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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN 
 

Welcome again, Ladies and Gentlemen, to The Tiger. 
 
As our cover photograph illustrates, another step on the “return to normality” was taken over the 
weekend of 2nd and 3rd of April, with the Branch attending the Global History Festival at De 
Montfort University and then the A.G.M. of the Leicestershire & Rutland Family History Society 
at Grace Road Cricket Ground on consecutive days. In the past, these types of events have proved 
to be of value as they provide opportunities to both advertise the existence of our own Branch 
and discover what other Local History groups have on their agendas, often to mutual benefit. 
Whilst our networking at the first event was chiefly limited to our fellow stallholders, being more 
accessible to the general public provided both greater opportunities and greater benefit. I will 
return to one example of the latter later in this Newsletter. 
 
Further opportunities are already on our Branch Calendar. An invitation has already been accepted 
from the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society to attend their History Fair event at 
Beaumanor Hall this September, whilst another is awaited following a discussion with one of our 
fellow stall holders from the event at the University. Hopefully these will signify an even greater 
return to “normality” and provide yet more opportunities to promote our activities. 
 
Speaking of “normality” a number of “apologies for absence” were received prior to our last 
Meeting from members who had succumbed to Covid. I hope that all concerned are now fully 
recovered and that all our readers enjoyed a Happy Easter.    
 
D.S.H. 
 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING 

 

Venue: The Concert Room, The Elms Social & Services Club,  
Bushloe End, Wigston Magna LE18 2BA – 7 p.m. for a 7:30 start 

 

ALL WELCOME - THERE IS NO NECESSITY FOR ANYONE TO BE,  
OR BECOME, A MEMBER OF THE WFA OR THE ELMS CLUB 

 

25th April 2022 
 

Guest Speaker: Dr Natasha Stoyce 
 

Scottish Women’s Hospitals  

on the Balkan Front  
 

Having recently completed a thesis on the subject of her 
presentation, Natasha is a graduate from Leicester University 
with interests in modern literature, medical women, female 
soldiers and the Great War. A member of the International 
Society for First World War Studies, Natasha makes her first 
presentation to a WFA Branch this evening. 
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DATES FOR YOUR GREAT WAR DIARY 

MAY 

 
3rd  1915 Western Front John McCrae writes the poem “In Flanders Fields” 

3rd  1917 Western Front Third Battle of the Scarpe 

3rd  1917 Western Front Battle of Bullecourt 

4th  1915 Italian Front Italy drops Triple Alliance with Austria-Hungary & Germany  

6th  1915 Gallipoli Allies on Cape Helles launch three attacks to enlarge beachheads 

6th  1916 War in Africa Belgian troops march into Kigali, German East Africa 

7th   1915 War at Sea RMS Lusitania torpedoed and sunk by U boat U-20 

7th  1917 Western Front Captain Albert Ball RFC shot down and killed 
9th  1915 Western Front Battle of Aubers Ridge 

9th  1915 Western Front New Zealand tennis player, Anthony Wilding, KIA 

9th  1916 Political Sykes-Picot agreement 

10th  1916 Home Front Canadian doctor, Cluny MacPherson, presents gas mask invention 

10th  1918 War at Sea HMS Vindictive sunk to block Ostend Harbour 

12th  1915 Southern Front Croatians plunder Armenia  

12th  1917 Italian Front Tenth Battle of Isonzo  

13th  1916 Western Front Lafayette Escadrille see first combat at Battle of Verdun 

13th   1916 Asiatic Front Arabs capture Mecca from Turks 

15th  1917 Western Front French Commander in Chief General Robert Nivelle dismissed 

17th  1916 Home Front  British Summertime (Daylight Savings) introduced 

18th  1917 USA Fist units of American Expeditionary Force ordered to France 

19th  1918 Western Front French-American flying ace, Gervais Raoul Lufbery, KIA 

22nd  1915 Home Front Quintinshill troop train disaster at Gretna – 226 killed 

22nd  1916 Western Front French troops assault Fort Douaumont 

23rd   1915 Southern Front Italy declares War on Austro-Hungarian Empire 

24th  1916 Home Front Conscription begins 

25th  1915 Home Front Irish Home Rule Bill passed in House of Commons 

26th  1915 Home Front Churchill removed from post of First Lord of the Admiralty 

27th  1918 Western Front 3rd battle of the Aisne (Blucher-York) 

28th  1918 Western Front US forces go into action at Cantigny 

31st  1916 War at Sea Battle of Jutland 
 

 
 

Remembering Legionnaire François Faber 
French Foreign Legion 

(26th Jan 1887 – 9th May 1915) 
 

