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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to The Tiger. 
 
As mentioned in my previous “Chairman’s Column” our Speakers List for 2022 continues to be 
finalized, with the first six months of the year now completed. I’m pleased to be able to confirm 
our Speakers from March to June, inclusive, are as listed below and I trust the wide range of 
subjects covered will appeal to you all.  
 

 

 

 

28th March 2022 
Guest Speaker: 
Alan Robinson 

 

The Mining War in 

the French Sector 

& War in the  

Vosges Mountains 
 

 

25th April 2022 
Guest Speaker: 

Dr Natasha Stoyce  
 

Scottish Women’s 

Hospitals on the 

Balkan Front 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30th May 2022 
Guest Speaker: 
Jamie Green 

 

Britain’s Railways &  

The Great War 

 
 

 
 

27th June 2022 
Guest Speaker: 

Dr Rodney Atwood 
  

Soldiers of God: 

British Chaplains on 

the Western Front  
 

 
Our February Speaker is given below and, as always, I look forward to seeing you all on the night. 
 
 
D.S.H. 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING 

 

 

28th February 2022 
 

Guest Speaker: Dr Paul Stamper 
 

Legacies of the First World War: 

Building for Total War 1914-1918 
 

As part of a Historic England project, Dr Stamper studied the 
physical remains of the Great War across England and co-
authored an excellent book on the subject. He will share his 
findings with us and also have copies of the book available for 
purchase.  
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DATES FOR YOUR GREAT WAR DIARY 

MARCH 

 
1st  1916 War at Sea Germany begins attacking ships in the Atlantic 

2nd  1916 Home Front Military Service Act comes into force – Conscription! 
2nd  1915 Gallipoli Bombardment of the Dardanelles Forts begins 

3rd  1918 Eastern Front Treaty of Brest-Litovsk  

5th  1916 Africa British advance on Kilimanjaro begins  

8th  1917 Germany General & Inventor, Ferdinand von Zeppelin, dies age 78 

8th  1917 Eastern Front  Russian “February Revolution” begins in earnest 

9th  1916 Western Front Germany declares War against Portugal 

9th  1916 Italian Front Fifth Battle of the Isonzo 

10th    1915 Western Front Battle of Neuve-Chapelle 
11th  1915 Home Front British declare blockade of all German ports 

11th  1917 Mesopotamia Capture of Baghdad 

11th  1918 USA Kansas - First documented case of Spanish ’flu 

13th  1918 Eastern Front Leon Trotsky gains control of the Red Army 

15th  1917 Russia  Tsar Nicholas II abdicates 

17th  1917 Western Front Bapaume captured 

18th  1915 Gallipoli Attempt to force The Narrows  

21st   1918 Western Front Operation Michael – Germany launches Somme offensive  

23rd  1915 Egypt Zion Mule Corps formed 

23rd   1918 Western Front Paris shelled by long-range gun from Crépy-en-Valois  

23rd  1918 Western Front Germans advance 14 miles towards River Somme 

25th  1915 War at Sea Neutral Dutch steamer SS Medea sunk by U-28 

25th  1917 Western Front Canadian flying ace, Billy Bishop, claims first victory 

26th   1917 Palestine First Battle of Gaza 
26th  1918 Western Front Ferdinand Foch appointed Generalissimo 

28th  1918 Western Front Mars Offensive – an attack along River Scarpe 

28th  1917 Palestine Jews expelled from Tel Aviv & Jaffa by Turkish authorities 

 

Captain Wyndham Halswelle 
1st Battalion, Highland Light Infantry 

Killed in Action 31st March 1915  
 

Captain Wyndham Halswelle was a Boer War veteran and British 
athlete who won a Gold Medal at the London Olympics of 1908 in 
controversial (and to this day, unique) circumstances. During the final 
of the 400m race, it was judged that Halswelle had been impeded on 
two separate occasions by two American opponents, a legitimate 
tactic as far as the Americans were concerned, but not permitted 
under British rules (which applied to that race). The Americans were 
disqualified and refused to participate in any re-run, leaving Halswelle 
to run alone to claim the gold medal. Seven years later, Halswelle was 
killed by a German sniper whilst serving in the Highland Light 
Infantry near the French village of Neuve Chapelle.    
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MARK’S SOURCES 

 
Following Martk Gamble’s excellent presentation at our last Branch Meeting he has, as requested, 
kindly provided a list of the sources mentioned, which are tabulated below. 
 

Online Resources 
 

Medal Index Cards 
Medal Rolls 

Silver War Badge Records 
Attestation and Discharge Papers 
Index to Officers Service Papers: 

WO339 and WO374 
War and Unit Diaries 

Medical Records 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk 

www.ancestry.co.uk 
 

Officer Commissions 
Officer Promotions 

Gallantry Awards and Citations 
The London Gazette 

www.thegazette.co.uk 
 
 

Army, Navy and Air Force Lists 
National Libraries of Scotland 

http://digital.nls.uk/british-military-lists 
 

Army Organisation 
Unit Histories 

Army Numbering 
Conscription and Terms of 

Military Service 
www.longlongtrail.co.uk 

 

The British & Commonwealth 
Military Insignia Database 

www.britishbadgeforum.com 
 

Prisoner of War Records 
International Committee of the Red Cross 

www.grandeguerre.icrc.org 
 

WWI Trench Maps and Aerial Photographs 
The Lloyd Reeds Map Collection - McMaster University 

https://library.mcmaster.ca/wwi-trench-maps-aerial-photographs 
 

For determining the locations of WWI Cemeteries and Places  
referenced in Service Papers, etc. 

