
He was a remarkable and determined man who never gave up and achieved so much despite the 
accidents he incurred. 
 

 
Footnotes 

*Sir Henry Segrave 
** John Cobb 

 
Sources 

Wikipedia 
Wiki Commons 

Ancestry 
Findagrave.com 

London Gazette 27th November 1917 
The Scotsman 9th June 1949 

The Eastbourne Herald 30th August 1958 
Photo of Segrave Trophy – credit to 

fluffyghost 
Royal Automobile Club 

Daily Mirror 3rd June 1938 
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD  
 

 
HERITAGE 

OPEN 
WEEKEND 

2021 
 

THURSDAY 
9th SEPTEMBER 

TO 
SUNDAY 

12th SEPTEMBER  
INCLUSIVE 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Thursday 

2.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m. 
Friday 

3.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. 
 

 

AT RISK  
WAR 

MEMORIALS  
OPEN DAY 

 

The Chancel,  
Rear of All Saints 

Church, 
Highcross Street, 

Leicester 
 

Saturday 
10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. 

Sunday 
2.30 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.  

 

Visit www.atriskwarmemorials.co.uk  
for further details 

 
 

 
 

 
LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
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A Date for the Diary 
 

Leicestershire & Rutland Royal British Legion’s Festival of Remembrance 
Saturday 30th October 2021, commencing at 7.00pm 

 
Following the announcement that the De Montfort Hall will be opening again to the public 

from 1st September, ticket sales for the annual R.B.L. Festival of Remembrance on  
30th October have now commenced. 

 

 
 

Please visit www.demontforthall.co.uk/ for further details 
 

 
 
 

The Friends of Belgrave Cemetery 
 

are seeking to contact relatives of the 
following in connection with restoring fallen 
headstones to their original upright positions:  
 

Sarah & Frederick Latham, 
who are buried in the Cemetery, 

 
and the families of the following fallen of both 
Wars, who are commemorated on headstones 
in the Cemetery: 
 

7281 Sergeant Alfred Dodson 
7th Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment 

who died of wounds 
24th December 1917, aged 32 

(headstone shown right)  
 

11768 Private Henry Albert Carter 
6th Battalion Leicestershire Regiment 
who died 6th December 1914 aged 31 

 

 
11125 Private William Carter 

2nd Battalion Leicestershire Regiment 
who died 13th March 1945 aged 29 

 
Anyone with information please contact info@friendsofbelgravecemetery.org.uk 
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TOGOLAND  
A STORY OF GREAT WAR PHILATELY 

by David Humberston 
 
In 1884, Imperial Germany claimed a protectorate over a strip of territory on 
the coast of West Africa and then gradually extended their control inland. The 
borders of German influence were defined in agreements with both France 
and Great Britain, whose colonies were adjacent and in 1905 the German 
colony of Togoland (ringed in red on the globe shown opposite) was created. 
   
The smallest of the four German African colonies, Togoland was also the most vulnerable when 
War was declared in August 1914. Invaded from both the British colony of Gold Coast to the west 
and the French colony of Dahomey to the east, the two invading Armies on 7th August 1914, 
encountering little resistance as they advanced inland towards a powerful radio mast near Kamina. 
The mast was destroyed by the Germans on the night of 24th/25th August and the colony 
surrendered two days later.  
 
Neither “conquerors” were slow to confirm their occupancy philatelically. In 1900 a series of 

German Colonial stamps, depicting Kaiser Wilhelm’s yacht, SMY Hohenzollern II were issued for 
use in Togoland. Thirteen in number, nine carried various values in pfennigs whilst four larger 
stamps were valued in Marks. These stamps were overprinted in both English and French as early  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 
LEFT: The original Colonial stamps of 1900;  

CENTRE:  the British overprinted issues, stating “TOGO Anglo-French Occupation”  

RIGHT: the French overprinted issues, stating “TOGO Occupation franco-anglaise” 

 
as 1914 and command high prices in the modern market, with four of the higher values so rare 
they are not even priced in current catalogues. Examples of the original stamps and both types of 
overprinting are shown below.  
 
The following year, the British introduced further overprinted stamps for use in the western part 
of Togoland under their administration. Consisting of twelve values, these stamps were first issued 
in Gold Coast, Togoland’s western neighbour, in 1913 and were the first for that colony to bear 

the image of King George V. Once more bearing the words “TOGO Anglo-French Occupation” 

the first issue was in use from May 1915, being replaced in April 1916 with a second issue with the 
same overprint in heavier type.  
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LEFT: The original Gold Coast stamps of 1913;  

CENTRE:  The May 1915 overprinted issues, with “TOGO Anglo-French Occupation” in pale type 

RIGHT: The April 1916, with the same overprint in bold type. 