A Luxembourgian racing cyclist, François Faber was the first foreigner ever to win 
the Tour de France, which he achieved in 1909. His record of winning five 
consecutive stages of that race still stands to this day. At the outbreak of War, Faber 
joined the French Foreign Legion and was killed in action on 9th May 1915 near 
Carency, whilst carrying an injured colleague to safety from No Man’s 
Land.  Posthumously awarded the Médaille Militaire, Faber is commemorated by 
plaque in the Church at Notre Dame De Lorette.  
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CANON DAVID JOHN GARLAND O.B.E. 
Architect and originator of  ANZAC Ceremonies 

by Lynn Roffee  
 

 

Receiving a photo of the Canon Garland Memorial, erected by an 
organization of the same name, formerly known as the Canon 
Garland Memorial Society (CGMS), prompted research into who 
this man was and why there was a memorial in his name. Like most 
research projects, it developed into something larger in order to 
understand the wider context. As a result, this narrative specifically 
relates to the Australians and their observance of Anzac Day rather 
than the New Zealanders, although their story is equally as 
interesting. 
 

The Canon Garland 

Memorial 

The CGMS was formed following a public meeting held at the Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church, Hawthorne Street, Woolloongabba,  

Queensland on 9th July 2010. The Canon Garland Memorial was officially unveiled, dedicated and 
handed over by the CGMS to the People of the City of Brisbane in a ceremony held at Kangaroo 
Point Cliffs Park, inner-city Brisbane heralding the Centenary of Anzac Day commemoration on 
22nd April 2016 prior to Anzac Day. The main aims of the memorial was to:- 
 

➢ To honour the pivotal role Canon David John Garland OBE had in developing Anzac 
Day as a public day of solemn commemoration of the Fallen 

➢ To foster awareness of the origins of Anzac Day observance 

➢ To mark the first 100 years of the observance of Anzac Day and honouring the 

Queenslanders who gave Anzac Day to the world from Brisbane 
 

The choice of location for the memorial was due to the fact that Garland was installed, in 1907, as 
Rector of South Brisbane Parish in the Church of England’s (now Anglican) Diocese of Brisbane. 
His theological beliefs were Anglo-Catholic. As Priest-in-Charge, Garland resided in the Parish 
Rectory “Moira” located on River Terrace, Kangaroo Point. 
 
Many people might be surprised to know that it was an Irishman who was 
to play a significant role in the annual commemoration of Anzac Day. 
David John Garland was born in Dublin on 4th October 1864. He studied 
law and then emigrated to New South Wales with his parents. In 1886 he 
arrived in Brisbane, Queensland and worked in Toowoomba, as a law 
clerk before being ordained as a priest. During the Boer War, he was 
Chaplain to Soldiers assembling in Fremantle, Western Australia, before 
they headed overseas.  
 
Upon the outbreak of the First World War, Garland was living in 
Brisbane. He re-enlisted in 1914 and assumed the honorary rank of 
Chaplain Lieutenant Colonel. He was based at the Enoggera Army Base, 
the training camp of the 1st Military District and numerous Queensland  

 
David John Garland 

raised battalions. During that year he founded the Soldiers Church of England Help Society to 

obtain funds for the men as nothing is too good for our soldiers.  He was also the honorary 
Organising Secretary of the Queensland State Recruiting Committee travelling around Queensland  
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to encourage greater enlistment. He was involved with so many organisations that he needed an  
office which was at St Lukes Church Hall, Charlotte Street, Brisbane.  He organised the provisions 
of Bibles and prayer books for Queensland soldiers at the Western Front. Garland was an ardent 
supporter of conscription and was the co-founder of the Compulsory Service League.  He served 
on the Executive of the National Council for the Referendum and was the founder of the Universal 
Service League. 
 
Recruitment had become acute after the significant losses by the Australians at Gallipoli. Garland 
had become annoyed seeing many able-bodied young men enjoying themselves whilst many 
volunteers had become casualties.  
 
On 10th January 1916, the Queensland Premier, Thomas Joseph Ryan convened and chaired a 
public meeting which was also attended by the Governor of Queensland, Church Leaders and 
members of the State Recruiting Committee. One of the items discussed was the commemoration 
of fallen Queenslanders at Gallipoli. One of the members of the State Recruiting Committee was 
Thomas Augustine Ryan (Thomas), whose son had served at Gallipoli. Thomas made a suggestion 
to the Chairman of the State Recruiting Committee, Colonel A J Thynne, that 25th April be 
allocated as a day of solemn remembrance. 
 