For calculating distances moved on foot across the battlefield of the Great War 
www.google.co.uk/maps 

 
The Graves and Memorials of the Fallen 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
www.cwgc.org 

 
Registers of Soldiers Effects 

www.ancestry.co.uk 
 

Army Museums Ogilby Trust 
Portal to Regimental Museums 

and the Ogilby Muster, 
a resource for museum holdings of 

documents and photographs 
www.armymuseums.org.uk 

 
WW1 Military Pensions 

www.fold3.com 
(Also available to WFA Members on our 

national Website 
www.westernfrontassociation.com) 

 

Newspaper Sources 
www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk 

www.theeuropeanlibrary.org 
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“BRON” 
by Greg Drozdz  

 
What connects a peer of the realm, a winning Boat Race competitor, a Cabinet Minister, an 
agriculturalist, a Times war correspondent, a disabled amputee and a Royal Flying Corps pilot with 
the Lord of the Manor of Burbage here in Leicestershire?  
 
Well, it is slightly a trick question, as all these characteristics and occupations are really one person. 
Burbage has a connection of course with George Canning, the Prime Minister who lived in the 
village from 1808-1814, but our later statesman in question is Auberon Thomas Herbert (1876 -
1917), later Lord Lucas of Chudwell and Baron Lucas of Dingwall – English and Scottish titles. 
 
Lord Lucas’ connection with Burbage is that his ancestors – the de Greys, the Cowpers and latterly 
the Lucas family – were Lords of the Manor of Burbage and as such held the advowson of the 
parish of Aston Flamville with Burbage within their gift. The advowson was the right to nominate 
the rector to the living. The family owned a considerable amount of land within the village and its 
environs, known as demesne lands, although the later Lucas family members were never resident 
in the village. 
 
The title Lord Lucas had been created in 1663, or rather purchased from Charles II. As part of the 
sale negotiations a rather unusual clause was added to the arrangement – that the title could be 
passed through female line of descent rather than the traditional primogeniture – through male 
line only. Thus it was that the first holder of the title was a Baroness Lucas, Mary, the wife of 
Anthony de Grey, 11th Earl of Kent. This line of succession makes it the only title to do so in this 
way apart from the monarchy. 
 
Through marriages different families became cleft to this branch – the 
Cowpers and the Herberts, for instance. There is a beautiful 
monument in St Catherine’s Church, Burbage, to Anthony de Grey 
(shown right) and his wife, situated in the chancel. Auberon Herbert 
was related through his maternal side to the Cowpers and on his 
paternal side to the Herberts, the latter were from a Welsh family, who 
were Earls of Pembroke and Caernarvon. 
 
Such a pedigree, steeped in the aristocracy of the land, would easily 
have set Auberon Herbert apart. Yet, looking back in hindsight, we 
can see that for “Bron”, as he was known to his intimates, a large slice 
of fate would also intervene. 
 
Bron was born at Ashley near Barton on Sea on the Hampshire coast   
and in the New Forest, in May 1876. He lived in a delightful house known as Picket’s Post, near 
to the village of Burley. Living in such surrounds, it was hardly surprising that his prime interests 
became hunting, shooting and fishing – a bucolic childhood. Educated at Bedford Grammar 
School and then Balliol College, Oxford, Bron Lucas rowed twice in the Oxford boat, at number 
7, that defeated the Cambridge crew in the annual Boat Race in 1898 and again in 1899, when they 

lost to Cambridge. He also rowed in a Balliol eight that contained five Blues. The Balliol College 

War Memorial Book Vol II, records, in the usual elegiac terms, that Bron’s was not a starry 

academic career, he took a Third in Modern History, but that: “…his tastes were rather those of  
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the gipsy and he had an astonishing knowledge of birds and beasts and every wild thing. Far 

better than the ritual of games he loved his private adventures in the by-ways of the 

countryside”. 
 

   
Auberon Thomas Herbert (“Bron”) as Schoolboy, Gentlemen & Soldier 

 
What we know about Bron’s life can be divined not from what he wrote about it himself but from 
the lives of others to whom he was connected. His cousin was the socialite and hostess, Ettie 
Priscilla Grenfell, Lady Desborough (1867-1952), with whom he was extremely close and a virtual 

brother to her sons Julian and Billy Grenfell. In her biography, Ettie – The intimate life of the 

Dauntless Spirit of Lady Desborough by Richard Davenport -Hines, a picture of a rather diffident 
to circumstance Bron appears. He was a friend of Lord Tweedsmuir (1875 -1940), the author John 

Buchan, who wrote a reminiscence of him in These for Remembrance. 
 
What threads can we pull together from such sources to maketh the man? Bron had wanted to 
serve in the Boer War but his father would not let him There was always a difficult relationship 
between father and son. So much so that in 1893, Bron’s sister Clair, committed suicide as a protest 
against the treatment of the boy – a remarkable circumstance. Bron did go off to the war against 
the Boers in South Africa and at the relief of Ladysmith, went too far forward, and was shot in the 
foot. The wound was not treated properly, gangrene set in and after a prolonged battle against the 
gangrene, the leg had to be amputated from below the knee. Therefore, for the rest of his life he 
was disabled but this never held him back. People who came to know Bron were often amazed to 
find out that he was disabled in this way for his zest for life was totally undiminished. Indeed, 
Raymond Asquith would say of him that he brimmed with the “joy of life” and conquered his 
disability by “sheer vital force”. 
 
