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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to The Tiger. 
 
With a New Year now underway and a certain amount of optimism in the air regarding the lifting 
of Covid restrictions, perhaps 2022 will herald the beginning of a return to some sort of “new” 
normality? Our proposed Speakers List is beginning to be finalized and already contains a number 
of “debutante” speakers on a wide range of Great War subjects. It is my intention to replicate as 
much as possible the intended programme we were forced to cancel in 2020, subject as always to 
the speaker’s availability, so we can also look forward to return visits from some of our tried and 
trusted “regulars”. 
 
Opportunities to revisit past research has also proven beneficial. The updating of a presentation I 
first compiled in 2018 for the centenary of the Zeebrugge Raid has revealed some more interesting 
tales, whilst the re-reading of a substantial archive of newspaper articles on Great War matters 
should also lead to future articles for “The Tiger”. Furthermore, an Editorial from a 2019 issue 
has resulted in contact being made by a great nephew of two of the Officers featured. A meeting 
is now planned for next month, the results of which I look forward to sharing with you all in due 
course.    
 
Whilst writing of “The Tiger”, may I draw the attention of any would-be contributors to the cut-
off date for the March edition which, due to holiday commitments at the end of next month, has 
been brought forward a week to Friday, 11th February. This will allow the necessary editing and 
proof reading to be completed in good time for the Newsletter to be issued the week before our 
February meeting.    
 
As always, I look forward to seeing you all on 31st January, to commence what I hope will be a 
profitable, rewarding and healthy 2022.   
 
 
D.S.H. 
 
 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING 

 

31st January 2022 
 

Guest Speaker: Mark Gamble 
 

Digging through the Mud: 

Researching Great War Ancestors 
 

Many sources are now available to tell the stories of our Great 
War Ancestors and experienced researcher and local historian 
Mark Gamble makes his debut as a Branch Speaker to offer his 
guidance and expertise on this subject.  
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DATES FOR YOUR GREAT WAR DIARY 

FEBRUARY 

 
1st   1915 Germany Bread rationed 
3rd  1915 Egypt Turkish and German Armies reach Suez Canal 

5th  1918 War at Sea SS Tuscania carrying US troops sunk off Irish coast by UB-77  

7th  1915 Eastern Front Second Battle of Masurian Lakes commences 

9th    1916 Africa HMS Fifi sinks Hedwig von Wissmann on Lake Tanganyika 
10th  1916 Home Front Military conscription begins 

10th  1918 Eastern Front Trotsky declares that Russia is leaving the War 

10th  1918 Eastern Front  White Guard gathers for counter revolution against Bolsheviks  

12th  1915 Germany Adolf Hitler receives Iron Cross Second Class 

13th  1917 Western Front Exotic dancer Mata Hari arrested on suspicion of spying  

16th   1916 Home Front War Office takes over anti-aircraft defence of London 
17th  1917 Australia War Government formed 

18th  1916 Africa Last German garrison in Colony of Cameroons surrenders 

18h  1918 Home Front Gen Sir William Robertson, Chief of Brit Imp Gen Staff, resigns 
19th  1915 Gallipoli British fleet opens fire on Dardanelles coast 

21st   1916 Western Front Battle of Verdun begins  

21st  1918 Palestine Australian Light Horse Regt chase Turkish troops out of Jericho 

22nd  1915 War at Sea Germany begins “unrestricted” submarine warfare 

23rd   1917 Mesopotamia Second Battle of Kut begins 

25th  1916 Western Front Fort Douaumont falls 

26th  1917 Mesopotamia Battle of Nahr-al-Kalek begins 

26th  1917 Eastern Front Tsar Nicholas II orders army to quell civil unrest in Petrograd 

28th  1917 USA President Wilson releases Zimmerman Telegram text to media   

 
 

 
 

Captain Edward Radcliffe-Nash 
16th Lancers 

Killed in Action 21st February 1915  
 

Captain Edward Radcliffe-Nash was a British Olympian who 
competed in the Equestrian events in the 1912 Summer Olympics at 
Stockholm. He took part in the retreat from Mons, the battles of the 
Marne, the Aisne, and the First Battle of Ypres. He was killed in action 
near Ypres on 21st February 1915 when his trench was blown up and 
was buried in Ypres Town Cemetery. 
 
A younger brother, Captain Llewellyn Charles Nash, of the King’s 
Royal Rifle Corps, died of wounds on 28th September 1915. 
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HALB DEUTSCH, HALF ENGLISH (PART II) 
by Mark Gamble  

 
During May the Company moved to Villers-au-Bois. On the 20th May the Germans began a twelve-
hour bombardment of Vimy Ridge. The following day a German attack resulted in the loss of part 
of the front line. The Company’s Commanding Officer, Captain Hillyer, was killed by a shell whilst 
on the ridge. On the 22nd May the Company was relieved in the line. The following day Lieutenant 
Morland, MC, who had distinguished himself at Givenchy the previous year, whilst serving with 
the 1/3rd Field Company, arrived to take command of the Company. Captain Hillyer, MC, like 
other officers of the Company, was buried at Béthune Cemetery. 
 