 

Thomas Augustine Ryan, born 1847 in Bathurst, New South 
Wales, was involved in the auctioneering and land business and 
in later life lived near Toowong, Queensland. During the First 
World War Thomas, his wife and daughter were said to have 

worked “earnestly and steadfastly” for the soldiers whilst their 
son, Major “Gus” Ryan served at Gallipoli with the 5th Light 
Horse Regiment. The Minister of Defense, Sir George Foster 

Pearce wrote to Thomas saying “I have pleasure in stating that 

I have learned from Colonel A J Thynne that you were the first 

person to make the suggestion to establish an ANZAC day, a 

proposal which you brought before the State Recruiting 

Committee of Queensland with a view to adoption. I am sure 

that the circumstances of your connection with a memorable  

Thomas Augustine Ryan 

movement so intimately connected with national sentiments must be a source of gratification 

to you”. 
 
At the meeting Garland spoke eloquently in support of a day for solemn remembrance. He made 
the point that despite the failed campaign the men had fought valiantly under appalling conditions, 
had demonstrated extraordinary character and devotion to duty, and so deserved to be honoured. 
 
Thomas Ryan’s suggestion was approved and Garland was unanimously elected as Honorary 
Secretary of the Anzac Day Commemoration Committee of Queensland (ADCCQ). (Garland held 
this post until his death in 1939). A joint secretary, Colonel E R B Pike, was appointed when 
Garland was sent to be Chaplain with the Australian Imperial Forces in Egypt in 1917. The 
Commemoration Committee included the Premier T.J. Ryan, the Minster of Education and the 
Lord Mayor of Brisbane. The Committee decided that the chief objective of the day was the 
commemoration of the fallen heroes and to honour surviving soldiers.   
 

According to the Cairns Post Newspaper, dated 14th March 1916, it had been decided that, in 
order to express the character of the day, no efforts should be made to raise funds or any  
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Prominence be given to the collecting or raising of funds. It also gave details of the official plan 
of observance:- 
 

1. That the objective of the observation of the day be the commemorations of our fallen 

heroes, the remembrance of the wounded, the recognition of the gallant courage 

displayed by Australia’s sons in fighting got the preservation of liberty and civilization. 

 

2. That all religious bodies be requested to observe the day by such religious services as 

each such body shall decide. 

 

3. That in the evening a public meeting be held in every town in Queensland, when the 

events of the day shall be brought before the people, a uniform resolution submitted at 

every such meeting, and simultaneously throughout the State during the meetings, every 

person and all work come to a standstill for a period of one minute at 9.00pm in honour 

of our fallen heroes a) That the Mayor or shire chairman be requested to constitute 

forthwith ….  observance of Anzac Day, and to carry out this plan in such manner as 

to ensure united action in every part of the State (b) That such public meetings, the 

place of honour be given to the relatives of those who have died at Gallipoli, and of 

those who have enlisted. 
 

The Brisbane Courier ran an article on 28th April 1916 titled Anzac Day – Question of Permanent 

Observance. In the article Garland said that churches had been filled and that it was remarkable 
considering it was the holiday season; religious observance had prevailed throughout Queensland. 
Public meetings had been full of enthusiasm. He reported that the resolution carried out 
throughout the State had been cabled to his Majesty the King, by his Excellency the Governor, at 
the request of the Anzac Commemorative Committee. Even at that time Garland believed it would 
become a permanent national observance. 
 
It was important that all religious denominations including Christian, non-Christian, Jews, atheists 
and agnostics were all considered when planning the remembrance service. Garland was obviously 
aware of the religious and theological denominational differences that exist amongst the Australian 
population and the need to ensure everyone had the opportunity for quiet reflection during the 
ceremony. 
 
On 25th April 1916, the first anniversary of the 
Gallipoli Landings, 6,434 servicemen paraded 
through the streets of Brisbane before a crowd of 
50,000 people. That year there was a wide variety 
of services and ceremonies across Australia and a 
sports day was held in the Australian camp in 
Egypt. Whilst in London, over 2,000 Australian 
and New Zealand troops marched through the 
streets. In Sydney, New South Wales, the march 
past included a convoy of cars carrying wounded 
men and their nurses. 

 
ANZAC Day, 1916 

 

Garland’s Attestation record for Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad show that he was appointed 

on 16th October 1917 as Colonel Chaplain with the Appointment to cease from date of 

disembarkation in Egypt and: 
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a) Free rations to be given 

b) No equipment or land transport can be provided 

c) After arrival in Egypt, continuance with the Australian Imperial Force must be 

dependent on the Military exigencies at the time and the wish of the Imperial 

Authorities.  

d) He will not be borne on any Pay Roll of the Australian Imperial Force 

e) No guarantee can be given for his return passage 

f) While with the Force he may wear the uniform of a Chaplain of the Australian 

Military Forces and will be subject to Military Law 

g) The Government accepts no responsibility or liability in any way monetarily or 

otherwise concerning this Church of England Representative. 