The Desborough’s hospitality at their Saturday to Monday gatherings, where the emphasis was on 
relaxation and fun combined with serious conversation were legendary. These provided a setting 
where leading politicians of both persuasions, and even some more radical thinkers like Sidney 
(1859-1947) and Beatrice Webb (1888-1943) could mingle, away from the Westminster babble. It 
would not be uncommon for A J Balfour (1843 – 1930) and Herbert Asquith (1852 – 1928) to be 
at the same diner table at Taplow Court. 
 

The chronicle of this family life was encapsulated by Ettie in Pages from a Family Journal 1888-

1915. Bron features heavily throughout the book, being treated as elder brother to Julian and Billy.  
The book was a memorial to her two sons, who both died within months of each other in 1915. 
Julian, in the photograph, died of wounds at Boulogne on May 26th 1915. A day later his famous  
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poem Into Battle was published posthumously and lifted him into the pantheon of war poets 
although his was not the vitriol of Sassoon or Owen, more a patriotic call to action. 
 

   
Ettie, Lady Desborough (left) and her sons Julian (centre) and Billy (right) 

 
Billy Grenfell was killed near Hooge, in the Ypres Salient on July 30th 1915. There is a letter written 
by Bron to Ettie, shortly after the death of Julian, which captures his humanity: 
 

“You know that I was fonder of Julian than of any other living man and never can anyone else 

be the same to me that he was. It was not merely that we had so many things in common and 

that I was never so happy as when I was riding, shooting or fishing with him. I think his 

personality counted for more…I think of all the happy times we had, and of his spirits, his 

keenness, his skill, his intense enjoyment of everything that boy or man, sportsman or poet, 

loves; of the way he made everyone adore him, of the way he was the centre of all he did; and 

it seems that a great part of my life is torn from me….”. 
 
Bron found male company easier and indeed in Davenport-Hines’ book he is described as a 
misogynist. Ettie, Lady Desborough, in the photo, and his sister Nan Ino were then only women 

with whom he found easy company. He later wrote to Ettie: “you have filled a place that has 

been vacant ever since Clair’s death and if you knew what that meant to me you would know 

what a sheet anchor it is…. you and she are the only women I have ever looked up to for 

sympathy and help and encouragement and the great gifts that a woman can give a man” 
 
In 1905, his Uncle Francis Thomas de Grey Cowper, the 8th Baron Lucas and 4th Lord Dingwall 
died, and the titles passed to Bron. Not only the titles but a substantial house in Bedfordshire – 
Wrest Park – which still stands today. The unwanted magnificence of Wrest was dealt with by 
leasing the house to the United States Ambassador, Whitelaw Reid. The pick of the art treasures, 
garnered over years by the de Greys, were given to the National Gallery.  
 
There was also a London property, 4 St James’s Square, which today houses the In and Out (Naval 
and Military Club). In the Square the houses are numbered consecutively. Number 5, next door, is 
infamous as in the 1980s it was the Libyan Embassy from which, allegedly, WPC Yvonne Fletcher 
was shot and murdered, a few yards away in the road on 17th April 1984. 
 
The Webbs, socialist to the core, dined with Lord Lucas at 4 St James Square. They were eager to 
see if there was an opportunity to influence an incoming Liberal administration. Beatrice Webb  
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wrote the following in her diary: “the new baron seemed an attractive creature, dreary and 

vague, with a charming veracity and gentleness of nature, with (for a grand seigneur) simple 

tastes and ways and public spirited and philanthropic impulses”. She found him “a mere child 

in knowledge and thought on social and economic questions”, with no “notion of work” and 

therefore “useless but not dangerous to the cause of reform”. 
 

Despite a life in town, Bron was very much a countryman and enjoyed the amenities that some of 
his inherited possessions afforded him. Properties in the Ribble Valley in Lancashire provided the 
perfect backdrop for the pursuit of his country interests around the villages of Sawley, Grindleton 
and Wigglesworth. He was an agriculturalist and he established a fine herd of Shorthorns that won 
prizes at Dairy Shows and Smithfield. He also bred Yorkshire White Pigs. 
 

 

 
Lord Lucas also bought a house, Whiteslea, on the 
Norfolk Broads, which was really a shooting lodge 
and accumulated through purchase, 3,000 acres of 
the Norfolk Broads. The photograph on the left 
shows a typical shooting party at Whiteslea. 
 
On succession to the title, Bron was confirmed as 
a member of the House of Lords. A Liberal in 
politics, as one of the few peers of the realm of that 

persuasion, he found that he had a political career almost by default. He became Private Secretary 
to Mr. Haldane at the War Office in 1907 and in 1908 Under Secretary for War. In 1911 he was 
Under Secretary for the Colonies and later in the year Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Agriculture. In 1912 he became a Privy Councillor – The Right Honourable Lord Lucas. In 1914 
he entered the Cabinet as the Minister for Agriculture Fisheries and Food (President of the Board 
of Agriculture). His New Forest upbringing and interests suited him for the role. 
 

In Asquith’s cabinet, he sat next to Winston Churchill, the latter commenting in his book World 

Crisis of Bron that: “…his pleasing presence, his compulsive smile, made him much courted 

by his friends, of whom he had many and of whom I was one. Young for the Cabinet, heir to 

splendid possessions, happy in all that surrounded him, he seemed to have captivated 

Fortune”. 
 