On the 26th the Company moved to La Comté for a rest period, and then underwent training 
activities at both La Comté and then La Thieuloye. On the 13th June the Company was back in the 
line at Bully Grenay in the Angres Sector, employed in various tasks, including making frames for 
the reception of poison gas cylinders. From the 22nd June Trench mortar rounds were fired into 
the wire in front of the German lines in an effort to cut it. The following day, after twenty-four 
hours of heavy rain, the sappers of the 518th (1/4th London) Field Company Royal Engineers were 
engaged in clearing, draining and repairing trenches. 
 

 

On the 27th June the German defences in front 
of the Division were subjected to two and a 
half hours of bombardment by artillery. Gas 
and smoke bombs were also laid upon enemy 
positions. Soldiers of the 19th London 
Regiment then raided German positions, 
accompanied by Royal Engineers of the 
Company. Those Engineers that entered the 
enemy positions reported that there were large 
numbers of dead and wounded German 
soldiers. One officer and a corporal of the 
Company suffered injury during the action. 
 

Sappers carrying out wiring work next to a 

bridged watercourse 
During early July the Company continued trench work in the area of Bully Grenay, mainly building 
dug-outs. However, on the 16th the Company moved to Villers-au-Bois, but had to billet in a wood 
for two days until the 5th Field Company Royal Engineers vacated the accommodation intended 
for them. At the end of the month the Company handed over its work in the line to the 156th Field 
Company Royal Engineers. They then moved to the west and onwards to Neuville-au-Cornet in 
the Pas de Calais. Throughout August the Company was engaged in training exercises at Beauvoir, 
Hiermont, Gueschart, and Ailly, on the Somme. Exercises ranged from pontoon use, bridge 
building, trench repair, and night exercises in support of infantry. At the end of the month the 
Company was sent to Fricourt. 
 
During early September the Company was engaged in work repairing the Fricourt-Mametz Wood 
tramway and constructing a siding at Fricourt. This work also involved extending a tramway 
towards Caterpillar Valley and laying a branch curve to Bottom Wood. On the night of the 11-12th 
September two sections of the Company were engaged in digging assembly trenches near High 
Wood, this work was completed the following evening. On the 14th-15th September, with two 
sections of the Company at Bazentin-le-Grand, the remaining sections of the company took  
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part in the 47th Division’s attack on High Wood, part of the Somme battle of Flers-Courcellete. 
The Company lost Sapper, 1323, Alexander Thomas Couper, with four other men wounded: one 
of these men, Sapper, 2419, Arthur C. Stone, died the following day. After the battle the Company 
headquarters was moved to Fricourt Wood. At the end of the month the commanding officer of 
the Company, Captain Morland, MC, transferred back to the 1/3rd London Field Company, Royal 
Engineers. Command was taken over by Captain Stanley Howe Fisher. 
 
Between the 1st and 5th October, during the opening stages of the Battle 
of the Transloy Ridges, the Company was in line at Bazentin-le-Grand 
and engaged in consolidating the captured German positions. During 
this time Sapper, 3218, Sidney Alfred Coleman was killed. On the 5th 
October the Company moved out of the line at Bazentin-le-Grand, and 
the following day began work on the Martinpuich to High Wood Road. 
Over the next few days they moved to Fricourt, Belle Vue Farm, and 
then on to Albert. From there, after a series of moves by train and route 
march, the Company went back into the line at Bluff Craters, where 
the Germans had blown a mine on the 22nd October. During 
November, with one section of the Company at Dickebusch, three 
sections worked in the line in the Bluff Craters Sector. During mid-
November the Company moved to reserve billets at Reninghelst, and 
continued working in the reserve area for the rest of the month. On 
Christmas Eve the Company moved back into the line, with most men 
back at the Bluff Craters. 

 
Captain Denys Max 

Thomson Morland, MC. 

 
During mid-January 1917 one section of the Company was sent to Ypres, whilst the remainder, 
for the rest of the month, worked on the erection of camp huts at the Devonshire, Scottish, 
Dominion, and Ottawa camps.  
 
On the 1st February men of the Territorial Force were re-numbered Sapper Etches received the 
service number 552083. The following day the Company moved to Dickebusch, with two of its 
sections sent on to Ypres and a third sent to Belgian Chateau: front line work and defence works 
were carried out throughout the month. During this time one man was killed in action, Sapper, 
552419, Charles William Temple died on the 13th February. The month of March began with four 
sections of the company dispersed – No. 1 Section was employed in building huts at Ottawa Camp, 
No. 2 Section was building dug-outs at Belgian Chateau, No. 3. Section was working on reinforcing 
strong points around Ypres, and No. 4 Section was excavating and building dug-outs in a railway 
embankment near Ypres. On the 8th March Command of the Company was taken over by Major 
Pierse Joseph Mackesy, MC. During the remainder of the month the Company sections were 
rotated around the activities of the unit, giving sections time in and out of the front line.  
 