 

 

According to his Military Records, Garland embarked 
for Cairo on 2nd November 1917 for the voyage only 
duty and arrived at Suez on 10th December 1917. The 
records show he resigned his appointment in Egypt 
on completion of service. At the time there was a 
shortage of Church of England Chaplains and he was 
attached to the 2nd Light Horse Brigade.  According to 
a letter written on 3rd June 1918, by Henry (Harry) 
George Chauvel, Lieutenant-General Commanding 
A.I.F. in Egypt, Garland also performed duties from 

29th April 1918 – 27th May 1918 in which he rendered 

invaluable services at  the Receiving Station during Garland (left) on Active Service 

the whole of the operation from the 30th April to 4th May when some 1542 casualties were 

passed through.  
 
Records show he was with the 7th Light Horse Regiment from 5th May 1918 until 27th May 1918. 
He had also been given a brief by George Pearce, the then Minister of Defence, to report on troop 
welfare, the war grave situation and the problem of venereal disease. He served in the Middle East 
in 1918/19. After the expulsion of the Turks from Jerusalem, Garland was the first chaplain to 
celebrate the Eucharist in the Anglican Chapel of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  
 
In 1919, during the rebellion in Egypt, he was the liaison between the British Military and the 
Coptic Church. He was awarded the Knighthood of the Gold Cross of the Holy Sepulchre by the 
patriarch of Jerusalem. This fact is not mentioned in his military records. He returned to Australia 
and was “struck off strength 26.7.19” and was “Re-appointed in the A.I.F.” and embarked from 
Egypt for return to Australia aboard the “Burma”. He arrived in Brisbane on 2nd September 1919 
and was discharged again. 
 
Garland campaigned relentlessly for government 
legislation so that Anzac Day would become a public 
day for solemn commemoration of The Fallen in World 
War I. His efforts were achieved in 1921 in Queensland 
with the introduction of the “Protection of Word 
“Anzac” Act 1920”. He was also the driving force 
behind memorials throughout the State of Queensland 
and also the Eternal Flame Memorial, (right) which was 
dedicated on 11th November 1930 and is located in 
front of Brisbane’s Central Station, in Ann Street.  
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During the 1920’s Garland vigorously campaigned for Anzac Day to be legally enshrined as a 
“close public day”. Cinemas and hotels were closed and racing and organised sports were not 
allowed. He worked tirelessly, campaigning both State and Federal politicians to get the required  
legislation through Parliament. In 1927, for the first time, every State observed some form of 
public honour on Anzac Day. It wouldn’t be until 1930 that Federal harmony was achieved across 
Australia. Garland’s efforts have endured with Anzac Day as being a national day of special 
commemoration. The rituals that are now associated with the day- dawn vigils, marches, memorial 
services and the Two-up game - had become established as part of the days culture.  
 
(Two-up is a traditional Australian gambling game, involving a designated "spinner" throwing two 
coins into the air. Players bet on whether the coins will fall with both heads up, both tails up, or 
with one coin a head and one a tail). 
 
Only on Anzac Day, or commemorative day, can the traditional Australian game Two-up be played 
in pubs and RSL clubs across Australia. On other days the game is considered illegal gambling, in 
most States, with severe fines or imprisonment for any violation. However, in New South Wales 
this year (2022), Two-up can be played over three days during the Anzac Day long weekend. This 
is due to the fact that veterans haven’t been able to meet up since 2019 due to Covid restriction’s 
and it also marks the first year since the Australian Defence Forces withdrawal from Afghanistan. 

In 1935 Garland was awarded the O.B.E. which 
acknowledged his effort to the hallowed memory of fallen 

soldiers. The Courier-Mail, Brisbane, 1st April 1939 
reported that, for the first time in 20 years, Garland would 
not be conducting the service on Anzac Day at Toowong 
Cemetery due to ill health. The paper reported the humble 

beginning when Garland saw a small crowd placing 

flowers on soldier’s graves. He gathered the crowd 

around him and conducted the first simple ceremony. He 
died later that year. 
 

 
David Garland in later life 

At this point it is perhaps necessary to look at the origin of the Anzac’s name. It came about after 

General William Birdwood took command of the “Australian and New Zealand Army Corps” 
based in Egypt in December 1914. He was asked by a Staff Officer at headquarters to come up 

with “a telegraphic code address” for the Army Corps to distinguish it from the British position. 