Thus Bron was part of the War Cabinet who 
prosecuted the war with Germany and the war was 
to come even closer for him. The formation of a 
Coalition Cabinet in May 1915 brought forward his 
resignation and a desire, despite his age, to serve on 
the Western Front. Since 1903 he had been part of 
the volunteer military movement in the Hampshire 
Yeomanry but in leaving Parliament he undertook 
flying training at Gosport and began as an instructor 
to other recruits in this country and then he was 
stationed in Ismailia in Egypt with 14 Squadron. He 
is far left in the photograph shown right. In common  
with others, he had grown a moustache to add gravitas to his presence. He was mentioned in 
dispatches in September 1916 but in October was transferred to 22 Squadron as Flight 
Commander and got his wish of a transfer to France. 
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On 3rd November 1916, at the tail end of the 

Battle of the Somme, he went up in an FE2b 
aircraft to escort a reconnaissance flight and 
in a strong tail wind was blown over enemy 
lines. Having completed the necessary task his 
plane turned for home but a strong headwind 
made progress more difficult. At that moment 
his group were attacked by a number of 
German fighters. Bron was shot in the back 
of the head and leg and lost consciousness. 
His Observer, Lieutenant Anderson, tried to 
stop the plane from side slipping but the  

An FE2b Aircraft 

engine gave put and the plane crash-landed behind German lines. Bron never regained 
consciousness. Anderson was thrown from the wreckage and survived the war. 
 
Bron died on the same day, his body having been extricated from the wreckage and was buried in 
the local communal cemetery by the Germans at Barastre. Initially, he was reported as Missing in 
Action but then news was received of his death in captivity. Four other members of 22 Squadron 
had been lost on the same day. 
 
Lieutenant Anderson wrote a note after the war to the distraught family, which is in the 

Desborough archives in Hertford Record Office: “an enemy machine came through the clouds 

on our tail. We had turned to meet him but as we were firing at him, two more dropped onto 

our tail…..our machine was simply riddled with bullets…Looking down I saw that Lucas was 

bending down in his seat and thinking that he was working the switches, I put out my hand to 

shake him, but then I discovered that he was hit through the back of the head and unconscious”.    
 
Eventually, as the British advanced during 1918 and territory fell to the allies, Lucas’s grave was 
identified along with several others and the bodies exhumed and placed in the HAC Cemetery at 
Ecoust -St-Mein, where it lies today in the Commonwealth War Graves cemetery. The exhumation 
report states that one of the identifying features of the corpse was officer’s clothing, an RFC Pilot’s 
badge, a badge of rank and a DSO ribbon. The latter is mistaken for Bron was never decorated 
with this type of medal. He would have worn a medal ribbon for South Africa. He would 
posthumously receive, in February 1917, The Order of Karageorge (4th Class) (with swords) from 

the Serbian government. A close friend, the diplomat Maurice Baring, wrote and published an “In 

Memoriam” eulogy to him. 
 
Whilst Bron had been away from Wrest Park, his sister Nan Ino 
Herbert (1880 –1958), shown right, had managed his affairs. The house 
was given over to be a military hospital for convalescing soldiers in 
April 1916 – the first country house in the whole of the land to be given 
over to such purposes. She now had to deal with an estate worth 
£100,000 (over £6 million in today’s currency). Wrest Park was sold 
privately to brewing interests. 
 
The estate started to divest itself of assets. Prints, for instance were 
donated to the British Library in Bron’s memory. It was thus that one 
of the assets – the advowson for Aston Flamville and Burbage - was  
 

9 



given to Balliol College – as a memorial to Bron at his alma mater. So, the Rectorship at Burbage, 
can now be considered something of a War Memorial itself in the village. A memorial to one man 
and his family, who had connections with the village, stretching back over centuries. 
 
This was part of a process already underway in the family. Bron had sold 337 acres of the 
Outwoods estate in 1907. In 1938, Nan Ivo Herbert gave by way of gift, 74 acres of Burbage 
Common and the ownership of the manorial rights of Burbage Common to be maintained forever 
as an open space or Public Park. More significantly, but of less size, was the small area of green in 
the centre of the village which Nan gave over from the estate to be the site of the village War 
Memorial. 
 

  
Burley War Memorial, which names “Bron” as the Right Hon. Lord Lucas 

 
Bron is commemorated on several war memorials – Bedford Grammar School, Balliol College, 
Burley in the New Forest (see photos), Sawley, Grindleton and Wigglesworth in the Ribble Valley, 
in the House of Lords and Silsoe, the village close to Wrest Park. Perhaps it is now time to 
acknowledge him within Burbage, in some way or other.  
 

  
The unveiling of Burbage War Memorial (on 

land given by Nan Herbert) on  

 26th February 1921 

(Phoro courtesy of www.roll-of-honour.com) 

H.A.C. Cemetery, Ecoust-St. Mein 

“Bron” rests here in  

Plot VIII, Row C, Grave 17 

 
After all, although Cowper Road and Lucas Road are so fittingly named, I suspect that you would 
be hard pressed to find but a few people who realised the connection and significance of those 
road names. 
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KEW GARDENS GREAT WAR MEMORIAL  
AND THE VERDUN OAK TREE 

by Lynn Roffee  
 
Most people know Kew Gardens for its diverse living and botanical collections of some 50,000 
plants and the biodiversity work it undertakes in helping to protect global plants. However, many 
people may not be aware of the War Memorial and the story of the Verdun Oaktree. 
 
Kew Gardens remained open during the First World War providing a calming environment for 
fighting men recovering from physical wounds and mental anguish. It was also available for civilian 
visitors and provided a location for growing vegetables and medicinal plants. In addition, senior 
staff, who were too old for military service, were engaged in reserve work outside of their everyday 
work to help support the war effort. 
 
There were known to be 124 Kew men who enlisted for war service. By 1915, women were for 
the first time employed at Kew to cover some of the roles of the men. During that year 24 out of 
38 regular gardeners were women. Initially, the women worked in the flower and rock gardens, 
and herbaceous areas later, and during the war they took on other roles. Despite being formally 
trained at horticultural colleges the women’s appointments were met with some negativity from 
those who didn’t think women could do the job. After the war, things began to get back to the 
way they had been, and by early 1922 there were no female horticulturists working at Kew.  
 