From the 1st April the Company was engaged in work in the Hill 60 Sub-Sector of the front line. 
No. 4 Section was engaged in the construction of Swift Street Strong Point, and making fire bays 
in Verret Ride and Allen Crater. They were also tasked in the reconstruction of front line defences 
and constructing beds in infantry tunnels. No. 1 and No. 3 Sections continued excavating tunnels 
and chambers in railway embankments. No. 2 Section constructed a rifle range at Belgian Chateau. 
All these works were carried on against a background of heavy snow falls. On the 9th April the 
Company moved to the Canal Sub-Sector.  On the 13th April the headquarters of the Company 
and the surrounding area came under 10 inch German shell fire. On the 16th the Company was  
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engaged in rebuilding the Weldon Trestle Bridge, on the Ypres-Kruisstraathoek Road, which 
carried a tramway across the canal. The bridge had been damaged by shell-fire. Towards the end 
of the month Company sections were re-distributed at both the headquarters in Dickebusch and 
the working areas.  
 
In May a section of the Company was tasked with building huts at 
the Royal Engineers Camp at Dickebusch, another with a Royal 
Artillery (RA) Group headquarters at Écluse 7 (Lock 7) on the 
Ypres-Comines Canal, and two in the construction of concrete 
structures for two RA headquarters, one at Chateau Segard, near 
Voormezele, and the other in the cellars at Swan Chateau, near 
Ypres. Between the 3rd and 7th May the Company Camp at 
Dickebusch came under fire, once from 4 inch guns firing high 
velocity shrapnel shells, and five times by fire from 5.9 inch guns. 
The camp was temporarily evacuated to avoid casualties. On the 
20th May Major Mackesy left the Field Company for VIII Corps and 
Captain Francis Patrick Bray, who in civilian life was an Associate 
Member of the Australasian Institute of Mining Engineers, took 
command. On the 27th May Second Corporal, 552470, Dennis 
Moriarty was killed in the line by shell fire and Sapper A. Wood was 
severely wounded. Further shelling occurred before the month was 
out. 

 
Major Pierse Joseph 

Mackesy, MC 

 

 

On the 1st June the company were able to rest 
in the reserve huts at Dickebusch. However, 
the following day the Company Transport was 
shelled near Woodcote Farm, Driver Martin 
was wounded in the leg and a horse was 
slightly wounded. Also, the sappers in the 
Company camp had to stand to when they 
came under shell from the direction of Hill 60. 
On the morning of the 3rd June the General 
Officer Commanding the Division presented 
the Military Medal to Sergeant, 1144, Duncan 
Alexander Finlayson, Second Corporal, 633, 
Thomas Victor Kynaston, Second Corporal 
Hopper, and Lance Corporal Hopper. Later in  

A RE Officer preparing demolition charges  

on a bridge. 

the day dismounted ranks relocated to Connaught Camp for training exercises, and returned to 
Dickebusch three days later 
 
On the 7th June the Battle of Messines commenced with the detonation of nineteen mines beneath 
German front line trenches. The Company was tasked to take part in an attack on Wytschaete 
Ridge, newly decorated Lance Corporal Hopper was wounded. The following day, with all four 
sections of the Company in the line, all were engaged in constructing strong points in newly 
captured ground. Sappers Merritt and Clark were wounded and evacuated. Sapper, 552664, Charles 
William Merritt died of wounds two days’ later. On the 9th June Corporal Webb and Sappers 
Edwards and Summerfield were wounded. Another man, Sapper Simpson, was sick, all had to be 
evacuated. The following day the casualties in the Company mounted, Sapper, 552711, W. M. 
Ongley was killed and buried, and Sappers Cole, Kendrick, Carpenter, Lightfoot, and Lance  
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Corporal Blight were wounded and evacuated. On the 11th June Lance Corporal Sullivan and 
Sappers Morton and Dowling were wounded and evacuated. On the 13th June the Battle of 
Messines ended with over 25,000 British casualties, most of which were borne by the II ANZAC 
Corps. The 47th Division suffered losses of just over 2,300 men killed and wounded. 
 
After the battle the headquarters of the Company moved to Ridge Wood, but two days later all 
sections of the Company were able to move to new billets at Camp Chippewa. During the rest of 
the month, as sections moved in and out of the line, various training exercises and lectures took 
place at Camp Chippewa. The lectures, given by both officers and NCOs, included a wide range 
of subjects such as military discipline, musketry drill, the use of explosives, and demolition work. 
On the 21st June Sapper, 552709, Thomas Campbell Trafford was killed in action. 
 
July began with Sections No, 1, 2 and 3 of the Company working in the Canal Sub-Sector, an area 
between the Zillebeke-Zandvoorde road and Ypres-Comines Canal. All other elements of the 
Company were at Chippewa Camp. On the 6th July Sapper Lander was wounded and evacuated. 
Two days later forty rank and file joined the Company as reinforcements. On the 9th July Sections 
were rotated in and out of the line. Sergeant Sanders and Sappers Marsh and Ashworth were 
wounded after an explosion occurred whilst they were working in a captured German Mine Crater. 
On the 12th July Sapper Kenward was wounded, and others working in the line were subjected to 
the fall of German gas shells. Gas shelling was repeated the following day which forced the 
stoppage of work in the line. Two days later further shelling occurred and Sappers Smith and 
Jacobs were wounded. On the 17th July Sapper Carpenter was sent to hospital due to the effects 
of gassing. 
 