A Dispatch Clerk, who noted the long rubber stenciled word of “A.&N.Z.A.C” on the many 

packing cases for the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps and suggested the abbreviation 
of “Anzac”. This was proposed to Birdwood who approved its use. There is a lot of discussion as 
to whether it should be written as “ANZAC” or “Anzac”.  However, the word “Anzac” was 
registered and Gazetted in 1921 and can be used in upper or lower case. 
 
On 25th April 1915 Anzac’s, together with the British and French troops had set out to capture the 
Gallipoli peninsula in order to open the Dardanelles up to the allied navies when they landed 

between Ari Burnu and Hell Spit. Birdwood asked for the beach to be recorded as Anzac Cove 

where we had made good our first precarious footing… at Anzac Cove - a name which the 

bravery of our men has now made historical, while it will remain a geographical landmark for 

all time.  
  
The Anzac’s met fierce resistance from the Ottoman Turkish defenders, both sides sustained heavy 
casualties during the campaign and eight months later allied forces evacuated. The campaign had  
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a profound effect on the Australians at home due to the large number of casualties and is still 
commemorated with a deep feeling over a hundred years later. The Australian troops were all 

volunteers, many of whom were either from or had ties back to the “old country”. In both 1916 
and 1917 Australia held referendums on conscription and they were narrowly defeated. The 
outcomes resulted in numerous bitter fractions including the Labor Party, religious groups and 
within the communities.  It was the first war for Australians, so was a baptism of fire in terms of 
how the troops performed.  
 
When the First Word War started Australia had only been a federation nation for 13 years. Many 
have suggested that the war, despite being a failed military objective, pulled the nation together as 

one.  According to the Australian War Memorial the figures, compiled as at 26th January 1919, 
give the official estimate number of Australians killed in the Gallipoli Campaign as 8,709.  The 
total number of Australians who lost their lives in the First World War was 61,522 out of a 
population of 5 million. 
 
It is said that the Australians found their identity at Gallipoli and became a nation as a result of 
the Gallipoli campaign which was to become legendary.  Anzac Day falls on 25th April each year 
to commemorate the landings and the day starts with the “Dawn Vigil” which is the most 
significant and important part of commemorating Anzac Day. The dawn vigil starts at 4.28am 
which is about the time the troops approached the Gallipoli beach. The time is also when morning 
starts to dawn and men stand to and alert. It’s a moment of quiet reflection waiting for the order 
to attack. This is followed by a parade, which usually starts at 10.00 am until12.00 noon in Brisbane, 
and is cheered on by crowds. The parade includes combining civic services, veterans and soldiers’ 

marching, hymns, wreath laying, resolutions, the Ode of Remembrance (from For The Fallen by 
Laurence Binyon), a minute’s silence, the National Anthem and the Last Post. 
 
During the 1920’s the day became established as a National Day of Commemoration for more 
than 60,000 Australians who had died during the war. Every State capital convened a service 
committee to organised the Anzac Day commemoration. Veterans and serving members of the 
A.I.F. marched in both cities and towns across Australia. It instilled a sense of pride, patriotism, 
raising funds and bringing the community together, whilst remembering past sacrifices. Anzac Day 
is not just about the sacrifice of fallen soldiers but also those who were wounded and those that 
returned. It’s also about mateship which played a key role for the Australian’s wherever they served. 
The men who were sent to the Gallipoli Peninsula created what was to become a legend. It also 
signifies the hope that by remembering the past, people will want to ensure war doesn’t happen 
again. 
 
What is perhaps really significant is that the format was 
adopted throughout Australia, New Zealand and Great 
Britain and is basically the same today. The ceremonies in 
each town or city have evolved to some degree and 
continue to do so. Garland had also influenced the building 
and design of War Memorials such as Brisbane’s Stone of 
Remembrance and Cross of Sacrifice in Toowong 
Cemetery, the Anzac Square Memorial. The latter remains 
the focal point of Brisbane’s Anzac Day and 
Remembrances Day observances. 

 
The central plaque of the Canon 

Garland Memorial 

 
One hundred and seven years have passed – Garland would no doubt be happy that the day is still 
commemorated. 
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 YOUR BRANCH (BACK) IN ACTION . . .  
 

 

As referred to in my Chairman’s Column, the 
first weekend in April saw the Branch exhibit, 
for the first time since lock-down, at two local 
history events in the City. The Branch display 
for De Montfort University’s Global History 
Event was tailored to the theme of the day – 
the history of the diverse population that now 
inhabits Leicester. Alongside a copy of a Map 
of the World, produced in late 1914 with the 
belligerent nations coloured red, were portraits 
of six famous Great War Soldiers from various 
ethnic backgrounds – two Indian, one African, 
two Cree Indians from Canada and an 
Australian sniper of Scottish/Chinese descent.  