The Kew Guild asked Sir David Prain, the Director of Kew Gardens, to accept a War Memorial 

Plaque on behalf of the Guild and Kew staff. The Guild agreed that “some fitting monument 

(should be erected) to their comrades of the Guild in a prominent place in the Garden, so that 

the public and Kewites yet unborn might be reminded of the part Kewites had taken in this 

Great War.” 

 

 
The Kew Memorial Temple & War Memorial 

 
 
The Guild had set a target to raise £150 for the memorial but achieved £170.10s 10d. The surplus 
was used to form the foundation of an Education Scheme for Kew Horticulturalists. 
 
On Wednesday, 25th May 1921, the Director unveiled a commemorative bronze War Memorial in 
the Temple of Arethusa to honour the loss of Kewites. The Temple, a Grade II listed building, 
designed by Sir William Chambers for Princess Augusta in 1758, is sited opposite the Palm House. 
Relatives of the men named on the plaque were present together with many old Kewites.  
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The names of the 37 fallen men who had responded to the call of duty are engraved on the 
memorial. Sir Robert Lorimer, a Scottish Architect and Furniture Designer, appointed as one of 
the Architects for the Imperial War Grave Commission (IWGC), designed this. He was 
responsible for designing the Commissions’ cemeteries in Italy, Germany, Egypt and Macedonia. 
In 1921 he was appointed as the Principal Architect to the IWGC and designed the naval 
memorials at Chatham, Plymouth and Portsmouth and the Scottish National War Memorial. 
 
Detailed below are just 4 of the 37 named men on the memorial: 
 
1. Lance Corporal Charles Henry Anderson, 2326, 1st/14th Battalion, London Regiment (London 
Scottish) died on 29th November 1916. Anderson was awarded the Albert Medal, and the following 
citation is an extract from The London Gazette No. 30156, 29th June 1917:- 
 

The King has been graciously pleased to award the Decoration of the Albert Medal of the First 

Class in recognition of the gallantry of Lce. Cpl. Charles Henry Anderson, late of the 1st/14th 

Bn. Of the London Regt., who lost his life in France in November last in saving the lives of 

others. On the 28th Nov., 1916, Lce. Cpl. Anderson was in a hut in France with eleven other 

men when, accidently, the safety pin was withdrawn from a bomb. 

 

In the semi-darkness he shouted a warning to the men, rushed to the door, and endeavoured to 

open it so as to throw the bomb into a field. Failing to do this, when he judged that the five 

seconds during which the fuse was timed to burn elapsed, he held the bomb as close to his body 

as possible with both hands in order to screen the other men in the hut. Anderson himself and 

one other man was mortally wounded by the explosion, and five men were injured. The 

remaining five escaped unhurt. Anderson sacrificed his life to save his comrades. 
 

Anderson’s grave can be found in St. Venant Communal Cemetery in France. 
 

 

 

 
 

Charles Frederick Ball The “C F Ball” Shrub Walter Henry Morland 
 
2. Private Charles Frederick Ball, 16445, 7th Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers (Pals Battalion) died 
on 13th September 1915. Ball was born and raised in Loughborough. He worked at Kew and in 
1903 moved to work as Assistant Gardner, and later Foreman, at the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Glasnevin in Dublin. Ball was a Life Member of the Kew Guild and its journal paid tribute to him: 

“Even while on active service in Gallipoli his love of collecting persisted, and numerous 

seedlings are growing at Glasnevin from seeds he sent home, gathered in the vicinity of Suvla 

Bay”. 
 

12 



Ball, who landed at Suvla Bay on 9th August 1915, is buried at Lala Baba Cemetery, at Gallipoli in 

Turkey. In his memory, a cultivar of the South American shrub Escallonia is named “C.F. Ball”.  
The shrub, which can still be purchased today, has dark green leaves and bright red flowers and 
attracts bees. 
 
3. Private Walter Henry Morland, 2092, 5th Battalion, Royal Scots (Queen’s Edinburgh Rifles) died 
on 2nd May 1915. Morland was born in Maidstone and had worked in Cambridge, Oxfordshire and 
Kew Gardens before joining Edinburgh Royal Botanic in 5th January 1909 as a rose specialist. 
  
Morland is said to be the catalyst behind the creation of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 
(RBGE) Guild becoming the 1st RBGE Secretary. When Morland enlisted he temporarily 
suspended his activities with the Guild. However, he agreed to write for the Kew Guild Journal. 
He enlisted at Edinburgh in September 1914, and left with the Regiment on 19th March 1915 for 
Egypt. He is said to have died in a wooded area below Krithia on 2nd May 1915. It was originally 
thought that the enemy had taken Morland prisoner, but his mates found his body during a later 
advance.  He has no known grave and is remembered on the Helles Memorial. 
  
4. Munro Briggs Scott, 2nd Lieutenant, 12th Battalion, Royal Scots. He joined East Surrey Regiment 
as a Private, and later Suffolk Regiment where he was a Lance Corporal. He died on 12th April 
1917. He was posted to France in January 1917. On 25th April 1917 the Perthshire Advertiser 
stated that Scott had been wounded and was shot dead whilst being attended by the RAMC. 
However, a different story appeared on 28th April 1917 in the Fife Free Press & Kirkland Guardian, 
which stated that a high explosive shell killed him that burst in a trench just before the platoon 
went into action. He has no known grave and is remembered on the Arras Memorial. He worked 
as an Assistant Botanist in the Herbarium at Kew Gardens from 1914-1916. 
 