On the 21st July 1917 then Lance Corporal, 552083, William August Etches, DCM, 518th Field 
Company Royal Engineers was wounded. He died the following day. He is buried in Lijssenthoek 
Military Cemetery. Only one other man was lost his life during the remainder of the year, Sapper, 
153809, Henry Thomas Harden was wounded by shell fire that fell around Belgian Chateau on the 
10th September, he died the following day at a Casualty Clearing Station. 
 
In 1918 the 518th (1/4th London) Field Company continued to work and fight on the Western 
Front, they operated in the Hooge Sector, at Arras, and on the Hindenburg Line. However, the 
Company would receive its worst losses during the German Spring Offensive of 1918. The 
Company, which had an average strength of around 210 men, was at Léchelle, thirteen miles east 
of Contalmaison, when, between the 21st and 23rd March it was overrun by German troops. After 
the British retreat in the face of German Stormtroopers, and in the confusion that followed, it was 
recorded that four men had been killed, thirteen were wounded, with fifty-five missing, and that 
one man was wounded and missing. It was also believed that Major Bray was missing believed 
killed.  
 
The reality was much worse. Major Bray had been killed and so had Second Lieutenants Louis 
Charles Bowden MacKinnon and Percy Bernard Wrigley. CSM, 2396, Walter R. Cullen had been 
killed, along with Corporal, 552131, Percy George Fairbrother, Second Corporal, 552896, William 
Edward Midson, and Lance Corporals, 556040, Walter James Coombes, 552122, John Percival 
Crissell, and 552588, William W. Ivey. Corporal Coombes was one of the four men reported killed, 
the three others were eventually found to be alive. Also among the dead were seven Sappers: 
534709, Wallace Kenward, 241703, George Liddle, 552407, John Herbert Parfitt, 474712, Henry 
Richard Rance, 552295, John Richardson, 183080, Henry Simmonds, and 58443, J. Wentworth, 
and a Driver: 552114, Ernest Cobby. Additionally, Private, 531691, Phillip John Elliott of the 15th  
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On the 22nd March 1918 the westward advance by the German Army cut-off the officers and 

men of the 518th (1/4th London) Field Company Royal Engineers who were at Léchelle, those 

who were not killed during the advance were made prisoners-of-war. 
 
(County of London) Battalion Prince of Wales’ Own Civil Service Rifles, who was on attachment 
to the 518th Field Company, was also killed in action. Apart from Major Bray, all the dead had 
initially been recorded as missing. Of all the other men reported missing only four eventually 
returned to service, the remainder were later established to have been taken by the Germans as 
prisoners-of-war (POW) - they would have to endure captivity in the POW camps at Limburg, 
Crossen, Dulmen, Munster, and Gustrow. 
 
On the 7th April Captain James Hackett Richards, MC, transferred from V Corps to take command 
of the 518th Field Company, which had been under the temporary command of Captain P. R. 
Thompson who had survived the events of the previous month. When Captain Richards took 
command of the Company it had an effective strength of four officers and 122 men. However, by 
the end of April the number of Company Officers was doubled and the number of men was 
increased to 212, bringing it back to operational strength. However, on the 22nd May Captain 
Richards was sent to hospital and command of the Company was once again taken over by Captain 
Thompson. After the Spring Offensive and until the end of the war the Company suffered no 
more men killed in action, although there were men who were wounded. There were also those 
that died under other circumstances. One of the men listed as missing during March was Sapper, 
552699, Reuben Knight. He died in a German field hospital at Tincourt on the 19th August 1918, 
suffering from stomach and intestinal catarrh (Chronic Diarrhoea). Another of the missing, who 
was being held as a POW, Sapper, 552474, William Valentine Dodd, died at Gustrow Camp on 
the 2nd September 1918. 
 
On the day that the killing stopped the war diarist of the 518th Field Company RE simply recorded: 
 

11/11/18 All sections working on bridge across the ESCAUT. ARMISTICE SIGNED at 11AM. 
 
After the Armistice three other men were laid to rest in the corner of a foreign field: Sapper, 
552014, Walter Cliff Davis died of disease on the 18th November, probably in one of the base  
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hospitals near Terlincthun. Ten days’ later Sappers, 300421, William Walter Moorhouse, who had 
formerly served with the Royal Field Artillery, and 428268, Frank Jolleys, died of wounds. 
 
After the war William August Etches’ father would have been the likely recipient of three service 
medals issued posthumously to his son. Lance Corporal Etches, DCM, was entitled to the 1914-
1915 Star, the British War Medal, and the Inter-Allied Victory Medal. As a recipient of his son’s 
medals, William’s father would also have received a memorial scroll and plaque commemorating 
his son’s part in the Great War for Civilization. 
 