The Branch Display Table at De Montfort 

University’s Global History Event 
Although these gallant men represented a mere fraction of the many nationalities that took up 
arms during the conflict, space, as can be seen from the photograph above, prevented further 
expansion of that particular theme. An interesting exercise during preparation was the compilation 
of a list of all the dates the various nations declared War, which illustrated the fact that had we had 
a second Map of the World for late 1918, most of the countries originally displayed in “white” on 
the 1914 edition, would have appeared as red on the later one. I wonder how many readers know 
that eight South American nations all followed the U.S.A. in declaring War against Germany, the 
last being Honduras on 19th July 1918?    
 
The same display would serve us well the following day at Grace Road, home of Leicestershire 
County Cricket Club, and caught the eye of one particular visitor who engaged Valerie & I in a 
conversation concerning some memorabilia he held concerning British Legion Pilgrimages to the 
Battlefields in the late 1930s. We were to meet him again later in the week, together with his wife, 
when the items in question were revealed in all their glory, some of which are depicted below: 
 

 

As can be seen, there are a variety of 
documents, including signed Dinner 
Menus, itineraries and even luggage 
tickets, all kept alongside some most 
interesting photographs, some 
official and some private, the latter 
contained in three small albums 
which presumably have never been 
seen elsewhere until now! 
 
One of the small albums dates the 
earliest Pilgrimage to late May 1931, 
whilst the many documents date a 
second to early August 1939, literally 
weeks before the outbreak of World 
War II.    
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Possibly of greatest interest 
are the three albums of 
private photographs, 
containing a total of 53 
images from Ypres, The 
Somme, Vimy Ridge, 
Bethune, Loos and Bruges. 
Four are reproduced here:- 

ABOVE LEFT: 
The Menin Gate, Ypres. 
ABOVE RIGHT AND 

RIGHT: Ypres Cloth Hall & 
Cathedral under 
reconstruction 

LEFT: The Charles Fryatt 
Memorial, Bruges  

 

Some of our readers will doubtless recognize the images of Ypres, but the Fryatt Memorial in 
Bruges is more obscure. Charles Fryatt was a Merchant Navy Captain who gained fame for 
protecting his vessel by ramming a German U-Boat that attempted to halt his voyage. Hunted 
down by the furious German Navy, Fryatt was eventually captured, found guilty of “piracy” and 
executed by firing squad. Post-War, Fryatt’s was one of only three bodies officially repatriated to 
Britain, the other two being the Unknown Warrior and Nurse Edith Cavell. The Fryatt Memorial 
still exists today, alongside many other identical obelisks to commemorate all those “shot at dawn” 
on that site by the occupying Germans. A memorial to him can also be found at Liverpool Street 
Railway Station, London. 
 

The Pilgrims were certainly on their best behaviour, as a letter dated 8th August 1939 from the 
British Legion Office in London confirms: 
 

The bearing and behaviour of the Legion in Paris and elsewhere created a tremendous 

impression on the French and I received congratulations and expressions of admiration from 

everybody concerned. You have done a real good job of work for your Country and for the 

Legion and I congratulate you   
    

Major Sir Francis Fetherston-Godley 

Chairman 
       
Our thanks go to Drew and Yvonne Smith of Kegworth for their generosity in making this archive 
available to our readers. 

11 



 
 

ON THE NOTICEBOARD  

  
 

  
ANZAC DAY REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 

 

 

 

The Friends of Welford Road Cemetery, Leicester, invite you to attend 
their ANZAC Day Service on Monday 25th April 2022 at 10:30 a.m. 
A member of the Chaplaincy team from the University of Leicester 
will conduct the service. 
Attendees are requested to meet at the Visitor Centre at 10:30 a.m. 
before proceeding to the War Cemetery where the service will take 
place. 
The Friends Group have been holding these services for a number of 
years and place poppy crosses out for all the ANZACS who are buried 
in the cemetery. 
Crosses will be placed on their burial plots in front of the Wall of 
Remembrance in the War Cemetery. 
We are hoping that as many members and other interested 
organisations as possible will be able to attend. 
Light refreshments will be served in the Visitor Centre afterwards. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
AT RISK 

WAR MEMORIALS 
OPEN DAY 

SATURDAY 
28th MAY 2022 

 

The Chancel, 
Rear of All Saints Church, 
Highcross Street, Leicester 

 

11.00A.M. – 4.00P.M. 
 