 

 
 
 
Sir David Prain, LEFT, 
Director of Kew Gardens and 
RIGHT his son Theodore, 
who served as a Lieutenant in 
the Leicestershire Regiment 

 
 
Sir David Prain was born in Scotland in 1857 and studied medicine at the University of Aberdeen 
gaining an MA in 1878. He taught for a couple of years and then went to the University of 
Edinburgh where he obtained an MB ChM. In 1884 the Indian Medical Service looked for a 
medical student with a botanical interest and following a recommendation, by Sir George King, 
Sir David was appointed to the job. In 1887 he was appointed as the Curator of the Calcutta 
Herbarium. In 1898, he was appointed as the Director of the Royal Botanic Garden in Calcutta 
and in 1905 appointed as the Director of the Royal Botanic Garden in Kew, where he remained 
until 1922.  
 
Sir David’s son, Lieutenant Theodore Prain (1888-1914), a 1st Class Interpreter in French, served 
with ‘C’ Coy. 1st Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment. Theodore was commissioned in the 
Leicestershire Regiment on 4 October 1910 serving with the 1st Battalion in India. He disembarked  
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at St Nazaire on the 10th September 1914 and was killed in action on 21st  October 1914 at Rue de 
Bois, near Armentieres, during the First Battle of Ypres. Theodore was mentioned in Sir John 
French’s Dispatches in The Supplement to The London Gazette on 17th February 1915 (1661) and 
is remembered on the Ploegstreet Memorial. 
 

Extract from War Diary 1st Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment 

 

21 Oct Wed.  Ordered to relieve W. Yorks in CHEMICAL FACTORY-RUE DE BOIS line at 

8.00pm. Casualties 1 killed 1 wounded. 

 

22 Oct Thurs. Field Trenches heavily shelled by shrapnel & heavy Howitzers all day. 

Causalities Lt. Prain & Lt. Dods. 

 

Lt Smeathman wounded and died. 11 other ranks killed & 25 wounded. 

 

(Note: CWGC records show Prain and Dods died on 21 October and Smeathman died on 24 

October 1914 at the Base Hospital, Bailleul.) 

 
The Verdun oak tree bench narrative is a fascinating one. An acorn from a sessile oak tree 

(Quercus Petraea) was dispersed, and collected from the war-torn battlefield of Verdun, France, 
in 1917. The acorn was planted at Kew in 1919 and grew into a Mighty Oak Tree near the Palm 
House Pond. It was a living memorial to those that lost their lives or were wounded at Verdun 
until 28th October 2013. Sadly, the St Jude’s Day storm caused significant damage to the tree and 
resulted in it being felled. However, the Arboretum’s head, Tony Kirkham had the idea of creating 
a commemorative outdoor seat from the tree’s timber to mark the 100th anniversary of the Battle 
of Verdun.  
 

 

The bench was made from the trunk of the tree and 
was unveiled in 2016, after being transformed into a 

“Remembrance and Hope” bench (shown left) 
which visitors can find near the Palm House Pond 
opposite the Temple of Arethusa. The bench is a 
looped design motif, partially in scorched oak, 
reminiscent of the barbed wire of the First World 
War battle zone. The other side facing the Palm 

House, has an “open, convex form” signifying 

“outward looking and hopeful”.   

 

There is a second Verdun bench, its “V” shape being unintentional and was made from a “wedge” 
shaped part of the same Verdun Oak leftover when nails hidden in the tree trunk broke the saw 
blade. This bench was also unveiled in 2016 and is located near the Temple of Aeolis. 
 
But that’s not the end of the story. More recently, a young sapling grafted from this tree was 
planted in the same spot as the original oak on 8th November 2018 as a symbol of new hope and 

to honour the 37 fallen Kew staff. The 14th Century old English proverb “Mighty Oaks – from 

little acorns grow” is particularly relevant to this mighty oak. As a result, visitors will hopefully 
enjoy this moving Memorial for the next hundred years. 
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WYGGESTONIAN BROTHERS AT WAR  
(PART I) 

by Roy-Anthony Birch  

 

 

One of the most fulsome of any of the tributes paid to our gallant 
wartime heroes, and indeed one of the most entertaining accounts 

of one of his many exploits, appeared in The Illustrated Leicester 

Chronicle of Saturday May 27th 1916. Only the smallest minority 
of readers are likely to have demurred from the article’s opening 

gambit, to the effect that “Among the ninety or more naval and 

military officers who were personally decorated by His Majesty 

The King at Saturday’s investiture, was one in whose remarkable 

military service Leicester people will take the keenest interest”. 
But this was by no means the first time, nor yet the last, that a 
certain Arthur Ernest Eaton had featured in the columns of our 

local newspapers. An item in The Leicester Daily Post of Saturday 
February 26th 1916, for example, showed how no less a personage 
than the Borough’s longest serving wartime Mayor had expressed 
as keen an interest as anyone in the selfsame officer’s achievements:  

Arthur Ernest Eaton 

 
LEICESTER OFFICER’S DISTINCTION; THE FRENCH WAR CROSS 

 
The Mayor of Leicester, Alderman J. North, having heard of the brave conduct of Lieutenant 
A.E. Eaton on the French front, laid the facts before the French authorities and has received 
the following reply from Le Lieutenant-Colonel S/Chef du Cabinet acting on the order of the 
relevant Minister: - 
Paris 16th February 1916, to His Worship The Mayor: 
You wished, in your letter of 11th January, to call my attention to the brave conduct 
of Lieutenant A.E. Eaton, 178th Royal Engineers, on the French front in October 1915. I have 
the honour to bring to your knowledge the fact that Lieutenant A.E. Eaton has been named 
for the Order of The French Army (Order 2366/D) of the 4th February 1916, with the following 
particulars: 
EATON; Arthur E. Lieutenant, 184th Company Sappers, displayed courage and exceptional 
daring in making, whilst on foot, a personal reconnaissance in front of the fortified enemy 
lines, and brought back valuable information. 
The citation gives him the right to the French War Cross with palm. I am happy to see thus 
realised, your kind intentions with regard to Mr Eaton. With compliments, Yours Faithfully 
etc. 