It is not known whether Lance Corporal Etches’ decoration and medals, or other items 
commemorative of his sacrifice, still exist. However, what is satisfying is that a surviving and 
insignificant looking watch fob has served as a prompt to tell the story of a brave young man and 
those with whom he served.  
 
Postscript 
 
None of William Etches’ brothers served during the war, as they were too young to do so. At the 
war’s end George Hermann worked on the railways, and Richard Ernest was employed as a railway 
porter. However, on the 29th May 1919, George Hermann, joined the Royal Air Force. Although 
as a sixteen-year-old he had worked as a railway porter, and later as a railway shunter, in the RAF 
he trained as a Nursing Orderly. He served for four years and then transferred to the RAF Reserve.  
William’s father, retired Police Constable Williamson Gowen Etches, passed away in 1934. 
 
In 1939 the youngest member of the Etches family, Sidney Edward, who worked as a clerk, was a 
member of the Auxiliary Air Force. He served with No. 902 (County of London) (Balloon) 
Squadron, based at Kidbrooke, South-East London. The group operated barrage balloons which 
were deployed to protect the capital from German air attack. 
 
 

 
 

ABOVE: Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery,  

near Ypres, Belgium. 

RIGHT: The grave of Lance Corporal William Etches, 

(Plot XVI Row E Grave 8)  
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ON THE NOTICEBOARD  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
AT RISK 

WAR MEMORIALS 
OPEN DAY 

SATURDAY 
29th JANUARY 2022 

 

The Chancel, 
Rear of All Saints Church, 
Highcross Street, Leicester 

 

11.00A.M. – 4.00P.M. 
 

Visit www.leicester-rutlandatriskwarmemorials.btck.co.uk 
for further details 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LEICESTER POSTCARD FAIR 
 

A reminder to readers that the next  
Leicester Postcard Fair is due to take place on  

 

 

Sunday  
6th February 2022 

 
Open from 10.00 a.m. till 3.00 p.m. 

Admission £1.00 
at 

Holiday Inn, Leicester - Wigston 
(Formerly Wigston Stage Hotel) 

299 Leicester Road 
Wigston Fields 

Leicester 
LE18 1JW 
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LT. COLONEL J. H. PATTERSON  
& THE ZIONIST MULE CORPS 

by Lynn Roffee  
 
 
John Henry Patterson was born on 10th November 1857 in Forgney, 
Dublin to a Protestant father and a Catholic mother. From an early 
age he was interested in the Old Testament and of the Jewish people, 
their military history and sympathetic to their cause. He was to 

comment “When as a boy, I eagerly devoured the records of the 

glorious deeds of Jewish Military captains, such as Joshua, Gideon 

and Judas Maccabacus I little dreamt that one day I myself would, 

in a small way, be a captain and host of the Children of Israel”. 
 
 

Patterson married Frances Helena Gray in 1895 and they had one 
child, a son named Bryan. John later served in the Boer War, 
commanding both a Yeomanry Regiment and Regular Troops, was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Order and was Mentioned In 
Despatches on three occasions.  
 
 

 
John Henry Patterson 

In civilian life Patterson had been a railway engineer working in South Africa and then oversaw 
the construction of the railway bridge at the ravine in Tsavo in Uganda. His work in Tsavo had 
been held up by two man-eating lions who had been terrifying camps that housed Indian and 
African labour working on the railway. These two lions were the famous Tsavo man-eating lions 

and Patterson killed them both. He then wrote a book called “The Man-Eaters of Tsavo”, a semi 
autobiography published in 1907 which became a best seller. When the First World War started 
Patterson was to enlist again, by which time he was in his mid-50’s. 
 
 

Early in 1915 there were thousands of Jewish refugees, mostly Russian speaking, who had either 
fled or been expelled from Palestine. The Egyptian Jewish community and the British Military 
authorities in Alexandria were caring for and/or housing the refugees some of whom included 
professional and educated people.  
 
 

On 3rd March 1915 a Jewish Committee met with two Zionist leaders, Vladimir Ze’ev Jabotinsky 
and Joseph Trumpeldor a Trotskyite Russian, who presented a plan to raise a Jewish Legion. 
Jabotinsky was born in Odessa and was the founder of the Zionist Revisionist movement which 
played an important role in the establishment of the State of Israel. Trumpeldor had been a soldier 
in the Russian Army, losing an arm at the Siege of Port Arthur and received the Gold Order of St 
George by the Czar for gallantry. He was a Zionist activist and in 1914 he had tried to form a 
Jewish Volunteers Unit in Alexandria to fight with the British Army.  Of the 8 Jewish Committee 
members 5 voted in favour, two were against and one abstained. Then on the 12th March 
approximately 200 Jews met to discuss the proposal and, following a passionate speech from 
Jabotinsky, 180 signed a seven-line resolution written in Hebrew. Unsurprisingly, many of the 
younger refugees wanted to liberate Palestine from Turkish rule. 
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Perhaps at this point a definition of what Zionism means may be helpful to the reader. 