 
1916 also saw the French introduce a new issue of stamps for the eastern part of the territory 
under their administration. Like the British before them, the existing stamps of their neighbouring 
colony, Dahomey, originally issued three years earlier, were utilised and overrprinted as the 
German stamps before them. On 27th December 1916, Togoland was officially separated into 
French and British administrative zones, which would remain in place until the end of the War.  
 
1918, however, does not conclude this story. The series of Peace Treaties, signed with the defeated 
nations between 1919 and 1923, redrew the map of not only Europe but also Africa and the Middle 
East and the German and Ottoman Empires were dismantled and their territories divided amongst 
the victors. The first of these Treaties, signed at the at the Palace of Versailles in June 1919, had 
established the League of Nations (who, as a brief tangent, used overprinted Swiss postage stamps 
on their outgoing mail) and it was the Supreme Council of the League who met to decide who 
would receive what spoils. Under Article 22 of the Treaty of Versailles, the principle of a 
“Mandated Territory” – the transfer of control of one country by another acting on behalf of the 
League of Nations – had already been established and most of the former African colonies of  

 

 

Imperial Germany were designated “Category B” mandates, 
“deemed to require a greater level of control by the Mandatory 
Power, who must be responsible for the administration of the 
territory under conditions which will guarantee freedom of 
conscience and religion”.  
 
Philatelically, a subtle change was now required, as stamps 
bearing the word “Occupation” were now inaccurate and could 
no longer be used. The British resolved this issue by merely 
introducing the current stamps of Gold Coast, whilst the French 
returned to the Dahomey stamps, reissuing the 1913 issue once 
more in 1921, merely overprinted “TOGO”. 
 
In 1922, Togo was split into British Togoland and French 
Togoland, with one-third of the former territory (shown in green 
on the Map left) being administered by Great Britain and two-
thirds (shown on the left in purple) now in the care of the 
French. In 1924, the first postage stamps for the “new” Togo 
were issued, showing pictural images of Cocoa and Palm trees. 

The division of Togoland  

in 1922 

   
Throughout the 1920’s resentment over the terms of the Treaty of Versailles continued to grow 
in Germany. In the early years of the decade a set of “mourning stamps” (in reality propoganda 
labels to be used alongside official postage stamps) were issued to lament the loss of all German 
territories, both domestic and overseas covered in the terms of the Treaty. Nineteen in number,  
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the overseas colonies were represented by black edged stamps depicting the Imperial yacht and 
the German Imperial flag. A subsequent series, based on the design of the German Colonial 
stamps was also issued later in the decade.  

 

   
LEFT: The original Dahomey 10c stamps of 1913;  

CENTRE:  The 1916 overprinted issues, stating “TOGO Anglo-French Occupation”  

RIGHT: The 1921 issue, overprinted “TOGO” 

 

  
The German Mourning “Stamps” for Togo, issued in the 1920’s  

 
At the end of the Second World War, the two Togolands began trust territories under the authority 
of the United Nations, successor to the ill-fated League. In May 1956 a plebiscite in British 
Togoland saw the majority of voters wishing to merge the territory with Gold Coast, the union 
taking place the following year when the new dominion of Ghana came into being. In 1955 French 
Togoland became an autonomous Republic within the French Union, a political entity designed 
to replace the French Colonial Empire. It retained, however, its U.N. Trustee status until April 
1960 when it became fully independent as The Republic of Togo.  
 
The large number of postage stamps issued for a single colony over a period of the eight years 
between 1914 and 1921 is surely indicative of the importance placed on the humble stamp as a 
symbol of political domination as well as its proper use as a means of paying to send mail? The 
situation in Togoland is not unique as postage stamps were issued for occupations, re-occupations 
and territorial acquisitions throughout the world in this important period of history. If nothing 
else, it is also an alternative means of simultaneously learning both the geography and the history 
of the Great War and its aftermath . . .  
    

 
Republic of Togo Stamp Issue for the Centenary of the Great War, 2018 
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CONTACT US  
     

 

 
 

Leicestershire & Rutland 
 

YOUR BRANCH 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

 
David Humberston 

 Chairman & Speakers List 
 

Paul Warry 

 Vice Chairman, Treasurer & Website 
  

Valerie Jacques  

Secretary & Newsletter Editor 
 

 Angela Hall  

Events 
 

 Roy-Anthony Birch 

Promotion & War Memorials 
 

YOUR COUNTY TOWN 
REPRESENTATIVES: 

 

Greg Drozdz - Hinckley 

David & Karen Ette - Loughborough 
 

Branch Website Address: 
www.leicestershireandrutlandwfa.com 
 

Branch Twitter Address: 
@WFALeicester 

 

We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 17th September 2021 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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