 
Although Arthur Ernest Eaton is known to have held a rank no higher than Temporary Lieutenant 
at the time of the award of the Croix de Guerre, he went on to become one of The Wyggeston 
School’s most senior military officers and one of the most highly decorated of the entire 1914-18 

conflict, if not the most highly decorated Old Wyggestonian. Born in Leicester on Christmas Eve 
1884, he was the second of at least three sons - all Old Wyggestonians (O.W.s) of Mr John and 
Mrs Christiana Eaton of Evington Drive, Leicester. Each of these three was to serve with 
distinction during the so-called “Great War”, with Arthur especially said to have been attracted to  
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army life long before the onset of hostilities. His earliest military experience came through 
membership of the Leicester Volunteers with whom her remained until c. 1908, gaining his 
sergeant’s stripes in a little over a year, and successfully completing a course in musketry at Hythe, 
to give him a head start perhaps, in time, as a potential junior officer. 
 
But the days of professional soldiering were yet to come. On leaving The Wyggeston in c. 1900, 
Arthur was articled in electrical engineering to Messrs. Gent & Co. Ltd., “Telephone Makers” 
amongst much else, by then occupying their new Faraday Works (a.k.a. “The Foundry Works”), 
in St. Saviours Road East, Leicester; not so far from the parental home. This laid the foundation 
for his career in civilian life pre-1914, with a post in engineering in London secured after leaving 
Leicester, prior to his obtaining an appointment with a French engineering enterprise with whom 
he remained for two years, living near Paris for the duration. 
 
By March 1915, having returned to England, Arthur responded to Britain’s Call to Arms and 
enlisted as a ranker with the Motor Transport Section of the Army Service Corps. But within what 
seems no time at all - in fact on March 26th 1915, he was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant and posted 
to 7th (Service) Battalion The Leicestershire Regiment, with whom he crossed to France within a 
few weeks more; this somewhat speedy progress again perhaps owing more than a little to his 
experience with the Territorials. His appointment as bombing officer to his company may be seen 
as timely recognition of yet another of his proven talents. But the work for which he was 
Mentioned in Dispatches on September 21st 1915 acknowledged even more readily what swiftly 
became his speciality and the type of initiative for which he was almost routinely decorated: viz; 

“for plucky reconnaissance on a German advance post, destroying bomb stores and killing 

garrison”. 
 

“Reconnaissance in front of the fortified enemy lines”, as quoted earlier from The Leicester 

Daily Post, had indeed been key to the award of the Croix de Guerre in October 1915. But a 
certain ambiguity occurs even within the few paragraphs comprising that same article over the 
actual R.E. Company to which Lieutenant Eaton was attached at the time of the exceptionally 
daring deed. For here we see references to both the 178th and the 184th Company Sappers, which, 
to my mind at least, raises the possibility that he served first with one and then the other – and in 
that order, and that it was whilst with the 178th that he gained the French War Cross. (References 
to hand covering the relevant period appear to show him only as “General List”). Similarly, I 
cannot currently specify the R.E. unit to which A.E. Eaton belonged when awarded the Pour la 
Merite in the autumn of 1915. But it might well have been in connection with a report dated 

October 21st 1915 to the effect that the officer had gained distinction “by recovering men from a 

blown mine, and while doing this had been gassed, but made a good recovery”. 
 

In stating that 2nd/Temporary Lieutenant Eaton was transferred to the Royal Engineers on 
September 25th 1915, however, we are on surer ground, just as we are in affirming that it was as a 
member of 184th Tunnelling Company R.E. that he accomplished the sequence of tasks – tests of 
nerve and of physical endurance, which attracted the most prestigious of his many decorations; 
that which, by definition, bestowed the greatest distinction. Thus we turn to the Supplement to The 
London Gazette of 22nd January 1916 for a truly impressive list of awards for service in all the main 
theatres of the War, including The Dardanelles, Mesopotamia, and East Africa. But our immediate 
interest lies not in the FOUR MORE V.C.’s related newspaper headline, nor even in the no fewer 
than 179 D.C.M.s. But rather, under the heading DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER, and 
irrespective of apparent inconsistencies regarding the recipient’s rank: viz: - 
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Temporary 2nd Lieutenant Arthur Ernest Eaton; General List (late 7th Bn. The Leicestershire 
Regiment attached 184th Tunnelling Company Royal Engineers “For conspicuous gallantry 
and determination near Moulin de Fargny on the night of 4th/5th January 1916: Lieutenant 
Eaton made the most daring reconnaissance, remaining six-and-three-quarter hours behind 
the German lines and bringing back valuable information. He stunned a German sentry whom 
he believed to be aware of his presence, and finally had to swim back to the point from which 
he started”. 