Britannica.com defines Zionism as “Jewish Nationalist movement that had had as its goal the 

creation of a Jewish National State in Palestine, the ancient homeland of the Jews”. The Zionist 
ambition was achieved in 1948 with the founding of the State of Israel. 
 

 

 

 

The two Zionist 

leaders, Vladimir 

Ze’ev Jabotinsky 

(left)  

and Joseph 

Trumpeldor 

(right) 

 
 
Many British people at the time, in mostly upper-class circles, possibly influenced by anti-semantic 
beliefs, believed the deep-rooted myth of Jewish financial wealth. They also thought raising a 
Jewish fighting unit would benefit the war effort and there was also support by Christian Zionists 
to help the Jews reclaim their ancient homeland.  
 
The Jewish Committee and three volunteer representatives went to Cairo to see Ronald Graham, 
who was the War Office Minister. Whilst sympathetic, he advised the delegation that they must 
approach General Sir John Grenfell Maxwell, the British Commander in Egypt. When the 
delegation met Maxwell on 15th March he informed them, that under the Army Act, he was unable 
to enlist foreign nationals as fighting troops. However, he offered to form a volunteer transport 
Mule Corps though he couldn’t promise they would be sent to Palestine. The Act, Maxwell said, 
expressly forbade their numbers exceeding 2% of any Army Corps they were attached to and 

suggested they be called “The Assyrian Jewish Refugee Mule Corps”. 
 
The delegation was not happy with this and felt it demeaning to be part of the allied army as a 

“Donkey Battalion”. Many of the men had been taught drill by former Russian soldiers and were 
already primed to be fighting men. Jabotinsky was disappointed and decided to go to London to 
promote the idea of a Jewish Combat battalion. However, Trumpeldor saw things differently and 

is quoted as saying “we’ve got to smash the Turk. On which front you begin is a question of 

tactics; any front leads to a Zion”. 
 
Patterson had both support and backing for the role as Commander of the Zion Mule Corps 
(ZMC) from an old friend – Major General Sir Alexander Godley. He was appointed to the role 
by Maxwell and took up his post on 19th March 1915. He left Cairo for Alexandria that same day 

as the “refugees from Palestine were gathered together there as guests of the British 

Government”. Another meeting was held with the many volunteers whereby Trumpeldor gave a 
rousing speech. The volunteers, which included a Rabbi, a Doctor and Professor were also 
addressed by Patterson and Godley. Maxwell didn’t attend but his staff officer, Captain Holditch  
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spoke on his behalf. The volunteers heard that it would be the first time in British history that 
non-Britons or non-colonials would be admitted to a unit in the British forces. It was the first 

Jewish Military unit to be established in 2000 years. Godley told the meeting that “Today the 

English People have entered into a covenant with the Jewish People”.  
 
Perhaps most important of all was Patterson’s comment to the men at that meeting, that the soldier 
who carries supplies and ammunition to the trenches requires no less courage than a man who 
fires a rifle. On 23rd March the Jewish volunteers were sworn in at a refugee camp in the Gibbari 
district of Alexandria. 
 
The ZMC comprised five British Officers and eight Jewish Officers, and was divided into four 
troops each under the command of a British Officer. The ZMC had been raised in just four weeks 
in Alexandria and comprised over 700 men and 750 mules. The Shield of David formed the badge 
of the ZMC and Patterson encouraged the use of Jewish symbols throughout the battalion. He 
drilled them in English but insisted that the order of the day was given in Hebrew as most of the 
men only knew Hebrew.  It is believed that Patterson gave the ZMC its name. 
 
Sir Ian Hamilton inspected the ZMC on the 7th April 1915 just before he left for the Dardanelles. 

He wrote in his diary “I overhauled the Assyrian Jewish Refugee Mule Corps at Wardian Camp. 

The Commander, author of that thrilling shocker “The Man-Killers of Tsavo” finds Assyrian 

and mules rather a mouthful. The mules look very fit; so do the Assyrians and …. They may in 

fact, serve as ground bait to entice the big Jew journalists and Bankers towards our cause; the 

former will lend us the colour the latter the coin. Anyway, so far as I can, I mean to give the 

chosen people a chance”. 
 

In his book “With the Zionists in Gallipoli” Patterson wrote “strange that I should have arrived 

in Egypt just at the psychological moment when G Sir John Maxwell the C in C was looking 

for a suitable officer to raise and command a Jewish unit”. He admitted he was “imbued with 

Jewish traditions… and drawn to the land of where the Pharaohs had kept the children of Israel 

in bondage”.   
 
When leaving Egypt for Gallipoli the ZMC troops were split aboard two ships; Headquarters and 

two troops aboard H.M.T. Hymettus with Patterson, and two troops aboard H.M.T. Anglo-

Egyptian. They steamed out of the harbour on 17th April and arrived at Lemnos on 20th where 
they anchored at the entrance to Mudros. On 23rd April Patterson was informed that the Corps 
was to be divided and those aboard with him were to go with the 29th Division. The troops aboard 
the other ship were to go with the Australians and New Zealanders who had little or no transport 
support. Patterson was not happy about this as both groups would disembark miles apart. Sadly, 
the ZMC troops sent to work with the Anzacs didn’t get along with them and were returned to 

Egypt three weeks later. Patterson would later write in his book that “owing to lack of experience 

and management in handling them the two troops with the Australian and New Zealanders 

were sent back to Alexandra without reference to me”. 
 