Visit www.leicester-rutlandatriskwarmemorials.btck.co.uk 
for further details 
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EVELYN LINTOTT – A “DOUBLE” CAP  
by David Humberston  

 

 

In the highly competitive world of modern Association Football, it 
is perhaps inconceivable that an amateur player could represent his 
country in their professional XI. As far as the England team is 
concerned, the last amateur to be capped was one Bernard Joy of 
Arsenal, whose solitary appearance came far back in 1936. In the era 
leading up to the Great War, however, many amateur players held 
their own in the professional game, with some representing their 
country at both amateur and professional level. One such “double 
cap” was school teacher Evelyn Lintott. 
 
Born at Godalming, Surrey, on 2nd November 1883, Evelyn Henry 
Lintott was the second of seven children born to Arthur Lintott, a 
cattle trader, and his wife Eleanor. His elder brother, Frederick  Evelyn Lintott 

Stacey, would become a journalist, reporting for the Bradford Daily Telegraph under the 
pseudonym “Preceptor”, the family completed by three younger brothers Cuthbert, Arthur and 
Keith and two sisters, Kathleen and Nora. 
 
Evelyn combined his talent at football with his training to become a school teacher. Educated at 
King Edward VI Grammar School in Guildford, he then became a Physical Training Teacher at 
Maybury School, Woking, combining this role with appearances for Woking F.C. Evelyn made his 
debut two months after his sixteenth birthday and scored the winning goal at a fixture played at 
Brookwood. Originally a forward, he would go on to score 68 goals in only 108 appearances, 
despite moving to the centre-half position, then a midfield role from where he could exert more 
influence on a match. Club captain, at one time he played alongside all his four brothers. 
 
After enrolling at St Luke’s Training College in Exeter, Lintott also joined Southern League side 
Plymouth Argyle, but played only twice in their colours. Graduation from St Luke’s brought a 
teaching position at Willesden and a move, in 1907, to Southern League side, Queen’s Park 
Rangers, whilst retaining his amateur status. Rangers would win the Southern League the following 
year and then contest the first ever F.A. Charity Shield match against Manchester United. A 1-1 
draw was followed by a 4-0 reply defeat, Lintott playing in both fixtures. That same season also 
saw Lintott’s final appearance for Woking. 
 
Lintott would play a total of 35 appearances for QPR, but it was 
during his spell at the club that he was “capped” five times for 
the England Amateur side and thrice more for the professional 
England XI. England remained unbeaten in all eight matches. He 
was thus QPR’s first ever international player 
 
In his second appearance for England, Lintott was told to tightly 
mark enigmatic Welsh winger, Billy Meredith. England won 7-1 
and, according to one report: Lintott clung to Meredith like an 
affectionate brother. At last the patience of Meredith gave out 

and he turned to Lintott with the words “Go away, you 

confounded schoolboy. You have got seven cursed goals. How 

many more do you want?”    

 
Lintott in England attire 
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Lintott’s performances were not going unnoticed and in November 1908 Bradford City, newly 
promoted to what was then Football League Division One, signed Lintott at Paddington Station 
after Ranger’s return from a fixture at Swindon. QPR, in financial difficulties, asked Lintott to turn 
professional so the club could receive a transfer fee. Lintott was happy to oblige and a sum in 
excess of £1,000 was exchanged. Lintott moved to Bradford to live with his brother Fredrick (the 

reporter for the Bradford Daily Telegraph) and found himself a teaching position in the City. 
Over the next four seasons, Lintott would play 57 times for the club, before signing for Second 
Division Leeds City in 1912. Whilst at Bradford, Lintott made for more appearances for the 
England side – all victories – and also served as the Chairman of the fledgling Professional 
Footballers Association; his brother Frederick writing the association Newsletter! 
 
Herbert Chapman, the Leeds manager, made Lintott his team captain 
and the latter was ever-present, giving many fine displays. In only his 
second appearance, according to one source:  
 

Lintott gave a fine display of clean tackling, smart headwork and 

clever placing. He worked with untiring energy and was to a large 

extent responsible for the ineffectiveness of the Barnsley forwards. 

Lintott looks like proving an ideal captain, and in him Leeds City 

have certainly found a treasure. He is the sort of leader who by his 

play and general conduct on the field encourages and inspires his 

colleagues.    
 
The 1913/14 season would prove more problematic, with a positional  

 
Lintott (right) as  

Leeds City Captain 
change resulting in a loss of form and more limited opportunities to play. When War was declared 
in August 1914, Lintott, still residing in Bradford, grew frustrated with the delays in recruiting 
experienced there and enlisted in Leeds with the 15th Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince 
of Wales Own) – ‘The Leeds Pals’.  Interestingly, on his enlistment form, he cited his occupation 
as “School teacher” rather than “Professional Footballer”.  
   