 

The Times of Monday 24th January 1916 carried much the same information under the heading 
HEROISM IN BRIEF; GALLANT DEEDS AND THEIR REWARD, while subscribers to The 
Leicester Daily Post of the same date would have been hard pressed to miss the headlines GALLANT 

SOLDIERS: FORMER LEICESTER OFFICER GETS THE D.S.O. But I return to The 

Illustrated Leicester Chronicle of Saturday May 27th 1916, referenced at the beginning of my 

current article, for what I described as “one of the most entertaining accounts” of Mr Eaton’s 

exploits. This came from a special correspondent of the Morning Post and formed part of the 
I.L.C. article, having first been published in the Post on March 17th 1916. Although one might 
sympathise with the correspondent’s reproach to the authorities for what he saw as the often 
meagre detail relating to military awards; where Mentioned in Dispatches he suggests, for example, 

almost invariably receives a perfunctory “for excellent service in connection with patrol duties”, 

one has to say that The London Gazette’s depiction of Mr Eaton’s Distinguished Service goes as 

far as column inches might allow, to do him justice. But for all that, The Post’s correspondent’s 
telling of the tale is a gem; irrespective of slight deviations from the official citation. In the main, 
it is certainly a reliable account: viz; - 
 
“A truly remarkable story comes from the region of the marshes. A certain officer of the Royal 
Engineers, having formed the opinion that the Germans were engaged in mining from the 
shelter of a small plantation, determined to find out the exact state of matters. He left our lines 
after nightfall and took to the causeways. He dodged German patrols by hiding in the reeds 
before wading and swimming, and made his way right behind the enemy’s lines. Wandering 
across country, a little from his objective, he was more than a little surprised when a battery 
of artillery opened fire from the shelter of an adjacent wood where its presence had not been 
suspected. The officer took careful note of the battery’s position and went on his way. 
 
Presently, in the darkness, he stumbled across a road and rolled down a bank into a ditch near 
to where a convoy of empty wagons was standing, guarded by a sentry. He made certain that 
the noise of his fall had not attracted the attention of the sentry, and laid low until the sentry 
seemed assured that all was well. The officer then crawled cautiously up to the sentry, and 
springing upon him from behind, clubbed him. The German now fell into the ditch and the 
clatter of his accoutrements as he fell made such a din that the British officer leapt into the rear 
wagon and hid under some coverings. Shortly afterwards, enemy transport men appeared 
with horses and yoked up in great haste, apparently forgetting all about the sentry. The 
convoy moved off, but on finding that it was going in a contrary direction to that which suited 
him, our officer promptly dropped off the wagon, taking its number pennant with him as a 
souvenir, and again rolled into the ditch. Taking to the fields once more, he eventually reached 
the wood; made his observations, and proceeded to find his way back to turn along the wing 
of the German trenches where they meet in the marshes. He got to the German firing trench 
and crawled along it behind the shelter of the back parapet. 
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At this particular moment, the Germans began a sharp bombing attack against our line, to  
which we responded vigorously, so that the noise of the engagement materially helped to 
mask our officer’s progress. Presently, to his surprise, he came upon the entrance to a skilfully 
concealed dug-out behind the German line and, reconnoitring it, perceived two German 
officers within it. Our officer had a waterproof hand-grenade in his wallet that had not 
deteriorated in spite of immersion in the marshes. Profiting by the prevailing noise, he 
promptly bombed the dug-out before continuing on his way. He had no need to take to the 
marshes, however, for the Germans attempted another small attack and, taking advantage of 
the confusion, our officer fell, now quite deliberately, rather than scrambled, into one of our 
communication saps, utterly exhausted after six hours of extraordinary risk and strain. But he 
brought back information of the utmost value”. 

 

With the I.L.C. article having opened with a reference to “the ninety or more naval and military 

officers who were personally decorated by His Majesty The King”, we turn now to The 

Times of Monday 22nd May 1916 for a little more detail published under the heading COURT 
CIRCULAR viz; - 

 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE MAY 20TH 1916 

 
“The following Officers had the honour of being received by The King this morning when His 
Majesty invested them with the insignia of the respective divisions of the Orders into which 
they have been admitted”. 
 
. . . . and among the total of 24 names under the heading DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER 
we find “Captain Arthur Eaton Royal Engineers”, with promotion having come to Mr Eaton 
almost certainly on the strength of the service for which the D.S.O. was awarded. (We are just as 
likely to be safe in thinking that the now Captain’s transfer to the Royal Engineers in the first place 
- on 25th September 1915, had been based on a similar principal: i.e. of his having been MiD literally 
four days previously). Supplement to The London Gazette 4th May 1916 under Corps of Royal 
Engineers; “the undermentioned to be Temporary Captains whilst commanding a section of 
a Tunnelling Company; dated 24th February 1916: Temporary 2nd Lieutenant A.E. Eaton 
D.S.O.”. 

 
Additional information in the local press at around the time of the investiture in May 1916, 
confided that Captain Eaton was on sick leave in Leicester recovering from the cumulative effects 
of prolonged gas inhalation; the implication being that noxious fumes had been ingested more 
during the perilous work of mining operations then from anything the enemy might have cared to 
deliver over and above ground. The hope that the officer would soon be able to resume his duties 
at the front was duly realised, and he continued in command of “his” Tunnelling Company – 
probably, though not necessary, the 184th, until 23rd June 1917. Whether or not a further bout of 
ill-health was responsible for the ensuing hiatus, I cannot say. But we know that he was reappointed 
Acting Captain on 4th August 1917, prior to being created Lieutenant-Colonel in 1918 and Colonel 
in 1919. 
 
By 1920, Arthur Eaton’s illustrious gallery of awards had been added to by The Legion d’Honneur 
and the Order of Palmes Academiques; this last, instituted by L’Emperor Napoleon l in 1808, is 
generally bestowed on those who have rendered exceptional service in education or enhanced the 
prestige of French culture and society. But our story is not ended, even here; as we shall see next 
time. 
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We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 18th March 2022 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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