When the 29th Division landed on the Gallipoli peninsula on 25/26th April the fighting troops had 
only been given rations for 2 days. The ZMC landed at Helles on 27/28 April and were the first 
animal transport unit on the peninsula and therefore played a vital role in taking supplies to the 
forward troops. Patterson said that it took three days for the Corps to disembark due to the lack 
of tugs, and then when loaded they waited hours for a trawler. 
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Whilst the ZMC was a non-fighting battalion some members of the Corps were known to have 
fought alongside the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. They unofficially joined in the battle helping the 
Inniskilling’s who had suffered terrible losses. 
 
By the end of July, the ZMC had been reduced to half and Patterson was dispatched to Egypt to 
get reinforcements. He took Claude Rolo, Captain Trumpledor and Corporal Groushkowsky 
D.C.M., with him to help with recruitment. Rolo was an eminent civil engineer who had 
constructed some of the most important buildings in Egypt. Trumpledor had been wounded in 
the shoulder and had refused to leave the battlefield.  On 5th May, near Krithia, Groushkowsky 
had prevented his mules from stampeding under heavy bombardment and despite being wounded 
in both arms delivered the ammunition and was awarded the D.C.M.  
 

 
ABOVE: Members of the ZMC at Gallipoli. 

RIGHT: Lt. General John Grenfell Maxwell  
  
Maxwell was very supportive and he engaged the leading “Israelites” of Cairo to assist in the 
recruitment drive. Within a few weeks one hundred and forty Jewish youths had been recruited 
and were quickly trained and bound for the Dardanelles. 
 

Extract from War Diary of the Director of Supplies and Transport (D.S.T.) 

“The Corps sailed from Alexandria on April 15th 1915 two troops went to Cape Helles and two 

to Anzac …. This latter portion (‘C’ and ‘D’ Troop) returned to Alexandria from Anzac on May 

28th1915, their strength being three British officers, two Jewish officers and 192 rank and file. 

Their state of discipline was bad and a very large number of men were not in a fit state of 

health and had to be discharged as infit for further service. The balance that remained, with 

few exceptions (and they were Russian Jews) were morally unfit and on June 16th, 1915, 

authority was received from D.S.T. at G.H.Q. for Troops ‘C’ and ‘D’ to be disbanded. In 

September (the) D.S.T. spoke to D.Q.M.G. advocating the disbandment of the small balance 

that remained at Cape Helles. This however was not approved by the C. in-C who was strongly 

in favour of the unit being maintained for political reasons and Col. Patterson was accordingly 

instructed to go down to Alexandria and recruit as many men as possible. Col. Patterson 

returned from Alexandria on 27th September having obtained 140 recruits.”  
 
Towards the end of November Patterson became ill and was sent to hospital and then evacuated 
to a hospital ship which reached Southampton on Boxing Day. The same day he was sent to 
London to stay with Lady Violet Brassey at 40 Upper Grosvenor Street S1 to convalesce. 
Trumpeldor became the new Corps Commander when Patterson had been evacuated from 
Gallipoli.  
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By December there were just 5 British and two Jewish Officers and 126 men left and the Corps 
was evacuated from Gallipoli 10th January 1916. The ZMC declined the offer to go to the Irish 
Rebellion and returned to the Middle East and was disbanded on 26th May 1916. It is suggested 
they were promised to be kept together for future military service and about 120 former ZMC 
men went to London and joined the 20th Battalion, London Regiment. Trumpledor, having lost an 
arm, was deemed unfit for the British Army so he returned to Russia. Jabotinsky, still perusing the 
idea of a Jewish Legion, went to see Patterson who was still convalescing to seek his help. When 
Patterson recovered, he was sent to Ireland to Command the 6th Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers. 
 
An official announcement was made in August 1917 that the 38th Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers 
was made up of former ZMC veterans, British volunteers and Russian Jews. Patterson was to head 
up this Battalion. By April 1918, the 39th Battalion, raised in Nova Scotia, was made up of mostly 
Jews who were resident in Canada and the United States of America. Palestinian Jews also applied 
to join the Legion with more than 1,000 enlisting. The ninety-two Ottoman Jews who had 
previously been captured in earlier fighting were also allowed to enlist. These men comprised the 
40th Battalion. The Jewish Legion was the ideological beginning of what was to become the Israel 
Defence Force (IDF). 
 
On 1st March 1919 the War Office published that Major (Hon Lt. Col) Patterson was mentioned 
in a dispatch from General Sir Ian Hamilton, dated 11th December 1915, for gallant and 
distinguished services in the field. 
 