 

Lintott left Leeds with “The Pals” on 25th September 1914, 
en-route to Masham and training in the Yorkshire Dales. His 
previous experience with the Territorial Army saw him 
quickly promoted to the rank of Sergeant before, in 
December, he was commissioned (probably the first 
footballer to become an Officer).  
 
Whilst under training at a camp near Colsterdale in the 
Yorkshire Dales, the Battalion was inspected by Sir Charles 
Lupton, Lord Mayor of Leeds, whose brothers, Francis and 
Arthur, were part of the committee responsible for the 
Battalion’s founding. Francis Martineau, a direct ancestor of 
the present Duchess of Cambridge, would lose three sons 
during the conflict.     
 
With training at Colsterdale, Ripon and Fovant completed, on 

7th December 1915, the “Leeds Pals” boarded the Empress of 

Britain at Liverpool to sail for Egypt, where the Battalion  

Lt. Evelyn Lintott, 

 “Leeds Pals” 
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was to guard the Suez Canal against Ottoman (Turkish) forces. A minor collision with the French 

mail ship Dajurjura resulted in an unscheduled docking for repairs in Malta, whilst an encounter 
with an enemy submarine provided another incident before Port Said was safely reached on 21st 
December. The “Pals” remained in Egypt for three months before sailing for France on the 

troopship RMS Asconia, landing at Marseilles before being transported to the plains of Picardy to 
take part in what would become known as The Battle of the Somme. 
 
At 7.30 a.m. the “Pals” rose from their trenches and began to advance into No Man’s Land towards 
the village of Serre, less than a mile away. Like many of their fellow Battalions they were met with 
intense German machine gun fire and quickly began to suffer heavy losses. A few men reached 
the German barbed wire, but none advanced further, In the first few minutes of battle, the 
Battalion sustained casualties of 24 Officers and 504 men, of which 15 officers and 233 other ranks 
were killed. Amongst the dead was Lieutenant Evelyn Lintott, whose final moments were reported 

in the Yorkshire Post ten days later: 
 

Lieutenant Lintott’s end was particularly gallant. Tragically, he was killed leading his Platoon 

of the 15th West Yorkshire Regiment, The Leeds Pals, over the top. He led his men with great 

dash and when hit the first time declined to take the count. Instead, he drew his revolver and 

called for further effort. Again he was hit but struggled on but a third shot finally bowled him 

over.   

 

  
 
His body was never recovered and Lintott is remembered today on the Thiepval Memorial to the 
Missing (his name shown above, left). He is also remembered on a brass plaque erected by Woking 
F.C. in 2016 and also on the Guildford Grammar School War Memorial, above right, where his 
name appears above that of his younger brother, Keith, another fatality of the same battle. Keith, 
who had emigrated to New Zealand in 1913, was killed serving with the New Zealand Engineers 
on 23rd September 1916 aged 21 and rests in Thistle Dump Cemetery, High Wood, near Longueval.    

 
Two of the other Lintott brothers also served. Arthur had emigrated to Canada and served in the 
Canadian Army, receiving gunshot wounds to his hand, legs and right foot in late 1916 which led 
to his discharge the following year. He survived his injuries, living in British Columbia until his 
death in 1973, aged 85. Cuthbert had also emigrated to Canada and served in France with the 7th 
Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force. Badly wounded on 28th September 1915 by 
gunshot wounds to the head and shoulder, he remained in England for the remainder of the War. 
Returning to Canada in 1919, he also lived in British Columbia, passing away in 1983 at the age of 
ninety-eight.  
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We thank once again those readers who 
contacted us following the production of  

previous issues of  The Tiger. Your comments 
are valued and welcomed and we are always 
open to suggestions as to what you, our 

readers, would like to see included/excluded.  
 
All articles reproduced in this newsletter are 
accepted in good faith and every effort is 
always made to ensure accuracy of  the 
information given. It should be noted however 
that the opinions expressed by the 
contributors are not necessarily those of  the 
Editor, her associates or the Western Front 
Association. The Editor reserves the right to 
amend, condense or edit any article submitted 
although the full version will be available, via 
e-mail, upon request.   
 

Anyone wishing to submit material is 
more than welcome to contact us by  

e-mail at: foft@live.co.uk 
 

The deadline date to ensure inclusion 

in your next edition of  The Tiger is: 
 

Friday 20th May 2022 
 

“We very much value your  

continued support” 

EXPLORE, LEARN, SHARE 
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