Patterson wrote in his book With the Zionists in Gallipoli that “Many of the Zionists whom I 

thought were somewhat lacking in courage showed themselves fearless to a degree when under 

heavy fire, while Captain Trumpeldor actually revelled in it, and the hotter it became the more 

he liked it.  
 
Patterson’s military service file provides a useful insight. One issue was that of his rank whilst as 
Commander of the ZMC. He wrote to appeal against being paid as, and referred to, as Captain 

stating that “a junior officer on the staff of A.S.C. at the War Office thought fit to repudiate the 

promise given to me by General Maxwell, and on the strength of which I had gone to Gallipoli”.   
 

A hand written note (with indistinguishable signature) stated: The case is somewhat unusual. Capt 

(Hon. Lt. Col.) J. H. Patterson D.S.O., was empowered by Sir John Maxwell to raise the Zion 

Mule Corps for service in Gallipoli. The approved establishment was for the C.O. to be a 

Captain. This evidently rankles with him, and his grievance will be set forth in other papers 

presumably. He was invalided from Gallipoli some time ago and is now fit for service at home. 

He was therefore ordered in the usual way for duty. He declined. I understand that he 

interviewed Col Stringer & his attitude was that his liability for service was confined to duty 

with the Zion Mule Corps & that he was not prepared to undertake any other duty. If you agree 

his attitude is reasonable, I recommend that he is now permitted to resign – if not it will become 

a disciplinary matter, I presume. 
 
Major General Sir Louis Jean Bols, wrote a letter dated 25th August 1922 to Field Marshall Viscount 

Allenby (F.M.) informing him that he had just read Patterson’s book With the Judeans in 

Palestine. The letter stated “The book is an attack on your staff as constituted in 1917, 1918, 

1919, and 1920, and especially myself and the Adjutant General. As Officers such an attack 

can do us no harm for, we know your opinion of us, but if it is not placed on record that this  
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book is inaccurate and the charges made, unfair, it may affect any of those who come before 

the Secretary of State for higher appointment. I think that if the book is answered in the press 

or by another book it would only lead to advertising Patterson’s book. But I feel that the War 

Office, and the Foreign Office, the ---- Office should know that you consider the statements 

that have been made about your staff are untrue”. 

 

The F.M. wrote to the Army Council on the 19th September 1922 stating “I have not read Col 

Patterson’s book but the statement “the attitude of the local staff was diametrically opposed to 

the declared policy of His Majesty’s Government is untrue. The charges brought against them 

by Col. Patterson are without foundation. 

 
In the same file, there is a copy of a letter dated 10th March 1934, written by Patterson to the 
Ministry of Pensions requesting to be put on the pension list. The following is an extract from his 

letter “I am in my 67th year, and owing to illness and hardships endure during the Great War, 

I am now much enfeebled in health and see no prospect of being able to support myself and my 

invalid wife in the very near future. In addition, I have suffered very severe financial reverses 

also owing to the Great War. I would therefore beg that, in consideration of the services I have 

rendered to the State, and the illnesses contracted during that service, from which I am still 

suffering, I should be placed on the pension roll. While in Gallipoli I was shell shocked. And 

although I never allowed it to interfere with my duty, I suffered from it considerably. It affected 

both my nerves and my ears, and I continue to suffer from both to this present day. Towards 

the end of the Gallipoli campaign, I contracted jaundice and acute enteritis and was invalided 

to England by order of a Medical Board.” 
 
There is also a copy of a letter dated 13th March 1934 from F.M.  supporting Patterson being 

provided with a pension. The F.M. wrote “I strongly support the application from Lieut. Col 

J.R. Patterson to be placed on the pension roll. I have known him, well, before and during the 

Great War. His services to the Nation have been distinguished and valuable; and I can 

personally, vouch for his merit”. 
 
Patterson died on 18th June 1947 and his cremated remains were buried at Bel Air, California, 
U.S.A. In October 2014. The Jewish Press reported that the ashes of Patterson and his wife were 
to be buried in a specified plot overlooking the military section at Moshav Avihayil Cemetery, near 
Netanya in Israel. This fulfilled Patterson’s wish to be buried alongside some of his former soldiers. 
He and his wife were re-interred on 4th December 2014. 
 
Kevin Connolly of the BBC interviewed Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime Minster at that 
time, for a radio report on 30th November 2014. Netanyahu said that Patterson had got to know 
his father when they were in New York in the mid 1940’s campaigning for the Zionist cause. He 
referred to Patterson as being “the godfather of the Israeli Army”. His late brother, Yonatan (Yoni) 
was named after Patterson, who was his godfather. Yonatan, was the Commander of the elite 
Commando Unit Sayeret Matkai and was the only member of the IDF killed during Operation 
Entebbe to rescue 102 of the 106 hostages held at Entebbe Airport in 1976.  
 

Netanyahu said “As Prime Minister of Israel, I deem it to be a privilege to realise Lt. Col. 

Patterson’s wish to rest in the land of Israel… His return to Israel does historic justice to the 

man about whom Ze’ev Jabotinsky wrote never in Jewish history has there been in our midst a 

Christian friend of his understanding or devotion”. 
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We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 11th February 2022 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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